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YITTE'S APPEAL
[0 THE WORKMEN

ADVISES THEM TO !
RETURN TO EMPLOYMENT

Says the Labor Qﬁestion u Riceiviné
Special Attention—False Emperor
Has Made His Appearance.

St. Petersburg, Nov, 16, 4.20 p.m.—A
panic prevails on the bourse to-day as the

tinue to report the spread of disordersl

which in Poltava are raking an anti-
Jewish turn,
Land Concessions,

London, Nov. 17, 6 a.m.—A dispatich
from St. Petersburg to Reuter’s. Tele-
gram Company says that an impefial
manifesto granting land concessions to
the peasants was issued this morning.
By its terms the land redemption tax
payments will from January 14th, 1906,
be'reduced by one-half, and from Janu-
cary 14th, 1907, ‘the payments -will be

totally abolished. At the same thme the |

capital of the Peasants’ bank is increas-
ed and the bank Is granted additional
loan privileges, with the object of facil-
itating: to the- utmost the purchase of
lands by the peasants. :

It is estimated that the amount of tax:
ation thus lifted from the peasants by
the manifesto will aggregate $40,000,000,
while the extension of the ‘fieid of opera-

sult of a rumor that the Grand Duke | tjons of the Peasants’ bank will enable

h as Nicholavich, commander of the

iperial Guadrds, had been appointed

tary dictator. There was a stampede

of holders of industrial stocks, who has-

d to unload. . Government lotteries

feil 25 points to-400, and imperial fours

opped to 8314, a lower point than
tonched at any time duoring the war.

Yesterday’s meeting of the ministers
at Count Witte’s residence in the annex
of the winter palace was prolonged un-
til 3 o’clock this merning. After it end-
el Count Witte decided to make a per-
sonal appeal to the workmen and drafted
the following, which was sent-to the fac--
tories, halls and other works to be posted
throughout. the industrial seection:

“Brother workmen: Get to your work.
(case making distarbannces and have
pity on your wives and children. Do not
listen to bad advice.” The Emperor has
instructed me to devote special attention
to the labor guestion. Feor this purpose
His Majesty has created a ministry of
trade and commerce which must espe-
cially seek to-establish just relations he-
tween workmen and employers. Have
patience. AJl that is possible will be
done for you. Listen to the advice of
g man who sympathizes with you and
wishes you well.

(Signed) “WITTE.”

When the above appeal was read to
the workmen at the Westinghouse works
the lenders replied: “Witte promises us
a soft bed, but in the meantime we must

5 e Rising. of Possants. S, oL 0
sleep onra hard one.” <

Like the workmen of other factories,.
the Westinghouse employees informed the
manager that the strike would proceed
until Saturday, when it would be dey
cided whether to contitue. it or call /.
off. < ’
The Moscow railroad employees joined
in the strike t9-day,

St. Petérsburg, Nov. 16,"5.43 p.m.—A
false emperor. has suddenly made his
appearance near Penza and already his
followers number 50,000.

This is the startling report received
this afternoon in a dispatch from Sim-
birsk. :

Penza is in the heart of the vast region
extending westward from the Volga,
large
scale have oeceurred, and if the report
turns- out to be frue, that the pretender
to the throne has placed himself at the
head of the peasantry, the government
will soon face, besides the other troubies,
a formidable agrarian rebellion,

The Strike Situation. -

St. Petersburg, Nov. 17, 235 a.m.—
Although the industrial tie-up in $t.
Petershurg ~ yesterday was even more
complete than it was Wednesday, and
though no break has been manifested in
the ranks of the wworkmen, and strikes
have broken out at Moscow and -Reval,
the most important feature of yester-
day’s development was the failure "of
the walkout to spread generally outside
the capital. :

The movement apparently ldcks the
spontaniety and contagiousness of the
last great strike, which broke out at
Moscow, and dispatches received from
the industrial eentres of Russia up to
this hour show little inclination on the
part of the workmen to #ake up the
cudgels in behalf of Poland.

The factory strike at Moseow, which
has assumed congiderable propprtions,
probably 45,000 then being out, has mo
direct connection with the St. Petersburg
walkout, and dispatches from the- rail-
way companies state that the men re-
ceived the request from the St.” Peters-
burg committee to-day.

