rRUT L.

The dutics of the Lachine Brigade were
sovere and trying during the week. They
had to watch, patrol and guard the whole
lake shore from Lachino to St. Aunca  Tho
two rebel camps, Chateangnsy and Bean.
harnois, wore directly oppo-ite, on the south
sido of Lake St Louis ~nd at an,timo a
night attack might be expected.

Therearrived at Lachino during the weck
alargo yuantity of arme, amnmnition and
blankets for the Glengarriee  Thero weore
placed oa Loard a smul! steamer to bo con-
voyed to the Cascades, but for waut of ¢ m-
munication to ascertain where tuo Glen
garrics wero, the stcamer was dotained at
Lachino until Saturday, the 10th.

Saturday night came. Tho Brigade knew
nothing of tho intended move on Chatean.
gusy until Captain Campbell issued his or-
ders, Batteaux were coliected, of which
there woro a geodly number at the village,
and tho order given at dead of night to em-
bark, Thislooked as if some real work was
to be done beforo niorning,  The horses of
the Luchioe troup stepped into the batteaua
as stoadily asif enter ng their stalls.  The
embarkation was soon completed. The river
was crosscd to Caughnawaga, where the In-
diang joined. Tho furce amounted to about
800 men of all arms. At muidnight or early
morning march was made through the woods
on Chateauguay.

The wholo of the Brigade was not in this
advanco on Chateauguay. Captain Car.
michacl, with pact of 13 Colo St Paui com
pany, had been placed in charge of a steamer
w 8'0 up the Ottowa; Livutsuaut Curmicheel
and the wrniter, wath part of the Lower La-
chine company, Lad charge of tho steamer
with ¢be arms and clothing for the Gleu-
garries and loft Lachincat noon on Suturday
1or the Cascades  Early on Sunday moru-
ing. tne lith of Novumber, the torce from
Lachino rcached Chatcauguay. The patriots
deserted their camp o. **.v approach of the
attacking force. It is well they did, and
that histury has not to recort tic luss of
valuable lives. A few distant stray shots
were exchunged, but they 1c'l shoit of thear
matk. 1t would be weil if we conld say
that this endod the day,

Then commenced 8 work of destruction !
Fires broxe out here, thore and evorywnere
arrund. It usd the appearance at one time
asif the whole vilinge and surrounding
homeatealds would fall a prey to the do-
vourmg clemeat!  No one seemed to know
or would acknowledge to know, theunyin ot
the iies or by whom etarted; the men were
dreadtully oacited und vexcd at not meetiog
the cuemy.

Be taisas it may, befo © order was re’

stored fully n ssore of houscs with barns and [ th

homestuaas fell before tae devounny ilames.
It was a sickeniog, n heartreading sight to
gee poor, helples women and childeen, in
utter gricf and suicken dumb with werror,
begging for prote-tivn!  There httlo trea.
sures, their nouszhuld goods, the hoiaes of
their youwth —ail vauish betore theie very
eyes ! Lncir fathers, their husbands, their
brothers! Theassembied privicis of yes:
terduy ! Now scattered wiad through tue
woo is, homelesy, fricndless ! Secking shol.
ter where they nay !

Reader, yoang Cansdizn reader, thisisa
true picture of u dark day in Canadian his.
tory I+ . uld make odr blood run cold
weie you w witacss such a sccne uy thia,
Lardon us if we exclaim :—-Thy ruined
homes, Chatcavguay! and thy burniog
homeat ads, u»ad rewmembranco bring.

———err()

SIR JOHN'S SUGOESEOR.
DY J. E. COLLINS.

