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SYSTEM AS OPPOSED TO CHAOS
GENERAL STRIKE 

IS DECIARH)
SENSATION UNVARNISHED STORY OF 

JUST ADMINISTRA TION 
AND HONEST DEALINGSAT OTTAWA■

Hon. J. K. Hemming Delivers His Third Budget Speech and in Telling 
Exposition of the finances of Province Brings Into Bas Relief the 
Hideous Record of a Past Administration—Straight From the Shoulder, 
Sledge Hammer Statement of Honest Administration of the Public Purse

Increased Expenditure for Agriculture, Education and Roads Met By 
Increased Revenue Derived From Stumpage Collections and Adminis­
tration of Crown Lands Department—Despite an Unusual Year Every 
Dollar of Ordinary Expenditure is Met From Ordinary Revenue.

Conservative Members of 
Lumsden Investigating 
Commission Refuse to 
Allow Gov’t All the Say

MRS.mil 
RE-MHÏ ON 
WOO A YEAR

Greatest Sympathetic 
Strike in History of 
Organized Labor On In 
Philadelphia.

Members of All the As­
sociated Unions Quit 
Work and Thousands 
Throng Streets.

Messrs. Lennox, Barker 
and Crothers Resign 
and Debacle is Precipi­
tated.

Final Decree in Divorce Grant­
ed in Suit Against Col. John 
Jacob Astor on St a t u tory 
Grounds.

Settlement With Coal Company 
for $800,000 Damages Fol­
lowed by Announcement of 
31 1-2 per cent Dividend.

i

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, Mar. 4.—Hon. J. K. 

Flemming, provincial secretary, de­
livered his third budget speech this 
afternoon. The members of both sides 
of the House gave the provincial 
cretary an attentive hearing and as 
point after point was scored the as­
sembly chamber fairly rocked with 
the volumes of applause from the Gov­
ernment benches. The galleries were 
well filled and the crowds smiled their 
approval as he showed up the short­
comings and the want of proper sys­
tem In the administration and when 
he placed the responsibility of the 
rottenness of the old administration 
of which the members of the Opposi­
tion had supported and been members. 
Mr. Robinson and his colleagues hung 
their heads in shame and were as 
dumb as tho proverbial oyster.

Flemming was not 
tensive at any stage of 
pTWWntatton of the, 
tion of the province and his compari­
son of the present Government’s hon­
est and businesslike 
the slipshod and hole and corner man­
ner with which the late Government 
carried on its affairs.

It was generally conceded to be 
the best budget speech of 
He spoke for two hours and 
retained 
House throughout.

The House will not sit tomorrow and 
the budget debate will be continued-by 
Mr. Rob In so 
on Monday, 
be a busy one with several night ses-

Hon. Mr. Flemming then read a com 
paratlve statement showing the es­
timated and actual receipts for 1909.

Receipts of 1909.
Estimates.

T>rritoïïî8l<Rev * ***•*••!»• $

N.B. Ry. Sett-

New York, March 4.—Beneath the 
signature which made final today, the 
introductory decree of divorce previ­
ously granted Mrs. A va Willing Astor 
from her husband, Col. John Jacob As­
tor. Justice Isaac Mills, sitting at 
White Plains, wrote this afternoon 
"The clerk of Dutchess County is 
hereby ordered not to seal the above 
final judgment."

The decree, however, is filed tonight 
at Poughkeepsie, the county seat, 
makes little known that had not been 
forejudged in popular estimates. There 
appears the statement that the mar­
riage is dissolved by reason of a sta­
tutory offense by the defendant, but 
the name of the co-respondent is not

The plaintiff may re-marry, 
the defendant. Custody of W 
cent Astor, the son, is given to the 
father pvith provision that the mother 

when she wishes, and 
daughter, Alva Alice 
ed the mother, with

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, March 4—A climax without 

parallel in the history of parliament­
ary proceedings was precipitated this 
afternoon, when Messrs. Lennox, Bar­
ker and Crothers, the Conservative 
minority on the special committee ap­
pointed to investigate the charges of 
Mr. Hugh D. Lumsden, resigned as 
an emphatic protest against the re­
fusal of the majority to permit them 
to name counsel to represent the peo­
ple in the pending inquiry.