The whole great network of railways
centreing in Moscow, except the St. Pet-
ersburg line, is still in operation.

At Reval the employees of the rail- |

way shops struck to-day, but the rea-
sons for the strike, are not known.

At St. Petersburg, yesterday passed
with _complete order. The
forced the closing of Moscow railroad
station yesterday, stopping outgoing
traffic for Mosecow, and at 10 o’clock
last night they finally succeeded in clos-
ing the electrie station, and in cutting
off light from the city.

Committees were sent to all -the the-
atres and succeeded in stopping the per-
formances in progress and in outlying
districts they went from store to store
ordering them to close and threatening
detruction of their tock if they refued.
The action of the strikers with regard
to the drug stores is a striking contrast
with the course pursued in Finland,
where the druggists were directed to re-
main open,

At a meeting of the strike committee
last night the question of the termina-
tion of the strike was not brought up
but many of. the delegates it is said ex-
pect the strike to end Saturday. At
the meeting the workmen were asked to
distribute one per cent. of the wages for
a strike fund. There is no betterment
of the agrarian districts,

Dispatches from Kurks, Poltava, Ria-

san, Sewmara and other provinees comns !

5

vast tracts of crown and private lands
to gradually become the property of the
peasants.

Reply to Premier Whitney.

St. Petersburg, Nov. 17.—2 p.m.—The
outlook for an early collapse of the strike
is more gloomy to-day. The situation is
distinetly mére menacing.. The council
of werkmen’s delegates, or strike com-
mittee, are manifestly encouraged by the
extension of the strike in St. Petersburg,
various ofganizations, including the bank
clerks, telephone girls and some of the
professional leagues,” have voted to join
the moyement. Moreover, it is certain’
that the workmen’s council have reeeived
mysterious

Supplies of Funds,

#nd consequently they present a belder
front

Practically all the pretexts based  on
economic demands have been abandoned,
the eight-hour day figureing in the ora-
tory at meetings in order to hold the
workmen who have no thought except
improvement in their material condition.
The workmen’s council returned a scorn-
ful reply to Count Witte’s personal ap-
peal to his “brother workmen,” ridicul-
ing the governmetit's profession of solici-
tude for the workmen and renewing
their demands for’the immediate aboli-
tiou of martial taw in Poland, ete,

Count Witte's atfempt 'to negotiate di-

réctl¥ vith the strike leaders has “come’ |i

tov g altheaeh he  offered couces-
siond ‘i the cate of the Kroustadt muti~.
neérs in the evenfwof their being eon-

demned. to death, buf the
Leaders ‘Refused

all:. compromise, ‘“‘ail .or nothing” was
their response. .

The imperial ukase on-the land ques-
tion issued to*day, although-it wipes out
about $40,000.000 of _the . peasant’s
arrearages of debt, whiech, under ordin-
ary circumstances, might-have been re-
ceived with joy, is another disappoint-
ment. “Fhe promises of additional lands
are too vague to calm the agitated, starv-
ing peasants, who in the valley of the
Don and Volga are again magching, pill-
aging, burning and murdering.

_ No confirmation has been obtained of
yesterday’s report of a ‘false Emperor
leading the peasants of Penda.

The mill and factory owners at a meet-
ing just held, while offering to make
some concessions in the matter of hours
of labor, generally’ to ten hour, took.a

Fimal Decision

that unless the men resumed work on
Monday they must close down indefinite-
ly.. Should the men be locked out in the
face of winter; it 'would only make the
situation more désperate.

The news from the - provinces shows
that-practically no movement has been
started there in - support of the general
strike..but there is a deep suspicion that
this may simply be the lull-of- prepara-
tion. The Social Democrats and revolu-
tionaries are keeping. their’ plans dark.
Their-organizations have ramifications
‘throughout the country, and at a signal
they might again be able to bring the
industries of the country to a standstill.

Reply to Witte.