Nutwithstanding that the party organy
have held frcquent diagnoses of Sir John
Macdonald, and ascertained that he was at
ony tumo suffering of Lright s disease, and at
anasther of cuncer in the stemach, the old
gentlemnan atill lives, and gives good pro.
mise for many ycars of hsrd work ycot.
Threatancd men Jive long. Lord Beacons,
ficld, i will be remembered, lived to seven.
ty-seven, and Lod Pelmeraton to eighty.
one, though in regard to cach of thun the

papers in tueir day saww many indications of
tho end coming many years beforo it did.
It has been very much thessymo In regard to
Mr. Gladstone, who is now an older man by
soveral years than ourown Premier, There
has been a good deal of diseussion, howover,
in rcgard to the probable successor to tho
leadorship of tho Conscrvative party, and a
fow notes in TnuTH regarding the matter
may not bo amizs. They may go for what
they are worth.

When, in 1878, overweighed with the
Pacine Scandal, Sir John fell, it was hoped
by somo of his late colleogucs that he could
nover rally a powerful following again,

Dr. Tupper began to move about, his
breast full of ambition. Some promineat
Conscrvatives, among whom was Mr, Peter
Mitchell, Lelioved that it wow requiced
somo such daring ferce s Dr. Tapper's to
breath confidence into tho prustrate party ;
but Conservatives locked over their should.
er at this Nuva Scotia Hercules, then turned
away again, not satisted. Somo remember
¢d tLat Mr. McLelan, the preeent Minister
ot Marino and Fisheries, had described him
as the *'High Pricst of Corrnption,” and no-
ticed that the Doctor was now rich, though
ho had entered public Jife poor. Itis evi.
deat ho was rever regarded by a considera-
ble number of his party asan cligible lead-
er, though it was undoubted that hisam.
bition was in that dircction. Sir Charles
has jgainst him the suspicion that he is
fond of monev. He cannot Lave the power
with the cash,  Sir Joku does not care for
moncy ; rule is what ho sceks ; if the peo-
ple of Canada were not certain of this he
would not be to.day Premier of the Jiomin-
ion.

Sir Lennard Tilley, in the eyesof Reform-
ers, is as a temple reared to virtue ia a Mo-
abitish city. Amongst the English scction
of the Ministry he is tho une peryon whom
all would agreo in trusting ; but he is wear.
icd of publis cares is nearing the bottem of
the bill ; probably he would not accept the
mautlo wers it offered to him.

A small body of the party have recently
brought forwsrd thanume of a gentleman
in wh.in they tell us we arc to observe
1no successor of the present Chieftain. This
is Mr, Dalton McCarthy, a gentleman of
considerable ability and of parliamentary
experience, but of no experience whatever
o official life,

The zealous friends and their successor-
apparent would do well to couviaco them-
sclves that at this day in Canada no public
man is given spurs to wear till he has won

cm.
In the Cabiuet, therofore, I think there is
but one man whose chiancesand qualifications
for tho leadership need bo discussed, and
that is Sir Hector Langevin, Iis abijity im 1
diplomatic skill aro sdmitted even Ly his
opponents; and to his urbanity and courtosy
all join ia bearing testimony, iis connection
with the Pacitic Scandal wall be ot up as an
obj=ction by his opponents ; because hois a
Frenchman he may be held to bo dis-
qualided by the grest majurity of English-
speaking  tleformers, (tho Irish Romsn
CathJlics of that party excepted) ard by
some Conservatives.

As to the Pacific Ccandal, the part he
playcd io that was minor. Sir Jobn, who
was the author of tho transaction, has Leen
forgiven and twice crowned sinco by the con-
fidence of the people,  Sir Heetor Langovin
has the control of a department which
affords opportunity for favoritism, venslity
and cren corruption, but duriog all the
yeare of his adminatration no breath of sus.
picion has fallen upen him, even by an ap.
ponent. Tho only other department that
gave a chance for evil doings has been en-
veloped in a mist of tcandals,

Tho other objection, that Sir Hoctorisa
Frenchman, castly comes to the ground. The
opp 'sition of Oatario would cry out that
theic Provinee was about to pass under the
the heel of Quebee, but no statement could
bo more {oolish or unjust. Sir Hector is the
only conapicunus pablic man from the French
Provinco who has mever ceased to teoll his
people that whilo ho desires them to culti-

vate their own languago and manners, he

withesthem toforget that thero were ever any
cnmitios of race, and to remember only that
they are all Canadisns. Sonio years ago,
in an addrees presonted to him by a delgs.
tion of Acadian French as a distinguished
Frenchman and tho Minfster of Public
Works, reference was made to the heartleas
oxpulsion of their ancestors and other griov.
ances by tho British ; but Mr. L-.govin
roproved the allusions, and pointed out that
such reccolleotivns must belett under ground,
that now ono race in Canada was the equal
of another, and that our bhighest duty was
loyalty to our country and fraternity to-
wards ono another.