Sensation of Session.

Special to The Standard.
Montreal, Que., March 4.—The hold­

ers of Dominion Steel preferred stock 
who have been waiting patiently for 
dividends heard some good news today 
lor it was announced that the remain­
ing ;il 1-2 per cent dividends due on 
the stock had been declared by the 
directors at their meeting this

sided at both 
ings gave out

Philadelphia, March 4.—Encouraged 
by messages of sympathy and otters of 
assistance from labor organizations in 
all parts of the country, the union 
workers of many trades ceased work 
at. midnight and inaugurated 
promises to be one of the greatest, sym­
pathetic strikes in the history of or­
ganized labor. The committee ot 
engineering this big strike say at least 
75,000 organized workers as well as 
many unorganized sympathizers of the 
street car men have already ceased to

compared with

396.288.58 380,000.00

Land»........................ 625.00
Fens. Prov. Secre­

tary Office .... 15.631.89 15,000.00
Pvt. & L'c’l Mlltf. 1.700.67 1,000.00
Taxes Incorporated

Companies .. 34.H8.73 35.000.00
succession Inities 12,433.97 12,000.00
King's Printer .. 1.938.95 1,500.00
Liquor Licenses. ..

Total Receipts..
Probate Stamps &
Surplus of Fund.

Law Stamps &
Stenographers'

Puli. Wharves half 
cost nom. Govt. 6.256.50 6.702.04

Prov. Hospital .. 22.3tft.fl 25,000.00
Prov. Insurance .. 27.00u.uo 27.000.00
School Rooks .... 9,528.76 6.000.00
Sale of Horse 

(Kentucky) ....
Importation of 1907 
Miscellaneous Re-

Ing.
Mr. Plummer who pre 

the steel and coal meet] 
the following statement:

“At the meetings of the respective 
boards of directors of the Dominion 
Coal Company, Limited, 
iron and Steel Company held today, 
the balance of the damages payable 
to the latter under the arran 
made for their payment by 
Company were considered.

"The Steel Company's claim exclu­
sive of costs amounted to $1,201,900 
of which $615,435.45 consisted of the 
claims for damages caused by the 
shortage of coal and the shutting 
down of the plan* and the $82.000 for 
interest on these damages. The latter 
was abandoned by the Steel Company 
on advise of counsel and there wu< 
considerable difference of opinion be­
tween the accountants respecting the 
former.

“In the end the two boards after 
full consideration of the reports made 
by the

44.393.49 20.000.00

16,593.20 16.700.00
Promptly at midnight, union orches­

tras playing in the leading hotels and 
cafes, picked up 
started for theii

Union cab drivers and chauffeurs 
also abandoned their posts and the ho­
tel and railroad cab and automobile 
service was badly crippled. The dri­
vers of both taxicab services in the 
city are members of a union and re­
fused to take out their machines af­
ter the strike had gone into effect.

The committee of ten remained In 
session at headquarters all night, re­
ceiving reports from the various local 
unions.

The labor leaders refused to 
ment on the report that the police offi­
cials would prevent the demonstration 
planned for tomorrow afternoon in In­
dependence Square.

Rioting tonight in several sections 
of the city was particularly severe in 
the northeastern district and is 
thought to be a forerunner of serious 
trouble tomorrow when thousands of 
idle men will throng the streets.

While the labor leaders are receiving 
support from their fellow workmen in 
ail parts of the country, many associa­
tions of employers have sent letters 
and telegrams to the officials 
mending the stand taken by them and 
nskitiR them to stand firm in their de­
termination not to submit to the strik- 

olicemen, firemen 
ave been on duty 

since the strike began received orders 
tonight to remain at their posts The 
emergency automobiles in the city hall 
courtyapi were increased in number 
and measures were taken to send a 
force of men to any section of the city 
at a moment's notice.

Many of these machines are driven 
by their owners, wealthy 
have volunteered for police 
have been sworn in by Director Clay.