St.. Petersburg, Nov. 17.—The text of
the resolution adopted at the meeting of
the. council of workmen’s . delegation in
reply to Count Witte's appeal to the
workingmen is.as follows:

“'he council of workmen’s delegates
expresses astonishment at the Emperor's
favorite, who permits himself to call the
workmenof St. Petersburg his brethren.
The proletariat is not related to him in
any way. 2

Count. Witte appeals to us to be com-

strikers |

passionate of our wives and children. The
couneil in replying invites the svorkmen
to count the widows and orphans who

{have been added to the ranks of the work-

men sinee the day Count Witte assumed
power. .

“Count Witte reveals the benevolent
intentions of the Emperor townrds.the
working classes. ‘t'he council reminds
the proletariat of the ‘bloedy Sunday.’

“Count ‘Witte begs us to give the gov-
ernment time and he will do all possible
for the workingmen. . The council knows
Count Witte has already found time to
give Poland-into thé hands of the mili-
|tary executioners. The €ouncil does not
| doubt Count_Witte will do all possible
| to strangle the revolutionary proletariat.
| “Count Witte calls himself a man who
lis benevolent towards and. - wishes our
good. The council declares the workifig
classes has no need of the benevolence of
a court favorite. but demands' a’ pnpnlahr
zovernment on the hasis of universal, di-
rect and sceret suffrage.”

Is' Not Refusing’ Securities.
| St. Petersburg, Nov. 17.—12.50 p.m.—
| The manager.of the local branch of the
Credit Lyonaiis denies the report that th‘e
bank is refusing to accept Russian securi-
ties as collateral. On account of the un-
settled condition and the heavy falling
off in prices on the bourse, howeyer, the
bank insists upon Jarger margins.

| FOREIGN RESIDENTS

EXODUS FROM
RUSSIAN CAPITAL

AFRAID TO REMAIN
wo' ~ hm R ity "I R

of Revolt An.ongthe Troopsin
Manchuria,

%

St. Pe’ersburg, Nov. 17.—The work-
ingmen’s committee to-day addressed |
the following appeal to the soldiers
and sailors:

“Comrades and brothers, for a long
time we - have’ misunderstood each |
other. Your officers taught you to re-
gard us as enemies of the Fatherland,
and as- eriminals whom you - should
shoot, beat with your whips and
butcher with your bayonets.

“Our struggle for the people’s free-
dom and the people’s well-being has
been depicted to you as a revolution
against the Fatheriand and which you
are obliged,to suppress. Many of you
believing this; have shot your own
brotners, filling the streets .of our
town with blood.

“The casé i& now altered, The eyes
of many of the soldiers and sailors
have been opened. They understand

| -them.

ways on the verge of starvation, are
growing bitterly
agitators, who. by
strikes are taking the

these

bread from

their mouths and not only without be-

ing incited by the police but in spite
of all the authorities these classes are
threatening reprisals.

It is the intelligent

middle - :lass,

however, which is begihning to really |

support the government, in its efforts
to restore something like order and
public tranquility. Many of the liber-

als whe fought the government active- |

1y ‘oefore the prociamation of the Bm-"
peror’s manifesto, are how convinced
that their leaders

Blundered Frightfully

by refusing to lend their support to
Count Witte in his difficult task be-
cause he had declined to accept the
unqualified conditions - Jaid down by
They see now #that it is too
late, that they missed the great oppor-

| tunity of becoming a Ieﬁding influence, |
| and that they, by their inaction have

become a negligable quantity.

The exodus of foreign residents who |
are afraid to remain during the winter |

continues. Most of them are going by
way of Finland, as all ‘accommodation
on the boats which will sail before the
close of navigation has been engaged.
Many members of the English and
German colonies an@d about half of the
small American - colony .are leaving.
Over 26,000 foreign passports have been |
issued in St. Petersburg during the
last two weeks.

In some guarters the belief is ex- |
pressed that martial law will be pro- |
claimed in St. Petersburg to-morrow. |
It is expected that the Emperor and |
grand‘dukes insist on this step against i

angry against ‘the |
continued |

| decision.

i the life of the Russian
| standstill,

| ported to have been shot for partici- ‘
pation in the conspiracy.

No confirmation of the rumor is ob- !
tainable from the officials of the war
office. ’

Anxlous to Work.