Since confederation there has been no
French-Canadisn leader, and secing always
an Koglishman holdfeg the relas, some un.
informed and a fow unreilecting persons
have come to believo that a French Canadian
has no right in the matter, But from the
formation ef tho Liberal Adminstration by
Lord Elgin in 1848, down to tho consum.
mation of confederation thero were two
heads to each Ministry, a Frenchman and an
Englishman, First there was the Lafontaine
Baldwin Adminstration; next came the
Hincks-Morin Government, followed by the
Macpab:Morin, * Tache-Macdonald, ac.
donald-Tache, Brown.Dorion, Cartier-Mac.
donald, Sanfield Macdonald Scotte, Dorion-
Macdonald (Sanficld), Tache-Macdonald
and Belleau-Macdonald. The first mentioneé
in esch braco being Prime.Minister, it will
bo seen that ont o% cleven adminiatrations
six premierships were held by the French
Province. For the lust soventecn years the
Preimership of Canada has been held by
Englishmen, The French Province has,
thercfore, an undeniable claim to the leader.
ship when the next vacancy occurs; aud
this right recoguized there is no difficulty
in sceing that tho successor should be 8ir
Hector Langevin,  But that the day maybe
far away that shall sec tho trusty old chief
]:;y ﬁy his harress, is the carnest prayer
of all,

TROPIOAL TRIPS.

4. THE CEYLON COFFEE PLANTER
WHEN NOT BUSY.

(Continued )\

LY ** ALBATROSS,” TORONTO.

I Ekave given some little account of the
work that is done on a Cey on coffce estate.
it may be now in order to deacribe the gen-
eral life and pleasures of a coffco planter,
Oa the whole hisoxistence is, perhaps, rather
an enviable one than otberwite. His work,
save in crop time, ig not hard, and ccnsists
in riding about from one gang of pruners,
wceders, manurersand whatnot to another;
in keeping the accounts of the extate, and
in looking after things generally.

Tho estates arc generally some few miles
apart, though in somo districts they adjoin,
as, for instance, in the Kallibokke Valley,
which had the honor of my presence for
some years, where the diflercnt plantations
all touch one another on either #ido of the
vale, through which runs a fine river and
an excellent high-road, well macadamized—
the latter, I mcan, not thoriver—and which
is the means of communication with Kandy,
distant 25 miles, the mountain capital, the
sito of which is about 2,500 feot above the
sca-lovel, and which placo is scventy-two
wiles from Colombo, a line of railway now
connecting the two citics and causing the
old coach journoy, which used to be s sore
trial, tobe a thing of the past.

I havo no apace in these papers to enlarge
on the gorgeouns accnery and luxuriant vege.
tation of Coylop, the Tsprobane of the na-
tives and the Scrindab of the Arabian
Nights ; these things will all be found de-
scribed far more ably tban I can deecribe
them in Sir Emcrson Tennant's admirable
wotk upon this island. My businces just
now is with tho coffea-planter, hisjoys and
sorzows ; of the latter ¥ have alroady said a
fow woids ; now for the former. Perhage
the genisl planter (and they are nearly all
geuial as a class) is never 30 happy as when
bo bas his bungalow full of brother plan-
tors or any other guests; hospitality reigns