Wm. Drexler, aged 42. wa« shot and 
fatally injured tonight by a

and DominionThe action of the three members 
came as a direct reply to the non­
recognition of the rights of the minor­
ity and caused the sensation of the 
session. What will happen now is 
probematlcal. The four government 
members may continue the investiga­
tion. as four In a quorum, but such a m 
proceeding would lower the proceed- m 
ings to the level of a farce. It is ex- Muriel, 1
pected that Sir Wilfrid Laurier will provision that the father may see her 
ask Mr. Borden to name three of his at aii reasonable timesSSt thVmoUon by the plain-
III Hk^helbIM the^veràmen^t l,r" aUor,,"ÏB ,or ‘Ie 6,1111 the
*, ,h“«overument aut molkm Kn,niwi by the court which
g ÏÜLjfiwlî," add8: “A,ld 11 Is further decreed that
t'onaervatlvee would care to submit to 22 Mrtie™'belnVwrde?to’ X*
the lash of the Liberal whip against °Lth, ,P ,rt,t b i . V?, X"
which Messrs Lennox. Barker and ?®f n.df"! ,but l '*: P1*1»*1® shall be 
Crothers so strenuously objected. The permitted to see him at all reasonable 
upshot will be that Sir Wilfrid Laurier “me" stul part rularly ln case of his 
will be obliged to name three of his mn8,a8 ” disability, and to consult as 
supporters to fill the vacancies, and to *lls education and that he shall be 
with seven government and none of Permitted to visit the plaintiff for at 
opposition members, and with the ,east one month In each year; and the 
commission represented by counsel of custody of the said Alma Alice Muriel 
their choice and the committee by an- Astor the daughter of the parties, be 
other leading lawyer of their own awarded to the plaintiff, but the de- 
choBlng, the results and findings fendant shall be permitted to see her 
should not to any large degree com- at all reasonable times, and to consult 
maud public confidence. . as to her education, and she shall be

Proceedings Dramatic. permitted to visit the defendant from
Today’s proceedings of the commit

tee were dramatic. It was the first . ,A^,<L 1 1®, f'*rther decreed that the 
meeting for a week. It had been ar “îîüf
ranged when the committee met last L,f? JJ1® defe“dant. but the

™rd>- “ strtss r„V5ti!
sides should meet together and trv thl's^indgment"" thl8 re8peCt modlfy 
to fix upon a counsel to represent the , „„„committee and bring out all the evl- *hL
deuce. Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Barker S,ihî.U«?î,8ÎKi 
met but could not come to any definite ‘a,J estate ta’the world I^Ss been
?h,7tLencommB.a4 iniomY eonn^f ^rt®d on one haud that AL. Astor 
that the committee appoint counsel to wni receive 110 000 000 mitritrht and

estates?-, rr* M $man 4 to 1 the thSlr' comparatively modest all
LennYTJfd t|htewV°tVa1 ,taktT ‘Y knowledge Yf" the facts “prepared to 
r r, h,” lntentlon to speak for quotation. The usual In-

fievS th. .îlïïr11'"' S ,hp be- terval between the granting of the w™ dbe Interlocutory decree and the filing to- 
•î e.„eïT ?ï*/0r..nlyîflr” Y ?ald' day of application for 
J.s,e n? .tmlPJ®! In*woul? Y.8 ment led to the report 
circumstances - 8taï bere under the haggling over the exact sum to be 
circumstances. .... awarded and there Is ground for be-
WallsceY^hlt d kT n?oved,tbat.Mr lief that the «50.000 Is nearer the 
Wallace Nesbitt, K. C„ be retained as thsn $10 000 000public counsel. This was seconded by $iu,uuv.uuu.
Mr. A. H. Clarke.

