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;;;Im;litions of army-organizing in Quebec.
_ Plains of Abraham there was the great ‘Ross Rifle

i e

gilent oration in the ante-

room-to the Premier’s office

in the Parliament Build-

ings of Quebec. Entertaining the 3

visitor who mhay have to wait a good - O . ¥

while before seeing the original :
. Magniloqueritly - orating—on what?
Pérhaps on the rights of man; the
ancient feudatory privileges of the
French people; truth about the war
——or theé poetry of the superb sceno-
gcape that swings in great billows
of hills and river and sky right up

to the window.

No doubt Sir L.omer Gouin is elo
quent. I have never-heard him in
that role. What struck me most as
1 looked at the mannikin on the
table was that the Premier of Que- .
beec is above all things successful.

When one reflects upon the shrewd
hold ‘this man has upen the .prac:- -
tical emotions and political sym-
pathies of a great province, it is-
toiwonder what fine etiquette must: .
tave passed between him and Sir
Robert Borden before the two Pre- -
miers met on the: same platform in -
Quebec (City a: few days ago0.. e
wde a National Service meeting. -
The object was to stimulate recruit- - .
ing. Sir Lomer believes in national
gervice. He also believes in Te-.
cruiting. Nothing pleases thig mas-
ter of political campaigns and ad-
ministrative business more than the.
opportunity to do something for the
social organism represented by his:
fellow-countrymen. Affairs of State
abgorbh  him, He has an imborn
gense of public opportunity. :

When I took the liberty of ‘bnenﬂy
interviewing Sir Lomer Gouin last
summer, the Province of Quebec
was much exercised over recruit-
ing. . Many Nationalists in the old
city ‘talked much about what other
peaple:  geemed to consider was
thelr plain duty to enlist. Military
officers belonging  to. peace regi- :
ments were going about in civilian
clothes. There was a camp in the
¢city.  ‘Some sentry <was forever
standing guard, - Now wand then
some soldiers marched—mnot many.
Occasionally there was a bugle.
But khaki was not the prevailing
colour. ' In a city which has more
military traditions than any other
in Canada there was very little
soldiering at a time when most of
the world wag at war. Sixteen
miles up the river there was a large
camp of soldiers in khaki. Once’

~in a while Valcartier spilled over ;
into Quebec, gpent its money and dusted back again.
A good many of the soldiers that came and went at
8ir Lomer Gouin’s 1Capital were French-Canadian.
You neyver heard any plain clothes officer of French-
Canadian’ breed find any fault with these patriots,

o R siatuctte_delivers s Szr Lomer Gouin, Premier of Quebec, is ‘also the Political
A - and Business Head of the Fiim, Johnnie Courteau & Co. :

“l

It was a free country. Even in Quebec a man might

enlist if he chose without earning the opprobrmm of
hig ‘conpatriots.

THE'RE was, in fact, a good deal of earnest talk
among some of the officers as to the facts and
On the

fa.ctory With its thousands of employees Some-
where elge in the city there was a munition factory
or two. It wag ‘even said by one reasonable officer
that the demand for labour-in the various industries
rt war was 8o keen in that part of the country that
t would be hard to spare a large percentage of men
'!or the wearing of khaki.

Much talk of some sort‘ of census or natioﬁa!
l‘egister that sheuld determine what the various
Darishes in Sir Lomer Gouin’s Province mlght do by
gay of sending men into camps East of the Ancient

ity—perhaps so many; west—so many. ‘But in all,
1Ot a grest many. You see, the province was 80
contoundedly ‘busy on the farmw, in the paper fac-

St

~lories, in the cotton mills, in the mines, in the muni-
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* Borden in ‘Quebec Clty, Dec. 7, 1916

© than our men of the 22nd battalion.”

ways, that it would be a matter of sharp arithmetic
to deterr:ine how many thousands could be spared
for the kind of national service represented by
fighting,

S0 when Sir Lomer Gouin appeared on the national
gervice platform of Sir Robert Borden, he knew
pretty well what Quebec i3 or is mot doing in the
matter of soldiers. He was not opposing enlist-
ment, Never. He is too shrewd at the idea of
national service. He i8 too experienced in the art
of meeting people and getting their points of view.
Not necegsarily to act ‘on them, © ¢ \

The morning 1 met him he came out of his office
with a bang.

- “Sorry_to have kept you waiting——"

Resonant very distinet—I think (}ouin enjoys
speaking and might even enjoy acting. He was im-
peccably groomed, fresh as a youth in the morning.

