
CANADIAN COURIER.

UniversitiesShould be Free
4) ARSITY wants more money, I notice. It

shouid get it. When McGill was pusbing
V ts campalgu for fuda few years ugo,

mighty few ways in wbich a communlty can invest
rnuey with a surer hope of dividends tlian in edu-
cation--and this applies to higlier as weil as to the
commoner branches of edlucation. Everybody wili
agree with this theory as applied to the common
scliool; but there are some wlio boggie over it ehen
applled to the university. That le because of a mis-
taken belief that the unlverstty is a iuxury of the
-well-to-do. It is nothiug o! the sort. It is a door of
opportunity for the ambitious and thie determiued
.and the plucky and the Industrious. It is o! far
greater value, indeed, to the poor than to the ricli.
Without it, the sonis of the poor mught neyer get au
opportunity; w1hile the sons5 o! the ricli would have
their fiyiug-start in life lu any case. Moreover, the
sons of the poor almost always make far better use
of it. Many a ricli boy finds his ruin ln the uni-
*verslty. That Is not the fault of -the college, but
usually of the pirent who loves the ostentation o!
glvlugls son more*money than Is good for him.

M ANY o! the men wh'om I kuew wheu lu coilege
were worklug their owu way through. Rlch?
They badn't a penny tbat they dldu't earn in

-vacation-tme. It was flot weaIth that brouglit thern
to coliege, but courage and determination. What
they wouild have done, If there had been no0 college
to go to, I eau only conjecture. Undoubtedly, Young
men wlth sucli good stuif lu them wouid have
lemerged somewhere. I arn not a prlg who holds that
a coliege education Is a necessity to a good man.
But every good man l'have. ever taiked wlth asserts
that ýt Is a great beip. The open-door of the uni-
versity offers to many a Young fellow the oniy way
of escape from au otberwIse sordid life of drudgery,

so that le bas thea drivîng-power to get bimself
through college, but lie lacks the genlus to mnake býis
way iu life without a college training.

0 NE o! the alternatives suggested in lieu of getting
more funds for 'Varsity, is .to raise the fees.
That would le a crime. What sbould be done,

indeed, Is to abolisb ail fees. There is no reason in
the world why a provincial university like 'Varsity
should not be absolutely free to ail-corners. The
great tJniversity o! the Sorbonne, lu Paris, is !ree-
not oniy to ail Frendlimen-but to ail foreigners.
You, who are reading tbese uines, cau go to Paris
and enter your naines for the free courses lu the
Sorbonne, where you wili bear lectures by the first
professors In France on ail the subjects of a uni-
versity course. Neither poverty nor race nor age
ils any bar. Soame o! the more popular academie
lectures lu this splendid universlty are crowded to
the doors-a tribute alike to the generosity of te
French nation and the appetite for knowledge of
the Freuchi people.

'T HE continental universities are not mucli botbeýred
ibythe ."prankishness" of our coilege popula-

tion this side of the water.' Tbey are far too
serlous. Life ils too mucli o! a struggle over there-
competition is too severe-the rare opportunitie-s o!
college training too higbly esteemed. A Harvard
professor,.who "exdbanged" with a professor o! the
Sorbonne, was amazed at the wonderful earnestness
of the satudents lie tauglit. AMter lecture, It was the
customary tbiug for many of then to follow him to
bis quarters to ask hlm questions about bis lecture
and to eagerly dlscuss anythilg novel lie had said.
His experience in Harvard had neyer given him a
parallel to this. We will gel this spirit lu our col-
leges when ýour economnic coniditions out here tigliten
up a bit; but one step toward it, whloh might be
take-n at once, would be to -aboliali fees and throw
the doors open wide to the "climbers" amný,ng out
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A POLICE CRUISER
.MISS CANADA (AS THE RAINBOW ESCORTS THE SIKHS BEYOND THE 3..MILE LIMIT):-"WHILE OUR
NAVAL PROGRAMME IS PENDING, WOULD'NT LT, BE ADVISABLE TO KEEP THE POLICEMAN STEADY

ON THE JOB?"

Young people. It is the gilded student, who looks
upon bis college course as a sort of deceutly dis-
guised holiday, who Indulges iu "praulis" and is will-
ing to risk being "sent down."

T 0 abolish ail fees and make the universities free
would be to increase the proportion of serions
students, attending them-aud to heip create a

public opinion within the student body whicb would
frown successfully uapon "prankishness." I would
be iu favour myself of a public fund to assist students
from outside ýmunicipalities to pay their board and
other expenses incidental to living in a universitY
city and attending lectures. I dare say that corn-
munal common-sense wili not go that far for soie
time; but we can at least make a begiuning bY
throwing open the doors of our colleges to ail-corners
in the fine French fashion. To say that tbýose who
want a university education should pay for 11, is to
say that the poor boy usuaily rnust do without it;
and that is neither democratic, patriotic no'r deceutly
just. It is not :the poor boy's fault tbat bis parents
are poor. He did not choose theni. He miglit have
elected to be born in the Rockefeller househoid if
lie had been consulted. But lie was pitch-forked intC
bis "station in iIfe"ý-exasperatIng and blasphemolS
words-without bis consent.

MN/ OIZEOVER, tbe lack o! qualities wblch 'las kePt
VIbis parents poor îs very likely to be bequeathed

to him, as a sort of negative legacy. If there
be anything ln heredity, lie ought to start life undei
a handicap. It Is true tbat the assinine polley OJ
most rich men to'ward their sons tends to overcoflE
this handicap--or, rather, to neutralize it with 0
f ar deadler handicap on the "poor ricli boy." Bill
the fact rernains that, so far as nature goes, the pool
boy is llkely to be In more real need o! the artlc5ý
help o! a college course than the ridli boy; aud conl
sequently, if there be auythiug In the brotherûOO(
o! man, he ouglit to get It. In the famlly, we do no!1
starve the lean chuld and stuif the fat one. Whi
should we do It deliberately, as a matter o! settleÉ
policy, lu the hurnan famlly? Let us keep before uIs
as a desîrable goal, a free uulverslty and a publiC
scholarship fund for ail poor lads who need i.

THE MONOCLE MAN.
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