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massive monolithes, watched thèm. i. pompouity of oJJo
CIri~Ima~ grouped in liii'..high o5leri the w.nuof another, ti
~ttOU great àvenuos 1k. personal peculitim àcf.1111anothwi
cbligtthe alies of a VWs wouid .b. held up to univeral ridicuj
C~»~fgtcathedral, uncovered by these mlsohevous and impude.ê,

Coninued ,<,m and not ,ncioed 'by creatures; for thie Saturiiolla gave tii..
Pae7 walle, rearing their license to do and oay Just what thq

Pagef o reet Of etone pleaeed. For the time, master vos slave
upward to the frosty heavens. Âxid and slave vas master. Society vau
ail this maze of myetic pill&râ, the turned upside dowin.
danmes of countiese fines giared et night, Among free-born Romans the cele.
at the Druide, crowned with chu Piets Of bration 'was1 ewhat Ions boisterou,
green, moved in their impoeing pro. and vas arkcd by maRy a custom
cessionai. At a distaince, the uninitiated whieh ha been pcrpetuated ia our OWS
go?.ed with awe upon the specltacle, Per- Christma usages. The. giving of pros.
ceinv inig on the cliffe the frantie ligures ente was as univereai then as now, lpjl
of the Drutidesses, their hart strcainig with tbe sensible retriction that th".
in a so'rt of fiery mist, as they wa.ved shouid never bc expensive. At o»
their torches wiidly and shrieked out time tbé modern piague of laborate
eab91ii'tic words and litanies, whilc tbe giving appearedat Romne, but it wus
myri;aql piliars echoed to the fearful checked by a sumptuary kaw; and after
chant in-, of the Druide. Here vas, that, if aniy one received a vcry cos*ly

in~uan awfni precursor of the Christ- presentlhe was not aliowed to koep it,
lll&lg ilmgt"we knowa heathen Christmas but. muet seli it at auction te the higiiose
before Christ, kept hy tall, skin-clad bidder. The proceode of the sale woat
se'. A24g. on whose volcanie passions a into the treasury of the temple of
(ilekl waý, placed oniy bytb rpud Saturn. Thorofore, gifts wore simple
magic powers of their mysteriofli priestB. and inexpensivo-a jar of olives, a bux

IReme's Great Winter Holiday of toothpicks, a fow napkins, -a crash
"Ru..dsérfair te our Christmas was of jellied flsh, a lacerna or short.louk,,

lhot rotons holiday which the Romans some swetmeats made of honey and
knew tnder the naine of Saturnalia, and cheese, and other things of the saine
in w'.hieli werc mierged two other festi- character. Most common, howover, at a
vis. tle Brumalia and Juvonalia, so present et the Saturnalia vere thiek vwu
thiat finallv not a single day, but the candies, Uiousands of which were ex.
entire period from the loth of December changed by frionde and lighted in a gms.,,
to the eerly part of January, was given oral illumination.
up to revoiry. No- one cmi tel-the Banquets of the Saturnalia%,
Poina gtiaemseives haed quite forgotten aeith fronbgntervls
it-jniat how the cuetom of the Satur-' atinhoferonbgnt.rvos
naliài began. t was"older thon their which were hold in every large bouse-
recorded bistory, and it iasted untilitj hold. Ail formality was dispeneed vith.
passed under the purifying influence of The gnees rochned on vhatever coiucb
Christiaiiity and became the Christmas each might select, ignoring »Il prose-
cycle of the Middle Ages. dence. Thoy ate of oach course as oftoa

1In namq, of course, it vas a foast in as they likcd, and no course vas remov.d
hionor of the old Italic dity Saturnus, until ail prsesent voted that thoy lied had
whjoaeccording to tradition, taught the .enough of it. Drinking vent 6n at piese-

art of agriculture t ti.rueihbt ure. Every one caliod for what hie vaut-artof griultre o te rde nhait cd, from- the costiy Chien wines of
ants. of Italy. In reality, liko the Greeco, elightly dashed vith sait, te the-
Egyptimn and Jcwish and German and strong Massie'and Falernian vmntage of
Celtic fenas, it~, vas a welcomo e t he Iay h ihswr svroi sti
coming of the s un and te the, firet stir- Iay h ihswr àvrosa h

