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196 A PERILOUS AMOUR.

the life of my master. The course which I adopted

may be blamed by some, but it is enough for me
that after the lapse of years it is approved by my
conscience and by the course of events. For it

was ever the misfortune of that great king to treat

those with leniency whom no indulgtace could

win; and I bear with me to this day the bitter

assurance that, had the fate which overtook Louis

d'Entragues embraced the whole of that family,

the blow which ten years later cut short Henry's

career would never have been stmck.
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