supreme throughout the coffes districts, and
‘“open house” i kept by everybody. It
used to be aald that no man could travel
from one end of the Kallibokke Valley to
the other and do his duty, without being in
a condition, at the end of the journey, very
much tho roverse of what is generally con-
sidered becoming in a gentleman presiding
at a temperanco mecting; his ¢*duty’ being,
according to the creed of a coffce planter, to
call at every buugalow and take a glass of
¢t brandy-pawneo ' upon ontering the house
and a ““daoch-un-dorris” or stirrup.cup
when ho said good-byo ; from my statement
of this fact it will be seen that the Blue-
Ribbon movement wasnot in favor in Cey-
lon ; at any rate amongst the inhabitants of
the Kallibokke Valloy,
QOut of crop-timo the planter has much
spare time on his hands, and asthe snipes
shooting in the Siugaleso paddy or rice ﬁcfdu
which abound closo to the coffce eatates is
excellent, much of his timo fs spent in that
moat delectablo amusement and in the chase
of the elk, which abound amongst the hills,
a scratch pack of doge being usually kept in
each district for that purpose.” Suipo.
shooting in Ceylon is by no means a taine
sport. The paddy-fields are t})ln\nted inticrs
about six feet broad, each tier some two
foet above the other, and filled with water
and mud, the latter being a compuund of
the oozieat and softcst description ; in front
of ench tier is a narvow ledge of earth, zen.
erally very slippery, and along this the
sportsman must walk, and walk prett
ateadily too, or over he goes into that slush.
in which rice grows so luxuriantly and
which is faisly alive with great leeches,
Though leech gaiters coming up as bigh as
the hips are generally worn, theso atrocions
manage to effect an entrance into -
one’s clothing somewhere and they are hun.
{ellows ! but once they get their teeth
mﬂl best to let them have their fill as if
they are pulled off before they are gorged
the incislons are liable to itch intolerably,
and the scratching which is resorted to in
order to relieve this very frcquently causes
large ulosrs which are exceedingly difficnlt

to cure.

Elephant, wild boar, chectah (s species
of lcopard) and jackal hunts are all entered
into with zest by the planters and very ex-
citing sport they are, the cheetuh being no
mean antagenist, whilat a wild boar, when
thoroughly angry, is about as ucpleasant a
gentleman to come across as any ore need
wish for, and, as it ix “'tho thing” to spear
in preference to shooting him, ke is an ugty
customer to dcal with and maoy a good dog
usually bites the dust before his boanhip 18
dispoacd of. The other kinds of game
abounding ‘‘up conntry” are jungle-towl,
(somewhat rucmblini a theasant), four.
spuwted partridges, bares, guail, doves,
red-deer and any amount of birds and beasts
that are no good for food.

The great pesta of coffee plantation life
are cobras—a very deadly kind of snske—
acorpions, centipedes, tarantulas, and the
ipnumerable white ants, which latter play
sad bavoc with anything of value in any
house throngh which they may chance to
pass in their periodical migrations. To
these evils add the paddy-ficld and jungle
leeches, and you have a very fair list of
things unpleasant,

I remember wa uzed to have a grand ac-
nusl clephant hunt—~so-calied, as we nover
saw an elophant and did not look for an
very keenly, though they abounded, as the;
paths and “*spoor” indicated—our destina.
tion belng the top of a bill about 6,000 feet
high, oneof the boundarics of the Kallibokke
valley, the path to which led through =
dense jungloat first, which gradually thinned
out till none remained and all the vegeta.
tion at the top of the hill was grass and
atunted rhododendrons, But it was cold,
and that's what we wanted, not elephants,
and what was more, wo used to bury several
doren bottles of beer at every ‘‘hunt’ nesr
the top of the hill apd drink them at the
next trip, and it really was a treat, for ice
“gp-country” wasin my timo unknownand,
consequently, really cold beverages were a
laxury, After apending three dsys and
nights or 30 on_the hill, much to the dis.

t of our coolies who nearly froze to death,
wo would descend once more and recount
opr oxploits, garnished with such brillisng
falsthoods aa ination suggested, of the
immense herds of elephants we saw and
oould have exterminated if we'd only taken
tho trouble.
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