St. Petersburg, Nov. 18.—Although, |
{ according to the surface indications
yesterday, the outlook for the speedy
ending of ‘the strike was gloomy, the
revelations made at a meeting last |
night of the council of workmen’s |
delegates showed that a large portion |
of the workinen®were breaking loose
‘from the control of the leaders and
werz anxions to return to work,. and

| & plebiscite which will be taken to-
| day in the various factories probably |

will result in a.decision to abandon the |
strike Monday.

At a meeting of the council after a |
long discussion, a motion to call off |
the strike was rejected and it was de- ;
cided to call meetings of workmen in |
the factories to-day to lay the situa-
tion before them and to abide by their

The leaders, however, were deter- |
mined not to permit the strike to die |
without a final demonstration of their |
power to render St. Petersburg a |
“dead city.” After the adoption of the |
resolution calling for a referendum, it |
was decided to bend every effort: to |
close every store, market and office, |
beginning 'at 11 o'clock this morning, |
and to stop all street car and carriage |
traffiz in the streets, so-as to bring |
capital to a |
Another - resolution called !
for a demonstration to effect the re-
lease of four delegates who had been
arrested. It was decided to mass
3,000 in front of each prison where the
delegates are detained, and to hold

BRAVES (?) ON THE WARPATH.

77 %’f? ;*' '
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“They stopped like boys that, unawar
Ranging the woods to catch a hare.
Come to the mouth of a dark lair,
Where growling low, a fierce okl bea.
Lies amidst bones and blood.”

that all of us are brothers and that
we are sons of the nation, whose
Common Enemies

are your commanders and those in |

power. They wunderstood that the

liberty of the people is their own
liberty and' the good of the people,
their own good.

“The men of the Black Sea fleet and
at Kronstadt stood against their com- |
manders and signified that they wani- |
ed to lead the lives of men, that they
wanted liberty and they associated |
themselves with the cause of the peo-
ple. A hundred sailors at Kronstadt
will to-morrow be executed.

“The workingmen of St. Petersburg
struck, demanding the release of our
soldier and sailor brothers and the |
abolition of court martials and the
death penalty. |

“Is it possible that you soldiers and
sailors will ' not arise and help your
brothers at Kronstadt? Is it possible
that you!will remain' hand in hand |
with the murderers of your brothers |
at Kronstadt!

“We workmen say, the cause of (the |
soldiers and 'the sailor) is our cause
and so we have gone out on strike. You
must Say everywhere, ‘The cause of
the workmen is our causé and the
struggle of the workmen our strug- |
gle.’

“And you must associate yourselves
with the struggling people.

You Must Strike

and refuse to perform the duties im-
posed on you. Do-not listen to the
word of command to perform the |
duties imposed on you. Do not listen
to the werd of command, calling on
you to put down the workmen’s move-
ment. Let not a shot be fired by you |
against the people, Down with your |
blood thirsty commanders. Long live |
a free government and a free people.”

The utterly reckless spirit manifest- |
ed by the “Reds” who engendered the |
present strike, is pr8ducing a natural |
revulsion ‘of feeling whieh is shared by |
all classes. The prospect of Anarchy |
and mob rule, which - would be the |
outcome of the present demoralized
conditions in both the country dis- |
tricts and cities, had a sobering 'in-
fluence. The lower classes were al-

| decided against

the counsels of Count Witte.

The employers during the. day finally |
informed the workmen that they had
an eight-hour day. |
The workingmen’s council has broken

| off 411 negotiations with Count Witte. |

The ringleaders of the Kronstadt |
mutiny have been sent to. Schlussel- |
burg fortress, where they . will stand |
trial. At the mavy department it was
stated that there is no intention to try |

the great mass of mutinous sailors, the |

outbreak being regarded more as ‘a |
B 5 | endangered’ liberties form the osten-

| sible cause of'the strike in St. Peters-

drunken riot than as a mutiny, and
for which the officers themselves. were
largely responsible.

Oniy the Leaders

will be tried, and
will be as light as possible.

tive cruise,

The charge d’affaires
notification that the
cruiser Minneapolis,r now at

United States
Cher-

bourg, after leaving that port will pro- |
ceed to Copenhagen, and if he thinks |

it advisable she will continue her
cruise to the Baltic sea in order that
she may be able to meet any emer-

gency.” Mr, Eddy, however,-is notify- |
ing the state department that® the |

Neva will be icebound in ten days and
advising against sending the cruiser
there.

