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correspondence with Mr. Helmcken, 
but not having his consent I am un
able to read any of his letters. I may 
say, however, that he kept me very 
fully informed of the feeling of citi
zens, the attitude of the Indians and 
every detail relating to this matter.

An Amended Offer.

slder carefully any scheme he might 
submit.

“Mr. Powell recommended on the 
24th August, 1874, that Dallas Island, 
situated on the Straits of Haro, about 
20 miles from Victoria, should be pur
chased for the Songhees Indians. This 
recommendation was approved by the 
governor in council, but, the Indians 
having refused to surrender, nothing 
further was done.

“In 1881, after some further corres
pondence with Mr. Powell, he stated 
that a majority of the Indians had 
agreed to move to Cad boro Bay, their 
ancient camping grounds, provided 
suitable lands could be secured for 
them at that place. Correspondence 
with this in view resulted in the Hud
son's Bay Company agreeing to sell the 
property desired by Mr. Powell for the 
Indians and containing 1,125 acres, for 
the sum of $56,250. Mr. Powell recom
mended the acceptance of this offer, es
pecially in view of the fact that an 
offer of $60,000 had been received from 
one Mr. P. C. Dunlevy for the Songhees 
reserve. It was considered, however, 
that the amount offered for the reserve 
was not sufficient.

THE FRUITS 
OF THE EAHTH

tendent of Indian affairs, Mr. Fsdley, 
came out here, I feeling that if the 
Indians were dealt with directly by an 
officer of the department it might lead 
to more success. In order to leave 
the department unhampered in its ne
gotiations Mr. Pedley consulted with 
the local government to secure a 
waiver of any claim it might set up to 
a reversionary interest In the lands 
when no longer used for Indian pur
poses. In September, 1906, Premier Mc
Bride gave an understanding that the 
province would not Immediately press 
its claim in this case, but that its re
versionary interests, if any, would at
tach to the proceeds of any sale, and 
be dealt with in the same way and fqr 
the same time as if the lands had re
mained a reserve. His government also 
agreed to the deduction from their re
versionary claim of the total expense 
of removing the Indians and placing 
them on a new reserve. Premier Mc
Bride’s letters show that at that time 
the provincial government were very 
desirous of trying to help Mr. Pedley 
to obtain a settlement.

“Mr. Pedley met Chief Cooper and 
was informed that owing to the many 
attempts made to settle 
without material result, the Indians 
were tired of the whole business and 
did not care to reopen negotiations. At 
his request, however, a meeting was 
held on October 6th, when, after much 
discussion, Mr. Pedley made this pro
position:

“ *1 The Indians will be paid at the 
time of the surrender $10,000 in cash, 
and $5,000 cash upon being settled on 
the new reserve.

“ ‘2. The owners of the improvements 
on the present reserve will be paid for 
these in cash, or will be given in their 
place improvements on the new re
serve, as the Indians may desire.

“ ‘3. A new reserve will be provided 
before removal from the present one.

“ ‘4. The cost of removal of the In
dians from the present reserve will be 
paid for as well as any permanent band 
improvements on the new reserve.

“ ‘5. The interest on the band fund re
maining in the hands of the govern
ment after deducting the amounts 
necessary to carry out this proposition 
will be paid to the Indians annually, 
or funded for their benefit.’
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SLOCUM’S COMPOUND PENNYROYAL 
TEA. A powerful but harmless vegetable 
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arising therefrom. All 
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“The offer I made the Songhees band, 
through him, was to pay them $13,000, 
on their agreeing to surrender, 
about $300 per family, procure a new 
reserve, bear the cost of their removal 
and pay for all Improvements, or in
stead of paying for these the govern
ment to build residences for each fam
ily as good as, or better than, their 
present homes. On settlement on the 
new reserve each family would be 
paid, in addition, $1,200. The offer of 
the year before was $32,000 cash, $10,- 
000 for implements and $10,000 esti
mated value of improvements, so that 
my offer was better by $13,000. The 
balance of the money obtained by the 
government would be used in paying 
for the new reserve, what was over be
ing funded for the benefit of the 
band.