“Busy—yes. But you should have sent me notice,
1 could show you about.”

e wanted to know the subject on which he was
expected to talk, supposing that the cbject of the
vigit was practical, when it.was merely to get an
impression of the Premier ‘

“How do you succeed in operating wha.t is called
a medxaeva,l Prov———

“Ah,” looking somewhat rouged. “What is that?”

Evidentlv thig was an écho of some anininons that
nmwn
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"The Premier of Quebec on tlxe Nahonal Semce Platform with Sir Robert

AM here,” sald Slr Lomer “to say in the presence of the Prime Minister of Can-
ada that ‘this province will continue to-do its duty. -
as excusing my province,
has traditions of courage, bravery and love of liberty.
lost their virtues or their courage.

-} do not want to be understood
for it does not need to be excused. We belong to a race that
We will show that we have not
We still remember our cradles and our mothers.
Vou have seen the example of this at Ypres, at Festubert, at Courcellette and else-
where, and among the bravest who have bled and fallen there none have been greater
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P OwW S HIS PEOPLE

wind. ' I had failed to realize how
much of a “bete noir” the mediaeval
idea is to Sir Lomer, who is no
more of a mediaeval than Rodolphe
Forget—begging each other’s par-
don for mentioning both in the
game sentence, for you never ‘can
feel quite sure of 'your table part-
ners in Quebec. :

“A mediaeval Province by mod-
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ern business methods,” I con-
cluded. :
He did not answer this. It was

what he might call a “faux pas.”
But: it made mo difference to his
geniality.” Gouin thinks bigger than
Quebec. - That is one reason he is
80 effective. 1 think he ‘ under-
gtands Ontario pretty well. One
might compare him in this resgpect
with two other famous and dec-
ceased Ontario Premiers, Mowat
and ‘Whitney. Less of a lawyer.
‘more of a business man than
Mowat, but as important to the
‘Quebec of to-day as Mowat was to
the Ontdrio of thirty years ago; as
shrewd a Liberal, less learned in
constitutional law, not less acute
“in diagnosis, But Mowat in Quebec
Wwould haye been a foreigner;
“whereas Gouin in Ontario would
feel very much at home. The Que-
" bec Premier dominates his party
as much as Whitney ever did his,
and with more of it to dominate.
But there never was a velvet glove
on any of Whitney’s tables, and the
iron hand ig seldom seen oOn
Gotin’s, who is not a ruler so much
“'as a leader and a conciliator.

ET it used to be easier to get
. “an interview out of ‘Sir James,
if he happened to be in the right
indignant humour, than it is to
worm anything for publication out
of Sir Lomer. Gouin is a wary man.
He falls into no traps. His geniality
may be at top motch, but it ne\(r
Jeads him irto blabbing.

“ART® he admitted. "“Make no
mistake. Quebec is ' Liberal.
Laurier? He never was stronger
here than he is to-day, I am sure.”

There had leen doubts about
this in dSome quarters. In Quebec
it seems most of the Tories are
dead. There ds no Opposition. It
takes a strong man not to become
spoiled with such a majority. Sir
Lomer Gouin is one public man who
is able first of all to swing senti-
ment into a voting majority and’
afterwards to keep his head and
gtay as human asg a Christmas tree
when he has an overwhelming monopoly of the
people behind him as represented by Legislature.

Success of this kind is worth while to study from
the inside out. Why is Sir Lomer Gouin the safest
keeper of an obliterating majority in any Premier’s
chair in Canada?

Because he i first a pollticlan. This is a simple
thing to say. But in Sir Lomer’s case not so simple.
It would be much easier to play such a role in B. C.
In Quebec there iz a shifting game, Sir Lomer
Gouin was no novice when he began to play it. He
did not step up from a college to the stump. He
had no flamboyant ideals to repress. Before he was
@ politician—he was a man of business or he
would have been rattled by the temperament of
Quebec politics, He took over the Premiership when
he was law partner with Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux.
He had been some years a member of the Legislature
under Premier Parent, who was a dictator and no
business man. The business of the Province was in
a bad way: It was Lomer Gouin’s first business to
reconstruct the machinery.  He did it; slowly,

patiently, wisely—converting chronic deficits into
surpluses, bad roads into zood ones, fathering modern
improvements and extensions of utilities, fostering
great mdnstrim alwavs with the careful head of one™
who, with other clothes, might have been a priest
among the peomo
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