To-day’s dispatches from Poland in-
dicate a break in the ranks of the
strikers, The Vienna-Warsaw line is

| open and street cars are running at
| Warsaw.

Should the strike collapse
in Poland it necessarily will weaken

| the movement here.

M. Namehaiff, the minister of com-
munications, has sént a notification to
all the railroad employees and officials
to be at their posts at 8 o’clock, ready
to resume work, otherwise they will
be dismissed from the service,

Rumors of Mutiny.

4

St. Petersburg, Nov. 17.—6.30 p. m.—
A mutiny in the Manchurian army is
the latest sensational rumor in this
city. According  to the report, the
Emperor has received a dispatch from
General Linevitch telling him of a
revolt among the troops which was
only suppressed after a regular fight
in which many soldiers were killed or
wounded. Forty-two officers are re-

{ warning them that the strike leaders

| shows that the call of the St. Peters-
their punishment |
The bulk |
of them will be sent to sea on a puni-

has received | 5
| to assassinate the governor of Riga.

them there until they are liberated.
The prefect of police has published an

nteeting

the soldiers defending themselves be-

i

|
| hind the railroad embankment. [
i leave here about the 20th instant.

Worse Than Reported.

New York, Nov. 17.—Jacob Schiff, of
this city received the following cable- |
gram from Lord Rothschild in London:

‘‘Jussian catastrophe, according to
details from Russia to-day, far greater }
than expected.: Outrages, miurder and |
wholesale robbery and incendiarism in i
84 towns, so relief fund has a task too |
great to grapple with.”

AMALGAMATION OF WAR
EAGLE AND CEXIRE STAR

R

Decision of Directors ~ Farmer Killed by
Accidental Discharge of Gun—
Fatality in Power Hous:

Toronto, Nov., 15.—The directors of
the War Eagle and Centre Star have
decided on an amalgamation. They |
agree that it would permit of a more
profitable werking of the mines. They
have decided to sell the War Eagle
stock to the Centre Star at the ratio |
of ten shares of the Centre Star for |
fifteen of- the War Eagle. There will |
be a general meeting on November
23rd to sanction the deal. For some
time the Gooderhams and allied in-
terests have owned a large part of
both properties.” The Centire Star was
handled as a separate concern, how-
ever, ani several fortunes were made
and iost in its flotation.

Farmer’s Death.

Hamiota, Man., Nov. '16.—Robert
Gray, a young farmer accidentally was
shot while taking a gun from a buggy.
His head almost was blown off.

Minister’'s Advice.

Toronto, Nov, 18.—Speaking -at the
Ontario Fruit “Gigwers’ Association
last  night, Hon. Sydney
Fisher 'said it Wd#& highly important
ifor- Ontario “to préfié by the examples

#iof California and’  ‘British' Columbia
furit, growers.
4 growers, he said,
-ation methods and

‘Ofitario farmers and
st adopt co-oper-
¥e more attention
to' sélection. graditg, ‘packing 4nd
marketing of .their fruit if they hoped
to extend their markeds or even held
thefr own. el St o

" 4

“a Toronto Junction grocery Store last
«night, and drawing  revolvers com-
' manded the woman behind the counter
ito hand over the cash. She screamed
‘and they made off. - Later a pedestrian
was held up by men answering the
description given by the woman, and
robbed of all he had while a pistol was
placed to his head. .

Bank Clearings.

Winnipeg, Nov. 16.—Bank clearings
for the week ending to-day are $10,-
849,503; for the same period in 1904,
$7,057,256; 1903, $6,776,844. -

Instantly Killed.

Winnipeg,  Nov. 16.—H. ' Landers,
electrical foreman in power house at
the C. P. R. shops, was instantly killed
this ''morning. - The stationary en-
gineer did not adjust the engine prop-
erly, and it attained great 'velocity,
resulting in bursting the fiy-wheel. He
was for three years a resident of this
city, and was formerly of Lorain, Ohio.