This brought Mr. Barker up. who 
declared that he did not believe that 
a counsel appointed by the supporter 
of the Government on the committee 
would be likely to conduct the inquiry 
to the satisfaction of the Opposition.
Counsel always endeavored to do the 
utmost for the people who retained 
hlm.Tmd in this c ase the retainer was 
the Government. Mr. Smith, K. C.. de­
clared he was representing the public, 
but It would be absurd to think that 
Mr. Smith would try to bring out evi­
dence which would damn the Trans­
continental commission which employ­
ed him. It was exactly the same thing 
with the appointment of a counsel by 
the majority of the committee. Mr.
Barker added that he was not in Par­
liament for the purpose of wasting 
time and he therefore followed Mr- 
Lennox's example and retired from 
the committee.

7 • their instruments and 
r homes.

foul
Igel
the

2.642.47 2,000.00but not 
m. Vin-i

Mr. the de- 
concise 

financial situa-
his

36.00
734.05

3,187.44 3.000.00
methods with

14.376.19

Add’l Receipts - 
Premiums Regist­
ered Stock ............

a decade, 
a half and 

the closest attention of the
44.059.33er former unsatisfactory conditions 

they still existed.
What had been claimed was that it 

would be impossible to have over­
drawn accounts, and the minutes of 
the treasury board meetings shown 
in Die auditor general's report, 
ed that THE ACT WAS 
WHAT WAS CLAIMED FOR IT. All 
that any Government could do in mak­
ing up a budget was to estimate what 
would be received and expended for 
the year, and it was only natural that 
there would be instances where the 
revenue or expenditure would be n lit­
tle more or less than estimated. But 
now. if tlie payments for necessary 
services in any department should ex­
ceed the estimate it was necessary, 
no matter how small the amount in 
excess of, the appropriation, to have 
a supplementary appropriation before 
the auditor general could allow pay­
ment. The department had to apply 
to the auditor general for a supple­
mentary appropriation, which must be 
approved by the auditor general and 
then could only he paid wh| 
had been approved by tie 
board. This made it impossible to have 
an overdraft and showed that when 
all or nearly all of the appropriation 
for any department was expended the 
utmost care would necessarily be tak-

$1.259,826.89 
Receipts In excess 

of estimate 73,187.70
Turning to expenditures he gave the 

following comparative statement of 
actual and estimated expenditure for 
1909;

accountants, unanimously 
agreed to a settlement of all 
standing claims by the pavm 
the sum of $800,000 in full of t 
ance of damages under the judgment, 
for costs 
dispute

ent of 
the bal-the Opposition leader 

ext week promises to
n.

N :, prov-
DOING 3. and for all other claims in 

including some long standing 
covered by the judgment.

“This leaves only the adjustment of 
the price of coal to be dealt with. Th*' 
coal company’s side of the case is 
now read 
by the
It is hoped to dispose of this withQi 
a short time.

"The statements of the earnings of 
the two companies for the three years 
ending June 30th last, which form 
the first data required before the 
terms of any merger ran be discuss­
ed. are nearing completion. It is not 
possible yet to
they will be ready hut there should 
not be much further delay.

"The coal board have' thought it 
best to delay the holding of the an­
nual meeting until all these matters 
are completed.

"The settlement of the damage has 
enabled the directors of the Steel Co. 
to deal finaly with the accured divid­
ends on the preferred stock of all ar­
rears. They have declared a dividend 
of 31% per cent, on the 
stock payable on 

hich will

Expenditure of 1909 Compared With 
Estimates.

Expen. Estimate. 
Admin, of Justice $ 25.218.37 $ 21,848.00
Agriculture .. .. 41.697.08 44.865.00
Aud. Gen. I)ept. . 2,749.08 2,800.00
Roys' Indus. Home 2,000.00 2,000.00
Expenditure Govt. .

& Dept. Expenses. 44,565.66

House Meets.
The house jnet at three o'clock.
Mr. Bentley 

introduced a 
sessment of rates and taxes in 8t. John 
county.

Mr. Ilatheway gave notice of a mo­
tion in favor of a bill to provide for 
a bureau of labor.

Mr. Tweeddale presented the peti­
tion of George Cutler and others re­
lating to the Toblque Pulp and Paper 
Company bill.

Mr. Woods presented the petition 
of Rev. R. W. Colsten and others 
against allowing automobiles to use 
the roads in country districts.

