
3S~ THE PSYCHOLOGY
|Haiil» and the •.oil. Some plants flourisfi bef»l In Hamly noII, and are likely lo crowd
olhi-r!. out of snih soil, ihouKh these otliers miffht be able to jjrow there, if not li>

loniiwlitioii with tli«.e natives, a, they may be c«lled. Oilier plants Krow in water,
and cannot possibly live on dry land. Others k^'W ii» swan.iw, others in shady
woods, some in sunny |>laces, and some prefer nMtieral soil. Thus, of trees.
ever>;reens prefer saiuly or Kravelly soil, while the hardwiwd trees, oak, maple,
beech, need a heavier soil, clay loam. Willow and sycamore jfrow bi-side flowintf
Mreanw. and tamarack in cold, wet soils. The study i.t these >{roupj of tree*
may be carried on tor several years.

Modern botany |>laces great stress upon the study of the adaptation of plants
»o enviromnent, which Is known as evoloKy. Plants are found to g. ow In societies,
according to the nature of the soil, moisture and climate. Thus, we have peat
bi^K «>cielies, swamp societies, forest societies, descMt wui.'iits, lence-corner,
and roailside societies.

Four great societies are now recognized : (i) Water plants, i. e., those which
grow where water is abundant, (Hydrophytes); (2) Drought plants, i.e.. those
which grow in extremely dry soil, and In a dry atmosphere, (Xeropl.ytes)

; (3)
Plants that grow where there Is a medium water si.,,ply, ( Mesophyles. ); (4) PlanK
that grow in soil which contains a large amount of ntineral matter, ( Halophytes).