Interviewed Premier,

Edmonton, N. W. T., ~Noy. 16.—A
delegation of prominent clergymen of
various denominations headed by Rev.

appeal to the well-disposed classes,
intend to take aggressive action to-

The news from Moscow is even less
encouraging. The railroads are still

operating and the telegraphers have
flatly refused to consider a strike for
the political aims of Poland, whose

[
day. |
|
l

burg. Work is being resumed in Mos-
cow, and news from wether sections
burg committee has awakened little
sympathy.

Migsed Its Mark. !
Riga, Nov: 17.—An attempt was made '

While -he was riding in a carriage
through the streets a shot was fired
at him from an alley, but the bullet
missed its mark. The- would-be  as-
sassin escaped.

Papers Prohibited.

Warsaw, Nov. 17.—The governor- |
general has prohibited the publication |
of .three more Polish papers, and has
prohibited the sale on the streets of
all hand bills printed in Polish.

Temporary governor-generais -have
been appointed for ten governments of
Russian Poland. They will hold office
while martial law is~in force.

Assassin Escaped.

Kurais, Trans-Caueasia, Nov. 17.—
The assistant manager of the railroad
station was shot and killed here to-
day. The assassin escaped.

Rails Torn Up.

Trans-Caucasia, Nov. 17.—The rail-
road employees here have struck. The
rails have' been' torn up and thrown |
into the Black Sea.. Many of the tele-
graph wirés are cut.

Fired on Soldiers.

Dzereula, Caucasia, Nov. 17.—A rail-
nad switch was thrown open here to-
Aay, peanltine in a crWicion between
two military tralns. Fifteen soldiers
were ~injured.

After the collision the !
trains were fired upon from the hills, '

Dr. McDougall waited on Premier

fRutherford to ascertain the attitude

of the new government regarding the
liquor traffic. They urged the abeoli-
tion of the bar, and favored govern-
ment operation of places for the sale
of intoxicants. They were assured of
careful consideration of the represen-
tations.

Will Be Investigated.

Halifax, Nov. 16.—A headless corpse,
found at Round Island Glace Bay, C.
B., a short time ago and buried, is to
be exhumed and a postmortem held
as it is thought the man may have
been murdered.

Liabilities One Million.

Quebec, Nov. 16.—The Bank of Mon-
treal has made a demand of assign-
ment ‘upon Carrier Laine Co., manu-
facturers, I.evis. The bank has a
claim of over $150,000. The total liabili-
ties are said to amount to a million
dollars. The.works have been closed
down and four hundred empioyees paid

| off.

R. H. Morris Dead

Montreal, Nov. 16.—R. H. Morris,
general baggage agent of the Canadian
Pacific railroad, died in the general
hospital this morning. His death was
caused by diabetes. ;

Mysterious Disappearance.

Brantford, Nov. 16.—Chief MacFar-
lane of the Paris police fore, has mys-
teriously disappeared, and his phere-
abouts is unknown. Taxes to a con-
siderable amount collected by him
have not yet been turned in. He is
not known to be in any difficulties,
financially or otherwise.

Seven Years' Imprisonment.

Hamilton, Nov. 16.—T. Hillhouse
Brown, manager of the local branch
of the Bank of Hamiltoh, who was ar-
rested on a charge of embezzling the
bank’'s funds, pleaded guilty this
morning and was sentenced to seven
years in Kingston penitentiary.

Fort William, Nov, 17.—Owing to the
remarkabie rush at the C. P. R. freight
sheds here, over 650 men are engaged

| retary, O.
| I'reneh,
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bandling business night and day. The

.

last of the company’s passenger steam-
ers, the Manitoba, for this season, will
Over
twenty million bushels of grain were
hauled to the rerminal elevators here and
at Port Arthur during September and
October, 18,328 cars being required to
handle it. Of this amount, C. P. R, car-
ried fourteen million bushels,

