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ing will be offered to aid those wanting to go on to 
grad school. At present, there is no grad course 
here as a strong undergrad program is just start

by Eleanor Copeland

So you can get by in reading and understanding 
French (slowly spoken), you frequently apologize 
for your writing style, and you don’t dare speak 
even when spoken to. You are a typical Anglais, 
victim of our as yet unenlightened high school lan
guage training system.

If you can’t take off for France right away your 
next best bet may be the revised program in 
French now available at York.

Previously the content, technique, and form of 
our program was a U of T copy. It wasn't well 
structured and integrated. With the abolition of 
French as a requirement it ceased to be a service 
of the University, a Curriculum Committee was 
formed, and the department attracted people inter
ested in a new approach to the study of French.

Co-ordinated by Associate 
H. A. Bournaoui, a program of French language 
training was established. It is especially signifi
cant for those in first and second year now.

First year is geared to language training prima
rily. It is an audio-lingual approach, most of it lis
tening comprehension and oral production — there 
is no literature. This has been a successful pro
gram in the States for 20 years. It is very inten
sive — eight hours a week — and very experimen
tal. York is leading the way in Canada, with reps 
from Calgary, Western and U of T interested in 
applying the new techniques.

It is turning out to be the most expensive course 
in the University.

Most of the classes have 13-14 students and are 
geared to 20 maximum.

The classes are streamlined according to level 
of fluency, determined by tests given in the begin
ning of first year. If a student has a high level of 
ability he is exempt from the first study courses.

The content part of the language training is the 
culture and civilization of France, giving the stu
dent a better understanding of the literature and 
language because it is inscribed in its own culture. 
TV is being used for listening comprehension.

One hundred and twenty students and 65 high 
school students have come to York from all over 
Ontario to learn audio-lingual techniques which 
replace the traditional approach

There is a language course for each year but in 
second year the literature courses begin. A C 
grade in French language is required to ensure a 
strong background for training in the different lit
erary approaches.

New courses, geared for those who want to 
teach French, will soon be available. It will deal 
with the functioning of the language and why, the 
sound system, and phonetics.

Explication de texte and literary criticism train
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Glendon is more or less following this system. 

There are eight hours in the first year course but 
it is not really the same, as Glendon’s is geared 
more to social, governmental and philosophical 
studies in French.

But what if you’re about to graduate now? That 
means you've missed out on the new technique. 
You know little or nothing of the structure of the 
language, you’ve sort of snatched at phonetics, 
French language rhythm is pie in the sky for you, 
and the thought of trying to converse avec les 
Français is very upsetting. Que faire? You realize 
you must head for France or anywhere in Quebec 
except Montreal. How?

There are several possibilities. If on graudating 
you can get a position as Assistant you could teach 
English for around 18 hours a week in a French 
high school. Unfortunately, the French government 
does not give out very many of these. If you did 
get one, you might want to spend the rest of your 
time studying or working. The latter would be dif
ficult because unless you could line one up while 
you were still here, a job would be very hard to 
find in France.

At the moment, if you want to study in France it 
is something you must arrange and finance inde
pendently. It is difficult to get into American or U 
of T programs which are already heavily sub
scribed, and even if you could costs are usually 
around $3500 per year.

York does not have a Junior Year Abroad pro
gram as yet. It has been proposed several times 
but Bouraoui says the students must push the idea 
to achieve anything concrete. The money would 
probably have to come from the Province of On
tario.

What may perhaps be the most feasible way for 
interested students to spend time in France is that 
offered by organizations which place you in a 
French family for a certain length of time. You 
receive room and board in return for work you do 
in the family. It is not a money-making opportu
nity but one to learn and use the language in a 
French environment.

An organization of all students currently study
ing French and interested in continuing it has been 
proposed. A bulletin circulated to determine inter
est suggested its role might be that of a liaison 
body between students and faculty, to identify the 
interests and integrate the efforts of each. This is 
merely tentative as it is open to suggestion from 
anyone interested. Whether it will be developed or 
not will depend on the kind of response from those 
taking French
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We're close, 
right here.

at 1 10 Hucknall Rd in the University Colony Plaza, 1st floor

for all your tvoewriter problems call us 

SALES SERVICE RENTALS

RICHTER BUSINESS MACHINES - 635-8111

First introductory offer: 15 percent discount on all porta
ble OLYMPIA typewriters if you bring this ad and your 
student card

Offer valid on SM models. Monica, SM8. SM9 13" carnage

A funny thing 
happened in the 
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Some years ago, 
an adventurous 
individual from 
The Coca-Cola 

Company pushed 
his way a hundred and fifty miles into 
the jungle outside Lima, Peru. His 
mission, for promotional purposes, 
was to introduce Coca-Cola to 
the primitive Indians.
Deep in the bush, he flushed M 
a likely-looking woman, and, 
through his interpreter, Çp
explained his errand, where
upon the woman reached 
into a sack she was carry
ing and neatly plucked 
forth a bottle of Coke, 
and offered him a swig.
Strange to think that, 
even in the depths of 
the Peruvian jungle, 
things go better with 
the taste of Coke.
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Why pay full price for anything - when you can pay VISA price instead? 
Ten percent off! Twenty-five percent off! Even fifty percent off!

On everything you buy: Clothes, travel, entertainment . . . You name it.O

Join the VISA Inlation Fighters - and fly half fare on TWA and Air Canada — 
Travel CNR at the special Youth Fare. Join the fight

-never pay full price again!
now. You may
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For full details on how to join, clip the application from your previous school paper 
or contact VISA, Britanica Building, I51 Bloor St. West, Suite 410, Toronto 5, Ontario 
or Tel 529-9274.4I

Both Coca Cola and Coke are registered trade marks 
which identify only the product of Coca-Cola Ltd DO IT NOW!


