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MR. P~RESTON AND THE MISSIONARIES.

ISEE that my friend, Mr. W. T. R. Preston, is giving the mission-
ary authorities sonie advice as the restilt of two years' friendly

observation o f the work of their representatives in Japan. There

is no indication, as 1 write, -of the manner in which they intend to

treat this advice ; but if I were responsible for the management of

Christian missions in Japa n, would consider very seriously what Mr.

Preston bas to say. He is not a hostile critic; but lie is a fiend on

efficiency. Hie does hate to see work botched or neglected. Possibly

he sets too.higli a standard of excellence for rnissionary achievernent;

but that would be a reason why bis advice as to rnethods should be

considered rather than one wby it sbould be disregarded. Tbey miglit

not attain, to the superlative success he bas in view; but tliey would

bce on the right road as far as they could bre,ast the bul.

TNCIDENTALLY 1 have corne to thec conclusion that Mr, Preston
Ais a poor politician. The Conservative press bias ftugbit us to

tliink of "hug-tbe-rnachine". Preston as the incarnatini of experienced

and adroit party chicanery. Hie is pictured for uls as the man behind

the machine, the sbrewd and -long-beaded scheciner whio knows ail tbe

dark and devious ways of party manipulation, the "hiandyv man" of the

Liberals wheni in Oppositioni and their favourite cbild when in power.

And, natilrally, 1 along withi the rest of the reaintg public bad allowed

sorne of thiis chiatter to soak ii. 1 thougb,-t of Preston as sbrewd and

clevr-apast master in tbe arts of political srtg.But 1 arn

beginniing to have nîy doubts. Thatt bc was miraculously scesu

in kýeepingý life in the old party or.ga-nisa-tion %vhien thle Liberals were

in Opposition and'as poor as the proverbial churcli miice, is a mnatter

or history; but that is aboult ail there is to the lgd.Certainly ini

those dlays, lie (Jid] not wil, bis v!ictories; witb, thec long.puirse; for lis

party did not possess it. Yet lie di]d wlin victories-thoulgb ofteti only
*'mioral" onles. Is it flot possible that lie kept ahive the savin fire of

entbuisiasmi in the breasts of bis fellow workers by that tireless zeal

for figbiting which now leads imii inito every "Fracas" that coines bis*-

way?* *

OINE would have thouglit, for instance, that Preston had troubles

Senougb of bis own these storrny tirnes witbout stirring ulp the

missionary churches to regard bim witb a questioning-if not a hostile

-eye. To begin with, the Conservative party of Canada-r
sîderable body of mnen-look upon hirn with suspicion. lie

their- antagonism, praetically ail his life. Then he goes to

to enjoy a nice office given hirn by his grateful party frien(

would have said: "That fixes Preston, at least as long as the,

are in power." But the first thing wc know, lie is the cer

storm in the immigration departrnent, and good old AIf. Ju,.

here giving evidence against him. It seems incredible; but

written on the records.' Now hoxv do yoil accounit for that ?

find pretty soon that, whatever else rnay be saidl about it, Pr(

obviously been doing, sorne liard hitting. Instead -of lyl.

luxuriou.sly ina sineccure, he lias been keepingý upi bis 1

exercises. I arn as far as possible from expressing an (opini

the rights or wrongs of that business. .The impressi.on tl

Stratbcona was against Preston has done him infinite. harni

Canadian people who regard their Hligli Commissioner as a

best national product. But it all bears out my belief that P

a rnigbty poor poliician. He doesn't even know a "soit sna

he secs it.

TN that London business, lie managed to get foul of c
A.labour, too-something no truly good politician would ev

of doîng-and, in the end, he was transplanted to Jap'an.

com~es home frorn japan with the scars of another figlit on bit

he lias been defying estahlished trade conditions and seetu

upset nearly everything in the kingdorn except the, -ilkadc

is a good deal of mystery about this part of thebuies'

rurnoured that rnuch will corne out when Parliament meets.

to say that it is more and more trouble for the gentleman

supposed to have retired peacefully týo bis réward in Londloi

years ago.ý But is bis cup of troubles full? Not for a minut
lie is waiting for this affair to develop, le "takes on" the i
leaders of Canada. Christian missions in Japan are nlo more

ness than that of any other Christian., le may have bis o

the way in whi-ch tbey are rnanaged; but there was no cspecvi

hirn to get the preachers down on him by. assaîing metho

they hiave established and followed for rnany -a yearw

boastedl suiccess. But -that point of, view does not seem

occurred to the pugnacious Preston. He saw wbat lbe rega:

mnistake, and be irnredlately pointed it out-through a r'

lie is, the "enfant terrible" of Canada.

* * *

BUT be is a mighty poor politician. lie -xvas providetBvided for the ,Liberals when tbey bad nlothing t

organiser but an'opportunity to fight; a nd sub5equent ev,

seen to indicate that tlwy could not have offered Presto:
else half so ternpting.
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