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morality, like a ray of liglit throughi darkness, eniphasized by con-
trast.

XVith what may be dcsignatcd thé positive policy of bis adopted
country, Burke busied himself as much, as his contemporaries, anl
history justly awvards lii no smnall measure of credit for England's
material advancement durin'g this troublous period. But it is rather
his advocacy and maintenance of the negative policy that wvill for-
ever identify his ninme wvith whatever is greqt, elce'ated, and just, in
statesnianship and legisiation.

The pursuit of bis policy nicant for him unceasing battie; first,
against the insidious doctrines of revolutionarv France; sccondly,
against oppression in cvcry foi-m. Tliese mighty struggles entailed
minor conflicts, but ail servcd the sanie tîltimate end, the preser%~-
tion of England frorn "the portentous cornet of the riglits of i-nani,"'
and the boon of liberty for ail, of a ibtV "neaal rmodr
from iritue, fromn morals and religion."~

Against the so called <'ohiilosophiy* of the eigliteentli century
lie assertcd the rrinciples :-that national welfare depends upon the
security of the individuai, that the security of the individual is based
upon religion; that society is a contract, essential to the perfection
of oui- nature-a partnership not subscrv'ient to man atone, and not
to, be tomn asunder by any subordinate cornmunity; that innovation
is flot reformation ; tl'at, to form a. free government, is to, temper
together these oppogite elements of liberty and restraint in one
consistent N'ork. With bis overwbelming torrents of cloquence and
ail the ability of his mighty pen, lie swept away whatevcr chances
there rnay have been of England's "leading up the death-dance (if
demnocratic revolution. "

Whether the sufferers w'ere the persccuted Catholics of his
mative Ireland, the hunted Negroes of Africa, or the downtroddcn
and plundered natives of England's Indian Empire, oppression ever
found hlm, an uncompromising foe.

Macaulay, in bis description cf the conductors of tlie impeacli-
nient of Warren Hastings, says: '<There was Burke, ignorant in-
,decd, or negligent of the art of adopting bis reasonings and bis
style to the cap;i..ity and taste of bis hearers, but iii amplitude ot
con-iprehension, asid richness of imagination, superior to every
or-ator, ancient or ý,nodern."

His writiligs will éver remain a-n enduring monument both, t
his ivork and to bis character. 0f the political productiorns
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