“Under date of December 10th. I 
learned from Mr. Helmcken that at a 
meeting of the band, eighteen being 
present, the chief said the feeling was 
there should be no further negotiation. 
That has been the character of the ne
gotiations ever since. In writing to 
me Mr. Helmcken pointed out the 
objections of the Indians, their reluc
tance to remove, the, absolute impos
sibility of their getting together to 
give an answer and the danger of 
spoiling the work we had done by too 
much hurry.

“I suggested I could give better terms 
if that was any further inducement, 
and on December 20th I increased the 
offer of the amount to be paid each 
family to $2,000, $300 on their agreeing 
to surrender the old reserve and $1,700 
on settlement on the new one. The In
dian Act gives us power to pay the 
Indians fifty per cent, of what their 
reserve will bring, and in agreeing to 
pay them $84,000 I thought it as far as 
the value of the reserve would justify 
me in going.

“That is the offer as it stands to-day, 
neither accepted nor refused by the 
band, and from that time to this—as I 
have a mass of correspondence here to 
show—which would be much more easy 
to understand if I had Mr. Helmcken’s 
permission to read some of his letters— 
the band has never met legally to take 
this matter into Its consideration. There 
have been many very reasonable and 
fair and proper excuses given for this 
delay; there have been many reasons 
given which appear to me childish in 
the extreme. We must remember we 
are dealing with Indians, and some
times it is not always wise to judge 
them by the same standards as our
selves.

“I want to read one letter I wrote 
Mr. Helmcken—you will have to supply 
the context, but as I told you he kept 
me thoroughly informed on all phases 
of the matter—which opens thus:

V T have read the item in the Colon
ist of the 18th inst. It is a nasty-tem
pered article and will do no good; but 
no living person can stop Lugrin’s 
mouth or give him ordinary common- 
sense. I imagine he does not want the 
matter settled.’

“ ‘At the same time the mere fact 
that such an article will have a good 
many sympathizers should be proof to 
you that the reserve question is be
coming a dangerous one. I have no 
doubt, insofar as you are concerned, it 
will be settled very soon if you can 
bring it about; but I am afraid the 
Indians may take too long to make up 
their minds one way or the other. 
There is not, you say, any politics in 
this matter. I have certainly never 
thought there was, and I do not know 
how there can be. You and I are act
ing in the interest of Victoria, and; 
while I am at present getting the cen
sure of meddlers and busy bodies for 
the long delay in coming to terms, it 
will be your turn later if you fail, be
cause there are a good many who think 
that your influence with the Indians is 
sufficient to command success. But in 
the bright Chinook lexicon I imagine 
there is no such word as “fail.” ’

“Replying to me sometime later re
garding the increased sum offered the 
Indians, Mr. Helmcken wrote: ‘I think 
that the result of the meeting will be 
the approval of the financial aspect, 
that is to say, that your offer will in 
all probability be accepted.’ Up to the 
present, however, It has neither been 
accepted nor rejected.

Capilano Worked Mischief.
“Among the excuses,” resumed Mr 

Templeman, “which the band had to 
offer, was one connected with Chief 
Capiiano, who had been to see the King 
and on his return had gone about 
through the tribes at Cowichan, Saan
ich and other places, booming himself, 
giving the idea that the Indians were to 
get more reserves, greater fishing rights 
and all that sort of thing. The result 
was that many Indians, children 
they all are, thought Capilano was 
going to get some concessions. He 
and some 
down to Ottawa, spent ten days there 
very pleasantly, and saw. no one in 
authority but Sir Wilfrid the day 
they left. Their visit was really but a 
holiday outing and had no special ref
erence to the Songhees reserve, but it 
was taken by the band as an excuse for

rejected. He said they could have a 
meeting as soon as the Indians got 
back from hop-picking, which would 
be along about now.

“I have read you this correspondence 
at length to show you that ad far as 
1 have been concerned I have been as 
energetic as it is possible to be in this 
matter. I have not been dilatory, I 
have not been inactive, I have done 
all I could. I cannot force the Indians 
to meet, * I cannot force them to sur
render their reserve; I can only in
sist on getting an answer and I in
tend to insist on getting one. (Hear, 
hear.)