'. ing oftheveralgorinaingwines. Oys tcrs and enails, gae pies,
,Jins o th venalgerinaingimpulse anchovies, every kind of flsh, granules of

in the earth. On the evesing of the l9th pork, and.dormice broiled upon the. ou.'
of Deembr--eorresponding rougbly to bore, meats hot with muatard, lanas,
our Christmas Evei-a pontiff took hie haatgue-fwaddvlde
place boforo Saturn's jtemple, a nd ex- hesantbuna owld av mtced tii
claimed- with a sonorous voico:_teaudn wl hvmtcete

"Satrnaial o, aturali!" nost lavieh Christmas' cheer of later

The cry was taken'up by thousaide, As the gueste became gorged with the
and was ropeated exultantly throughout rc oo n fuhd wit ine, theythé Foum and along the eacred Way.rcýh foda aster fhe feat, r Pg~
It flew from mouth to moùth until alilcoeamee fth et r"i
Rome was riging with the ehout of vhoee duty vas to contrive amusement.
"Io,Saturnalia !» and whosc orders every> person proes

waa hniind to crrvlou . n atter how
A Day of Social License'

Then, juat as the carth vas soon te
b. freed froîm the bonds of winter, "0
the fetters or, convention were relaxed
among theootan people. No Mau
could ho convicted of a crime, for the
courts wero closed. No man could ho
punished for a crime, for to punieh vas
tg ho poll utd. The slaves who swarmed
iu Rome put upon their heads the cap
of libert~y awd mocked their masters with
impunity. Burly Germans and sleok
Cilicians invaded the beautiful dining-
halls, and, sprawling upon the couches,
ordered up the choiceet vintages of the
Greek isiands, gulping down the per-
fumed ,'vines as these were poured from,
the sînoky amphorae. No one checked
their license. If the master entored, he
vas roughly bidden to serve the mon
whom at any other time ho might order
to ho lashed or branded, or oven burned
alive. Drink-inflamed revelers* wouid
otten tear the togas froîn the Roman
gentlemen of the famiiy, and swathe
themselves in the white foids of the
stately gananents, hiccuping out ribald
songe and insults without the àlightest
fear of punishment.

The ct>verer Greek slaves woid flnd
their Fun in a way iess gross but poàsi-
bit ,till more iritatîng to their Roman
.wners. Gathering together. they would
go through the forni of eiecting 110w

officers and mtaistrittes front among
thcmsel-ves -consuls, pretors, prefects,
ediles, pontitis, and the reat ' -TI n
these mock noffcials w'ould go forth tfh
the badgos of th.uir rank, and wittilv bur.
lesquie tht- real magistrates with 'every
kind (f gî,teFýqtîe exaggeratioîi. to the
intense jen tof thcero iswho

absud tey wre.At the eommand of
the "king," tkerc trooped in acrobate.
and Spanish dancing girls, loulou fli4te-
playors, and clowns, ech set domng a
"turn" for the enjoymenit of tie con-
pany.

Finally, the "king"' would give the
most extravagant commande te hiseno-
porary subjocte. The oldeet and -mOsS
dignifled person present vouid be jnade
to dance on the diing-tabic and *iig
tho latest popular eong. Anothor vs.
ordored to pick up a Ilute-giri and carry
ber threo times arôund the bouse. SOiI
anothor wpuld-receivo a whispored com-
mîand to walk up to somo promiiieft
senator who vas thero and ineuit hue -

ffrossly. Othors vere forced te drink
beakers of brine, or te have a jar. of
w.ino poured down their baeke, or tô be
plunged in the vater of the cieterna in
the adjacent conservatory.

As tho night vore on, the fun grew
fast and furious. The pungont >moke
of the lampe thickeued the air, itnd the.
fumes of wine mingled with it. The
feast became an orgy, vith .a pandeoê,
niuni of shoute and songe, ot chiik iS
dice, and of dishes falling on the marbie
floor. The scenes enactod -here, whOID
the drunken slaves came in and limbd
upon the couches with their masters,
bave given a Jark significance to the
very naine of Saturnalia.

The Adveut of Chrietianity
~\ien Chiritianity first made its influ-

ence feit in Italy, and, lator, over Uic
entire Nworid. it took these he4then rites
and uerenonices anid,,coniccrated thelfl te
its owil beneficent and noble ends. The

("onu ouc<I on Page 72'
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