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the new rnonarch. On their arrivai the traders found
the "Ju Ju" rites, performed on the death of the
native kings, stl in progress, and about forty victims
had been sacrificed. The old king was stili Ivng in
an open grave large onough to accoxumodate fine of
the departed ruler's youngest wives, who had been
rnurdered in the most cruel manner. Each of them
had ber ankies and wrists broken, so that she could
neither walk nor crawl. lIn this rnaired condition,
and sutfering inost excruciating pain, the poor creatures
were plaeed at the bottorn of the grave, seven of thern
lying aide by side. The king's body was thon placed
on thomn in a transverse direction.

Thon the two remaining wornen were plaeed by his
side. They were ef t without food or water to wait
for death, which, it is said, did not conie until after
four or five days of intense suffering. Jn the mean-
tirne four men were stationed around the grave, arined
with clubs, ready to knock backward any of the
wonien who, despite their tortures and their pain,
niight manage to crawl to the side of the pit. lIn
other parts of the town other human sacrifices were
taking place. Suspended fromn various tracs were the
bodies of several men. They, too, were undergoinig
agonizing deaths, holes having in inost cases, been
bored througb their feet near the anklca. Through
thase holes ropes were drawn, and the men were tied
to a high trop, head downward, and left to die.-Pre8-
byterianr Review.

SYR IAN CUSTOMS.

W E have three very sacred covenants in the East,Vand I want to tell you a littie about themn to-
night.. The first is the covenant of water, -the second
the covenant of bread and sait, and the third is the
covenant of blood. Water is not 80 plentiful in the
Eust as liere. When travelling in Egypt at every
station where the train stops littie boys and girls will
corne me board, with botties of water, trying in every
language which they ean speak, te maka yen understand
what they have got, se that they eau sail yen a littie
Of the precious water. When you reach Cairo you go
out ail] alene inte the city, and are raady to pay any
amount of money for. a- drink. lJnless you are a
Mohammaden you cannet enter into the inosque and
drink the water there. But ail at once from the
inidat of the mule-drivers in a crowded street yen will
hear a musical voies crying, - Who is thirsty, let him
corne haore and drink! " And elbowing your way
through the crowd yen will sea a group of water-man,
with skin bags of water and cups, offaring a drink
freely to every ouawho will taka it. Yotinotice hew-
ever, that aécl one as ha drinks says something to the
mnan, and as you go upý f or your own CUp ef water you
find that by drinking it, you have entered inte a coen-
ant. In yonder harem a mother is watching by har
dying boy, and in lier agony she has sent out thasa
water-men asking every oe who drinks to pray te,
their God, that he may racoer. The water is not
exactly frec, it is the water of a coveant. This
coenant is only for a time, but every time yeu drink
with an Oriental you enter îuto it.

The bread aud sait covenant lasta for forty Yeara.
If you should attanipt to go through the wildarnass

of Syria to Tadmor, you would ha killed by the first
tribe you met, uniess you were able te enter inte the
bread and sait covenant with the chîef, Than ha
would ho obliged to defend you for forty ycars. On
Friday eveningy in every Jewiah home there is a pire-
paration for tha Sabbath. Part of it consists in send-
ing a little boy to the top of the bouse to watch for
the first star. As soon as it appears ha runs down
and tells the farnily. They have bread ready and the
head of the farnily serves it to the rest at once. The
rneaning of it is that tbey there enter into a covenant
with God.

What is the covenant we stand on with Hirn to-day?
We know our Lord drank water with tbe weman o!
Saînaria, and that H1e ate bread with sinners, but H1e
ontered into the blood covenant also. lIn Uppor
Egypt thera lives a weaithy gentleman, the vice-consul
of the land, and a great friend of the United States
Government. Wben the Arnerican Grant visited the
country and ho beard that hie was coîng up the Nule,
he sent an invitation to him to conte and visit him.
When ha knew that lie was coming, ha ment out ser-
vants to clean the streeta; thon lie decorated the city
with the stars and strîpes. Some of the bouses were
completely covered with thcm. On the day o! bis
arrivai aIl the people in the city and for miles around
assernbled to sec the wonderful Ainerican Grant.
When lie arrived at the eon.4tl's bouse, a servant
stood near the staps, holdingr a bullock by one band
and a dagger in the othor. mAs Grant alighted, with
one biow of the dagrger the servant eut off the bead o!
the bullock, sprinkled the blood over the steps, and
tbrew the body to one sida of the walk and the head
to the othar. The Aiierican Grant had to enter the
house by stepping upen the sprinkled. blood. The
meaninig of it wus that the ewner of the lieuse estab-
liihed a blood covenant with ini, and preînised to be
bis friand forever. lia would neyer be untrue to hiîn
as long as blood flowed in ha8 vains.

Thereise another custein practised arnong the people
in Northern Syria. which sheds nmeta light on this
blood coenant. Walking along the streets yen will
observe a young mnan waaring a charm, and, upon
asking what it means, wiil be toid that ha is in a cove-
nant, and bas a friand soeiwhare who would protect
himi witb bis life. lIn order to enter into it thay both
went to a public place in the city, and proclairned their
intention to the people. Then witb a spear they cnt
open their arrns, and each drauk the othar's bleod.
Tbay wara than in sucli seiemn covenant with each
other that no wife or chiid, could ever separate thern.
Thay were not asbamad thon to wear the charin that
proclairnad their friandship.

I bieva that David and Jonathan enterad into this
blood covenant. lit is the very Passoer biood that
was eprinklad lu Egypt; nay, the precions blood shed
upon Oalvary was like it. God las bound Himseif te
us in an aternal covenant o! bioed. Ha knew nothiug
aise euld, sava us.

May God bless you abuudantly, and enter inte a
sacrad covenant with yen, and enable you te do what
yen cau for His glory. Wben lI firat heard tIare wag
a Beracîah Home in New York, I said, «"Why, wlere
did thay get that name? That is a Syrian word, and
means 'blessing.' lit is like my own naine, Barakat-


