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S 'stra.nver viewing scenes and obyzcts new to bim, is often. of fnea,ter value than the careless -
~ notice of persons to whom they are more familjar. The impression.Wwhich I received of
. the condition and prospects of-the Colony was more favorable than, I had béen led to
~ - anticipate. To me the indicitions of ceriain progress and growth oF prosperity seemed
‘ - manifest. I saw with pleasmie the application of science to-the development of the gold
" mines of Cariboo, With equal satisfrption 1 witnessed the extending agriculture, and -
_ ascertained the stccess o . stock raising ‘Within Gar own borders. Exportatlon of coal and |
lumber is increasing. ¥ 'hile the information which I gathered went to show that the ~
" spirib of excitedient and specwlation, which-is only tog apt to be prevalent in gold pro-,
ducitig countries, has gradually subsided, leaving in its place a -healthier tone of feeling
and sounder basifor commercial transactions. ? ’
Sinee my visit to the Mainland, vecent discoveries of fresh ‘gold fields ‘have been
- reported, which, if they prove to Le important, wilk tend to infuse new spirit into enter-
prise of all kmds, and will doubtless. stimulate hoth trade and’ productlon I have -
* ~confidence in the future of British Columbiy, if onfy- .her” affairs ave conducted: with
discretion ; 4nd at the base of all superstructure must {ie the ﬁnancml arrangements,
- . slm]l lay before you at-once the Estimates which liavé been plepaled for, the -
ot L current year. The details will be. explained” hy the gficers of the Government to whose,
w Depmrtmen“s the several heads of appropriation relate. )
They contain few besides the usual provisions. The. most important addition is a
O proposi\ed subsidy~of (%4, 500) Four thousand five hundred Dollaxs, to the Western Union
nLelegraph Company, to assist in the maintenance of telegraphic communication with
Porthrid, and through' Portland with the rest of the world. It was vepresented to me,
upon cvidence which T had no reason to déubt, that without this aid the communication
would ccase, apd I have. thought thmt under all the clrcumst‘mces it may be mth
\ . propriety afforded. . :
) At the same time that apphc&(udn was made on this matter, the Teleoraph Company
. offered to transfer to the. Government their property in the lme between Swinomish and
Quesnelmouth as-it s’mnds, 1)1ov1ded that the Government would undertake to repair,
- maintain, and Work it. I caused careful enquiry to be made as to the probable cost to the
‘Colony of such an undertaking, and found that it would ‘amount to $8,000 for this year, -
i excess of any receipts which can be expected. I have not thought myself _]ustlﬁeﬂ n
, incurring this outlay, ifi view of our financial position, unless speclal pxo'insxon can be
made f01 it. - T have not, therefore, pliced it on the Estimates,] ,but 1 waI [ lay papers,
relating to’the mafter before you. b
I have lowever, included an wplnoprntlon of §5, 000 for the promo‘a n of immigra-
tion, to pxomde for a continuation of the 'experiment ‘which has been mafle to assist the
introduction of female immigrafits, and in the hope that we may be able to organize the
commencement of some pmctlcal arnn"ement to aid the.immigration of ovncultulal
settlers. Tnterest is manifested “in Encland on the subject of Emlvmfbmn, and T ‘will
em}leavor to use means for diffusing a knowledge of our resources. o
The usual votes which yon will ba asked to.grant are computed with stnct rega.rd to -
economy They contemplate- augmented expenditure for roads; but it has been found.s
** imposgible.to include provision for Spme Toatters, to which ¥ would ﬂthy give attention.
I desire to avoid Supplementary Estimates so far as it is practicable to do so, and not to
exceei the provision authorized by you unless forced by great emer ZONCY.
~ ' ' The year closed with a balauce against the public at the Bank: of British' Columbia;
amounting to $27,000, I shall eanse you to be furnished with Schedules of the Assets
and Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st December last, which show a floating -debt of
 large amount, for the Tepayment of which no fitting provision has been made. . Until
sa,hsfactory arrangements ave, adjusted in respect of these Habilities, it behoves us to be -
<eircumspeet in sanctlomno- fresh disbursements,
"X I will submit-to you a Bill, to give authority for the consolidation of this ‘debt, by
the issue of fresh Debentures, at six per cent., and to provide for- its liquidation’ by a.
Sml:me' Fqnd. : . .



