
The decline of journalism
"'An inform voter is the sword of dernocracy."

- Thomas Jefferson

Journallsts have become obsessed witb scandai and.
titillation ratber titan information and education. Our
govemrments, institutions, and quality of leadership ait
suifer as a resuit.

In the hunt for the "big story» the public debate on
substantive matters of public policy is lost to the shocked
outrage of the day. Public perception and government
action are thus evaluated net by their value and benefiî to
people's lives. but rather by what journalists deemn news-
worthy. Style over substance; perception over reality.

How much &rian Mulroney spends on bis botel room
when bit visits Uppef Volta is an easy s" ytoget. You file
an Access To Information request, get the numbers, asic
son-e opposition aritc to be outraged - voila! instant
front page story.

But is the public really served best by such "journal-
ism"? Certainiy tbe publc bas a rigbt to know su<h infor-
mnation. But wbat if scandai and corruption become such
an obsession for public and media alike, that the matters
which îruly affects oui lives are lost in thie editorial
shuffle?

What Bian Mulroney tbinks about Fee Trade wlth ibe
United States may weillshape thedestiny ofthe Canadian
economy, nmillions of jobs, and oui quality of life for
decades tocorne, and Is tbus slightly more important than
bis personal expense accounit.

Vet somnehow 1 bave a srange feeling tbat our PM
ordeiing a $75 a boffle of wine with bis dinner would
bump Free Trade off the front page of mnost newspapers
in ibis country.

Ibese choscesof what to cover are even more exagger-
ated ai the student newspaper level wbere resources In
terrns of staff and timne are very, limited. The types of
stories that get pursued are extrernely sensitive to the
direction, inclination, and objectives of tbose seeking the
stories. If ihose writing news spend ail their time search-
ing for scandai, surely they Witt find somne.

Fiow the University of Alberta reacts t0 this year's 3X
budget cul is a story that impacts directly and foroefutly
upon the quality of our education. Wbetber the U of A
chooses to balance the books by laying off academic staff
versus raisng incidentai fees is a policy decision of infi-
niîely greaier importance to students than wbether Myer
Horowitz drinks cheap domnestic or expensive imported
wine at the GFC executive luncheons.

The effectiveness of our studeni leaders should be
mneasured by bow weillîbey combat the proposedi
changes to course drop dates, or how welI îbey advocase
student sensitive means of university cost cutting, or the
competence with whicb they publicize student concerns
to the wider public. Ail of these are vastly more important
to the real lives of real students than strippers in SIJB.

ibis decline in journalism cannot be entirely blamed
on the media, of course. After ail, The Nationtal Enquirer
outsells the New York limnes roughly 20 10 one. The
economnicsof selling newspapers thus dictates that a suc-
cessfui publication be more like the former and less like
the latter.

When 1 first saw the quote of Jefferson's, mny f irst
response was "iî's tbe one formn of disarmament we have
heen able to achieve." A bitter belief tbat makes me cry
for our society and our liberty, and our democracy.

1 believe that the bighest goal of iournalism is to help
rebuild tbis arsenal of democracy and univeisitv is-as
gond a place to start as any.

Ken fosmn
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SU stereotyps es
Well, we're ail back for another

year and i have uncovered a calcu-
lated plot in SUB aimed at promot-
ing sexuai stereotyping and dis-
crimination.

Why is it that in the men's wash-
room it'sensitivity" and "stimula-
lion", while in the women's wash-
room it's "stimulation" and "pro-
tection"?

Is this not an attempt 10 define
the se*uai concerns of partners?
Aise, the wonien's dispenser is a
lovely shade of pink, while the
men's dispenser is a harsh white.
Does ibis represent the stereotypi-
cal view of womnen looking at '.ex as
love and men viewing sex as a ste-
rule bang on the side? 1 hale 10 think
that our S.U. sanctions such blat-
anlly sexual discrimination.
IMPEACHI!

Richard Liukko

Two wrorigs make riot
Friday nighî there was a parly in

Garneau. It was inîiated by stu-
dents. Following this party, there
was whaî many bave called a "rot."
Tbis, unfortunately, was initiated by
the police.

This assertion may seemn surpris-
ing f0 some, but 1 am convirtced
(and- I feel rnany other students
would agree) ibat tbe police acted
rasitly and inappropriasely.

The party was -large, oerîaînly,
and as a resuit did warrant police
attention. But was it necessary Io

bring in the riot squad? Most of
those present were well behaved,
occupying tbemselves with talk,not
brawling.

How did the police expect the
students 10, react to iheir intimidat-
ing tactics? Did they expect the
studenîs tb scurry away <bedientiy?
Tbey shouid have reaiized that the
students, being accustomred as îhey
are 10, being deait witb fairly and

1Li~n
Sitting in a big white convertible

in front of the Administration
Building is a young man wearing
Blues Brothers' sunglasses. a Hawai-
ian shirt, and khaki shorts. A sixties
sumrmertime lune is blasting, very
loudly, out of bis stereo. 1 bave the
feeling that he ihinks he's in one of
those Califomia Cooler commer-
cis.

i don't know if be is waiting for
semneone, but be is iooking at every
girl that walks by. No one seems to
be paying any attention 10 him
bowever, save for the litie cab
driver parked in front of him who
doesn't seeni 10 like sixties sum-
mertime tunes very mucb.

The girl wbo just walked out of
the Administration Building isn't
paying attention 10 him. Site iooks
like she is fed Up with university,
with lrying to find ber classes, wiîh
trying 10 figure ouI hôw 10 regisier,
wiîb waitig in line as tie book-
sore, wiib guys in Hawaiian shirts

being highly conscious of their
rlghts, would react angrily t0 threats
of violence. Obviously police under-
estimaied the will and bacichone of
the students whom îthey con-
fronted.

Next trne the police wouid be
well advised to hoister their clubs
and engage their birains.

Gil McGowan

and hip sunglasses who play loud
music and strain tbeir recks and
eyes in order 10 look at girls.

The guy in the convertible is eye-
ing her right noW. He just turned
bis stereo up a bit, 1 guess t0
impress ber. Tbe cab driver is
impressed, not with the music, but
wiîh the girl. I doubi if he even
bears the music anymore. The girl
hears it though.

Now she sees that the cab driver
is also staring ai ber and be's nol
even wearing hip sungiasses. He is
wearing a sharp lookîng shirt,
altbough he forgoito do up the top
five buttons, and he bas combed
his bair twice since he saw ber.
According to the look she just gave
him, this isgond enough to place
him on ber hate iist. The cabbie
doesn't seem îto mind îhougb.
Probably because she just got into
his cab.

The guy in the convertible looks
surprised. I guess he wore the
wrong outfit.

The FIy on the Wall