Hon. Mr. Flemming presented a 
message from His Honor the Lieut. 
Governor submittln^the estimates of 
the current year and moved that the 
consideration of such message and es­
timates be referred to the committee 
on supply.

Hon. Mr. Flemming In rising to 
move the house into committee on 
supply, said that he trusted that the 
manner in which the government had 
carried on the business of the past 
year would commend Itself to the peo­
ple of the province.

behalf of Mr. Lowell 
to legalize the as-bin and is under examination 

company's accountants.
ay a 
steelr aSfJSSî

sSK'&ta..-:: .iStg
ï«bKï;,-ù„„u lists «13KI
SraST!?: StS .:8tS
Immigration .. .. 5.016.69 5,660.00
Interest .................... 197,857.05 250,000.00

l.'onltn's .................

ers demand. All 
and specials who £

fix a date by which3%S 35,107.00
Liquor Licenses .
Mining & Mineral 

Development . .
N.B. Coal & Ry.

Investigation . .
Rltte AHstoclatli 
Nat. History ....
N.B. Historical So. .
Public Works 
Amelin Morton. .

t’lalin......................
Test Wells Queen 

and Sunbury .. 1.496.09
Public Health .... 11.255.79
Public Hospitals.. 9.700.00
Printing................... 11,663.55
Prov. Hospital. .

Maintenance 86.908.96 90.000.00
Fees Fund 9,800.90 13,050.00

1.791.98 1,850.00

7,000.00

2.909.55 4,000.00
300.00 300.00
660.00 650. mi

126.00 125.00
304,449.18 271,500.00

en it also
men who
duty and

owance of 
one with 4.162.19 probably

policeman on Frank ford Avenue.
Several cars had been Stoned by a 

crowd along this street, and the police 
guarding them tired a volley into the 
crowd. A shot struck Drexler in the 
stomach.

S:?S2:So
11,300.00

preferred 
ofThe Difference.

If this were compared with the old 
system it would show that the present 
was a businesslike one and the other 
was an unbusinesslike one. For the 
services of the public works depart 
ment during past, year there had been 
placed many thousands of dollars more 
than the appropriation, but only done 
when the supplementary 
tion had been passed by the auditor 
general and approved of by the trea­
sury board.

Under the old system the receiver 
general handed over thousands of dol­
lars to the departments and this was 
paid out not on the signature of the 
receiver general countersigned by that 
of the auditor general, but on cheques 
signed by the secretary of the depart­
ment alone, and when all the money 

spent, the secretary could contin­
ue to issue cheques and the bank 
would pay them and allow a large 
overdraft to be accumulated and this 
was done not only once but many, 
many times.

As an example he referred to a 
supplementary appropriation for only 
$200 for printing, which had been ap­
plied for by the deputy provincial se­
cretary. This had been allowed only 
on explanation of the King’s printer 
that the acts passed at the last ses­
sion had been larger than estimated 
and therefore cost more to be printed 
and that the highway act and game 
act had to be printed for distribution 
throughout the province, which was 

contemplated thereby making the 
estimated appropriations insufficient. 

Another Bill.

April
cover all dividends 

well as the divid-
final judg- 
there wasthat accrued to date 

end then payah 
"This dividend is paid in 

ance with the promise 
directors in their circular of

/' ip8
Re visors .... 
Refunds Crown .

Reg. Stock 
Settlement 

N. B. Rat 
Surveys &

estment

April 16.
1909, when the amounts recovered 

mpany and the sur- 
aliable for the pur- 

for tills purpose."

............. 2.298.12
Ex. .. 41,668.08

1,500.00The Year’s Record. the SLICE BAÏ OFFICIALS 
EFT U£ TICKET

During the past year, on account of 
the satisfactory condition of the lum­
ber business, increased activity in min­
eral development, and the general 
prosperity of the country, the govern­
ment had been able to provide for

ordi^tr

HSfc-

Fund ln-

510.:,4
from the coal co 
plus earnin 
pose were

Mr. Clark mildly observed that he 
did not think party feeling should be 
permitted to enter into the case at all, 
and a moment later deliberately charg­
ed Messrs. Barker. Lennox and Cro­
thers with attempting to make politi­
cal capital and having no desire to get 
at the real facts.

