
The Staying Guest

is quite time, and we will set about it at

once."

Cleaning the attic was a mere figure of

speech, for how can any one clean what is

already spick and span^ and speckless ?

But althoujjh frequent periodical sweep-

ings and dustings kept every nook and
cranny of Primrose Hall as bright as a

new penny, yet a semi-annual houseclean-

ing occurred as regularly as the spring

and fall came; and, indeed, I daresay the

Misses Flint thought that spring and fall

were invented as comfortable seasons for

the performance.

The morning-room at Primrose Hall

had a wide bay-window in which were two
great arm-chairs facing each other, and
in these chairs the two ladies sat every

morning while they systematically planned

the day's occupations.

Near Miss Priscilla's hand was a bell,

and after she had pressed it, Bridget, the

cook, appeared— automatically, it seemed
—in the doorway, which, by the way, she

nearly filled.
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