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Our estimate’ of the' ‘crop of 1906, |
which has since been verified by the |- =5
latest returns: of  the 'actual outcome, | _ .
was 190,000,000 bushels of cereals, as | s

compared ' with 167,000,000 for 1905.
Our estimate for 1907 is 160,000,000,
divided as follows:
Wheat--70,000,000 bushels.
Oats—175,000,000 bushels.
Barley—15,000,000: bushels.

With two  years' increase of settle-

ment this is not a :good showing, but | d

it is too slight a falling off ‘to distress |

anyone living in the West.  The aver-

age yeld per acre is, of course, low; |

wheat 14 bushels; oats 33, and ‘barley.
95. About half of the wheat * will
grade as fit for milling—No. 4 or bet-
ter. Oats suffered more :from frost
than wheat, and about two-thirds of
the crop is of the lower grades.

After 'a winter. of severity, greater
than had been known for a quarter of
a century, the farmers succeéded, al-
though a month later than for many
years, in sowing an acreage: as' large
as that of 1906. The growing season
in Saskatchewan and. Alberta was all
that could be desired, but in southern
Manitoba the rainfall was quite insuf-
ficient; so that, barring frost,. it
seemed as if the two Western Pro-
vinces- would show excellent results
and: Manitoba would disappoint us.
But frost came to the late-sown crops
and did an amount of damage hardly
recognized’ at the time, so that in the
end Manitoba, where the conditions
had improved, and southern ' Alberta
produced the best crops beth in quality
and quantity.

Apart from 'the peculiarities of the
crop of 1907, the difficulties of market-
ing the crop have been so pronounced
and have caused so much discussion in
the newspapers, that it may be well tc
refer frankly to some of them. The
farmers blame the grain dealers as tq
price, both farmers and dealers blame
the railroads as to car supply, and for
the first time in the history of the
North-West the - banks have found it
difficult, because of the many demands
by borrowers, to release the money ne-
cessary to carry the grain to market.
One might think from some recent
criticisms that these difficulties had
never been heard of before. whereas
they have accompanied the marketing
of grain and cotton in the Un'ted
States, from time to time. throngh the
entire history of its settlement. We-
have been . proceedine unon the as-
sumption that the railroads can carry
to the point of lake navigation all the
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sult it must hurt many more farmer

than it benefits. So long:as it is poa-
sible for hundreds of orders for single
cars to be placed in the names 'of
people who have actually no grain to
ship, it cannot be also possible for the
elevator companies to get cars to ship
grain with reasonable promptitude, or
to place the blame for lack of cars
with any precision upon the railroad
companies. ' It seems clear that the
Act should be entirely reconsidered
and amended before we enter upon
another season. i
In -the cattle business the striking
feature, of course, was the very heavy
losses on the ranges caused by the
severe winter. It will doubtless take
two or three years for the stock of
cattle, horses, and sheep. on the
ranges to get back to a normal con-
dition. Meanwhile prices are hkely
to be , even though dear money
and lack of cars may affect the situa-
tion for the moment. The fact that
several shipments of Alberta cattle
have been made to Chicago via Mon-
tana with highly satisfactory results,
shows the natural widening of the
market coincident with the decline in
the supply. It is to be hoped that the

farmers of the three provinces will

now be firmly impressed with the
wisdom of breeding cattle,
sheep and pigs to an extent not at-
tempted heretofore. Not only does
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