6.754.11 1.000.00
24.710.00

appropria-
pledged

Stumpage
Superannuation 
Surety Bonds 
Succession L 
Tourists Asso. .. 
Tuberculosis Com­

mission ................
Vnforseen Expen-

20.419.20 
2,075.00 

974.08 
636.66 

1,500.00

600.00

200.00

600.00
2.500.00

ordinary expenditure from the 
y revenue.
report of the auditor general EMPRESS OF BRITlIRi 

RID STORMY TRIP
Special to The Standard.

Glace Bay, March 4.—At a meeting 
of the town council, a number of prom­
inent town official were dismissed in­
cluding the assistant town clerk, John 
A. McDougall and several of the most 
efficient police on the force. The of­
ficials, it is said, will begin action 
against the town for illegal dismissal, 
claiming that the council was illegally 
constituted and therefore had no au­
thority to dismiss auy person.

T
for the first time in history, contained 
full and detailed information bf the 
complete dealings of the province dur­
ing the fiscal year, the first complete 
fiscal year during which this govern­
ment had been in power. There was 
much In the report not there In pre­
vious years, as the new system of ac 
counting and handling of the public 
moneys brought all receipts and pay­
ments into one department, and all 
under the view and eye of the an 
general. That made it possibl 
give a complete and detailed state-

When the accounts were kept in 
all the departments, some in Freder­
icton and some in St. John, it was 
impossible to have the auditor gen­
eral make such a statement, and in­
cidentally he wished to mention that 
no province In the Dominion had an 
agent more cart/ul and competent to 
hold the position of auditor general 
than this province.

Mr. Geoffrlon. 2.913.69 4,000.00
$1,255,381.93* $1,152.794^82Mr. Geoffrlon. the chairman, ob­

served that he did not think a lawyer 
of Mr. Nesbitt’s standing would risk 
his reputation by being a partisan In 
his conduct In the case.

Here Mr. Barker who had been 
quietly listening to the exchange re­
marked: "We have nothing whatever 
to say against Mr. Nesbitt. It Is a 
principle we are fighting for."

At this juncture Messrs. Barker. 
Crothers and Lennox withdrew from 
the committee and the four remaining 
members carried a motion appointing 
Mr. Nesbitt counsel. ,

What will now happen is one of th« 
most tangled conundrums which has 
ever presented itself for solution. 
There is a rule that must be obsolete 
by this time, that if a member appoint 
ed by the House of Commons

Special to The Standard.
Halifax. N. S.. March 4.—With the 

royal mail and fifteen hundred pas­
sengers on board, many of whom are 
in the steamer’s hospital, the C. P. R. 
liner Empress of Britain arrived in 
port this evening from Liverpool. The 
voyage across was a terrible one. On 
Wednesday morning a great sea swept 
the liner and several steerage passen­
gers who were on deck at the time, 
were severely injurd.

One of them. E. James, an Eng­
lishman, died in less than two hours 
as a result of injuries received and an­
other had his leg broken, while many 
were compelled to go to the hospital. 
James was burled at sea.

Expenditure In ex­
cess of estimate $ 102,587.11

The Surplus.
This showed a surplus for the year 

of $4.444.94. At the close of the year 
the auditor ge 
r ial statement 
the leader of the Opposition bad sup­
plied the papers opposing the Govern­
ment with a criticism of that state­
ment and he then took the Govern 
ment to task because it had placed 
$27,000 which had been received as 
Insurance as a result of the disastrous 
fire at the Provincial Hospital build­
ings. He gave the impression (hat 
something wrong had been done and 
wound up by saying that if repairs had

ture there would be some excuse.
THAT WAS JUST EXACTLY WHAT 
HAD HAPPENED, AND WHILE ON­
LY $27,000 HAD BEEN RECEIVED 
FROM INSURANCE, OVER $40,000 
HAD BEEN PAID OUT AS AN OR­
DINARY EXPENDITURE FOR RE­
PAIRS MADE NECESSARY BY 
THAT FIRE. The leader of the Op­
position must have known that this 
was done, as he was in the House 
last year when the amount was plac­
ed in the estimates and It was said 
that that amount placed with the $27.- 
00D to be received in Insurance, would 
be used to pay for repairs made ne­
cessary by the fire.

