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not natives, ami the otlter lialf are elie immediate
''esccnilanU of the same."

rhe later half of that sentence s>nnd» like an Irish

buU
;
t\TO meaninRs may be talcen from it. "To learn

the popular characteristics," says C'apt.iin M<ior5om,
"yoii muist go into the country." The tone of Halifax
society does not entirely pleasi- his fasliili.iiis taue.
"The winter is here, as in i.hcr places, ih.- s«ison

for gaie<y similar to that we fiml prevalent elsewlierc
in the shape .of dinner and evening p.irties, r.-wion.il

and irrational; festive, sober, and joyous; insipid,

Hull and stupid. How far individual j^-o'ih, or rather
degoii), may act to give a jaundicc<l eye. I know not

;

but k seems to me, the general tone of these social

meetings indicates a stage of luxurv rather i;han of
refinement,—of mere gaiety, rather than its combin-
ation witli that intellectual foundation which renders
such gaiety truly delightful. How often has this view
caused me to regret, that the good material I s?e
abundant in some respects should in others be clouded
by neglect, or even choaked by flie weeds of its own
luxuriance. The exquisite powers of musical concert,
and of all that has been so empliaticaJly coinpriscd by
Hannah Mo*re under ..'he term ("onvcrsaJion, arc t/
'here almost unknown, and, except in one or two '

solitary instances, hardly attempted. The data in
fact are wanting; the d.iwn of cultivated education
has hardly yet risen upon the province; and its first

ray has glanced on the soil, almost as soon as the soil

itself was prqared to receive its virifying influence.

"We must not expect to mctt in mung countries
with tiiat cultivation—" but is there any need to finish
tfhe sentence? Canadians nre fairiy familiar with that
"young country" idea, the mental attitude, and the
very tone that go with it.

The truth is that Captain Moorsom of tSie 52rtd
has a rv-

: -.sonian style, an insufferable air of
pomposii .,. afltectation. He quotes French lik<.


