
20 A TILLYLOSS SCANDAL.

Cliirstv gave her curls an angry shake as she

saAv hiui, hut lie liad to he ackuowhHlood.

" Tliis is hhnselV' she said, ^vith tlie con-

tempt a woman naturally feels for her hushand.

Thus cornered, Tannnas ()])ened his mouth

wide, to have his photograph taken, as it were,

by the two ladies. The elder smiled and said,

" I am glad to make your ac(piaintance,

James."

Tammas thinks she said more, hut could

never swear to it. To keep up with her quick

way of speaking was a race tov him, and at the

word " James " he stimibled, as against a stone.

When he came to himself,

" Thank ye, mem," he said, " but my
name

Here Chirsty gave him a look that made him

lose his words.

" Let the leddies pass, can ye no ? " she

exclaimed.

For a moment Tammas did not see how they

could pass, unless by returning to the house,

when he could follow them and so get rid of

himself. Then he had the idea of descending.

" At the same time," he said, picking up the

lost words, " my name "
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