Continued On Page Two.

neral issued the flnan- 
in the Royal Gazetteditor

e to

♦ REFORMING THE LORDS. ♦
♦ ♦

♦ TA Peculiar Situation. ♦ London. Eng.. March S.—The ♦
♦ Times this morning professes >
♦ to give an outline of the gov- ♦
♦ ernment's intended bill lor the ♦
♦ reform of the House of Lords. ♦
♦ It states that If the ministers ♦
♦ are able to secure he abolition ♦ 

of the Lords' veto of finance ♦
♦ and legislation, they will in- ♦
♦ troduce a bill to reconstitute 4-
♦ the Upper House ou a demo- ♦
♦ cratic elective basis. The new ♦
♦ chamber would be a small one. >
♦ having no veto po
♦ cial bills, but. whe
♦ of the chambers under any leg- ♦
♦ islation the two Houses ivould >
♦ sit. and vote together.

Thus any government having >
♦ a responsible majority in the ♦
♦ House of Commons would be ♦
♦ in a position to carry its leg!a- ♦
♦ lathe proposals.

Mr. E. M. MacDonald remarked that 
this was a most peculiar situation. The 
Opposition had not moved for a com­
mittee to investigate the charges of 
Mr. Lumsden, neither had they made 
any charges against the Government 
He claimed that Messrs. Crothers. 
Barker and Lennox might as well say 
they were going to find that Mr. 
den’s charges were well founded re­
gardless of the evidence. The sole de­
sire of the majority of the committee, 
Mr. MacDonald declared, was to get 
at the facts, at which the minority 
smiled grimly. For that reejron. he 
contended, they proposed an eminent 
lawyer.He thought the minority should 
reconsider their stand, and ho ,„DBe 
minded them that their mandate wist 
from the House of Commons.

Mr. Crothers said he could not lm/ 
agine but that a lawyer engaged b> 
the majority would have a feeling foi 
Ills clients.

id for as an ordinary expendl-
special committee refuses the mandate 
of the Commons, he can be incarcerat­
ed in the tower and kept in durance 
vile. It Is expected that on Monday 
the three members who have resigned 
will ask the House to relieve them 
of their duties, setting forth their 
grounds for not wishing to 
In any event the incidents 
have had
dramatic way attention to the absur­
dity of the government policy appoint­
ing a majority of their supporters on 
a committee to Investigate matters

V ( TRADE COMMISSIONPlain Statement.
He did not propose to indulge in 

any oratory, but would place the bud­
get before the House in a plain and 
businesslike statement which the 
House and the country could easily 
comprehend. The first portion of the 
auditor general's report contained 
thw minutes of the treasury board aud 
in this connection he wished to state 
that he had notjeed the criticism in 
a paper
opposed to this Government In which 

of grave Importance and then expect- It was stated that notwithstanding 
ing the committee to bring out the the claims that the audit act would' 
full facts. prevent overdrawn accounts and oth-

The same newspaper in St. John op­
posing the Government had also un­
fairly sought to give the impression 
that the treasury board was overrid­
ing the auditor general and doing 
these things in defiance of that offici­
al. but the facts were that in every 
Instance with one exception, the sup­
plementary appropriations had been 
approved by the auditor general, be­
fore being passed by the treasury 
board. This showed the absolute un­
fairness of the impression which that 
newspaper sought to give.

wer on finan- ♦ 
u a deadlock ♦Port of Spain. Mar. 4.—Lord Bal­

four of Burleigh and other members 
of the Royal West Indian Commission 
and Mrs. George McAvity.
'ations between Canada and the West 
Indies, began taking testimony today 
presented by the commercial and agri­
cultural bodies of Trinidad. The mem­
bers of the commission arrived here 
lust night on board a British warship 
from St. Vluceut.

the effect of calling in a
of
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