Lost His Feet.
Portal, Nov. 17.—Andrew Austin, of

| Austim, Minon.,, a commercial traveiler,

fell under a train here and had both his
feet cut off.
Grand Lodge, I. O. O. F.
Winnipeg, Nov, 17.—At Calgary, the
Alberta Grand Lodge of the Indepennd-
et Order of Odd Fellows was instituted

| yesterday by A. H. Blackaby of King-

ston, Ont.  Fifteen lodges were present
with a membership of 1,000. The offi-
cers elected were: Grand master, C. L
Comer, Calgary; deputy grand master,
Alexander May, Edmonton: grand war-
den, F. F. Brown, Macleod; grand sec*
Tisdale, Calgary:; V. C.
Wetaskiwin; grand marshal,
Myr. Oliver, Lethbridge; grand conductor,
Mr. Eiliott, Strathcona; grand guard,
Mr. Facile, Ponoka; grand herald, Mr.
Wolfe, Olds; grand chaplain, Mr. Mur-
dock, Calgary.
Presbyterian Synod.

Winnipeg, Nov. 17.—The Presbyterian
synod re-affirmed its stand in. favor of
national schools, but decided to take no
official stand in the matter unless the in-
teresfs of the church demanded it.

Montreal Fire.

Montreal, Nov. 17.—Damage to the ex-
tent of $30,000 to $35,000 was done last
night by a blaze which broke ont in the
factory of the Starke Cooperage Com-
pany, King street:

Inquiry  Opened.

Quebee, No. 17.—An inquiry into
the cause of the disaster to the Allan
line steamer Bavarian, which went on
the rocks near here on November Tth,
opened here this morning. Capt. Brown
and Chiet Officer Haynes of the Bava-
rian attributed the accident -to an error
of judgment on the part of Pilot Lia-
: , who thought that he was fur-
ther morth than he really “was and also
to his over-cautiousness.

Found Dead.

Toronto, Nov. 17.—Llewellyn J. Row~
land, twenty-six years old, an Huglish+
man; for the. past.year Canpadian repre-

sentative of Rosserdale Belting Com- -
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boarding house with- & piece of cyanay

of potassium on the chair beside him.
Rowland’s. friends say he had financial
and domestic troubles. ;

CHARGE AGAINST
FRASER CANNERS

ACCUSED OF EMPLOYING
AMERICAN FISHERMEN

"

Number of Witnesses Were Examined
] by the Commission in the
T‘miﬂl City-

_Vancouver, Nov, 17.—At yesterday af-
ternoon’s sitting of the fisheries commis-
sion, the chief feature was the charge
made that the Fraser river canners vio-
late the law by engaging American fisher-
men. 3 : 3

Captain Anderson, a fisherman, and
other witnesses stated that Americans
come to the Fraser every season and
were engaged by the canneries. This was
clearly an infraction of the regulations.
Capt. Auderson declared that traps de-
stroyed smali fish - which ran- with the
large ones. He asked that the opening
of the season be delayed a fortnight and
closed correspondingly late; also that
local fishermen should be given the privi-
lege of sclling fish to American canmers,

R. J. Wood, of Rivers Inlet, said that
any increase’'in the number of cauneries
in the north meant a reduction of the
catch within a few years.

A. J. Buttimer considered that the sup-
ply of fish'in the Fraser lad not been as
large during the last four years as during
the. previous four, but .coukl not assign
the cause for this, unless the advance of
civilization with the consequent cutting
of timber, cultivation of ‘land, ete. The
traps round Point Roberts had a bad
effett, he said. He opposed the limiting of
the number of canners, as that would
create a monopoly and advance the price
of canmeries to over double. 'As to the
preservation of the industry as a whole,
the witness did not think the ‘canmeries
or traps could be any mere limited than
the number of sawmills, and the govern-
ment would not do such a thing.

Other witnesses were J. West,  fisher-
man; R. T. Burtwell, of the fisheries ser-
vice; John L. Wallace and J. E. Macrae.

Deep sea fishing was discussed before
the fisheries commision this morning. Ob-
jections were entered by €. F. Battso
and others to Americans having 8 mone
opoly of the halibut trade. This after-
noon Manager Starratt, of the New Kng-
land Fish Company, will be called to dis-
cuss. the American side of it for his com-
pany. R. B. Bryce, on behalf of the B.
C. Native Oyster Company, asked for a
duty on oysters. Details were related by
persons interested in the herring industry
regarding minar regulations,

’
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