“There is no question about the ne
cessity of the Indians going soon. If 
they are more favorable to an offer of 
fifty per cent of the value of the re
serve than $2,000 a family that offer Is 
made them to-day.

The Alternative Courses.

Cereals, vegetables and meat supply 
the elements needed for man’s nour
ishment. Yet fruit — though it has 
very little food value—has proved to 
be absolutely necessary for perfect 
health.

Careful Investigation has shown 
that all the common fruits act on the 
Liver, Kidneys, Bowels and Skin. 
These are the organs that rid the body 
of dead tissue and waste products, and 
the fruit juices stir them up to more 
vigorous action, thus keeping the whole 
body clean and healthy.

But few people eat enojugh fruit. 
Realizing this, after several years of 
experimenting, a prominent Canadian 
physician succeeded in combining the 
juices of apples, oranges, figs and 
prunes in such a way that the medi
cinal action is many times multiplied. 
Then he added valuable tonics and 
made the combination into tablets 
called “Fruit-a-tives.^ They are really 
Nature’s cure for Constipation, Indi
gestion, Biliousness and Stfomach Trou
bles. Mild as Nature itself—but more 
prompt and effective. Sold by deal
ers at 50c. a box—6 boxes for $2.50— 
trial size box 25c. Fruit-a-tives, Lim
ited. Ottawa.

Hon. William Templeman Outlines the Situation 
Showing Where the Trouble Lies in 

Settlement of Questionhe more enjoyable

;e
(From Thursday’s Daily.)

K payment of $2,000 to each head 
of the forty-two families on the Song- 

tlieir removal to

nothing more interesting to Victoria 
West; in fact, no local question inter
esting the whole city more than that 
of the Songhees and the possibility of 
their removal fo another reserve.

What the Law Demands.
“I first want to give you the law, as 

laid down in the Indian Act. Dealing ( 
with the matter of the surrender of re- Messrs. Powell and O’Rielly, the latter 
serves to His Majesty in trust for the I being the Indian reserve commissioner, 
Indians, section 38 of the act says:

“ ‘No reserve or portion of a reserve 
shall be sold, alienated or leased until 
it has been released or surrendered to 
the crown for the purposes of this 
act, excepting that in case of aged, 
sick and infirm Indians and widows 
and children left without a guardian, 
or in the cases of Indians engaged in 
the practice of any one of the learned 
professions, or in teaching schools, or 
in pursuing a trade which interferes 
with their cultivating land on the re
serve, the superintendent-general shall 
have the power to lease, for their sup
port or benefit, the lands to which they 
are entitled.’
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of equal area and asanother
good or better in quality, at the tost 

Dominion government; valua
tion of and payment for improve
ments to enable the 
equally good dwellings

construction by the govern- 
residences as good or better

eaterYet? "In 1884 instructions were Issued to with themof the

band to erect 
on the new re-

ther an

AK, or a
to confer together and ascertain on 
what terms a satisfactory location 
could be purchased for the Indians of 
the Songhees and Esquimau reserves, 
and were informed that the site to be 
chosen was to contain from 500 to 1,000 
acres, and was not to be less than 20 
miles from Victoria.

“If they refuse to accept there is an- 
Under the law the 

That
other alternative.
Indians can be enfranchised, 
means the cutting the reserve apart 
from Indian lands and dividing it up 
among the heads of families; they 
get deeds to the land, which mere 
fact enfranchises them. They then 
become to all intents and purposes 
white men; they pay taxes and 
sell their land, 
it might be possible to place them on 
part of the land and enfranchise them 
or keep them as a tribe on part, they 
surrendering the remainder. However. 
I have grave doubts that if they do not 
accept the offer now before them they 
will not actiept any of these alterna
tives.

serve, or 
ment of
Instead of paying for the improve- 

the old reserve; and the

R
feet heaters

mente on
funding of the balance of whatever 
Is received for the old reserve for the 
benefit of the band.

This is the offer the Dohilnion gov
ernment has placed before the Song
hees Indians as an inducement to sur
render their title to the present re- 

and which has been before the

tv

LTD. Report of Commissioners.
“A report was received from Messrs. 

Powell and O’Reilly on the 10th April, 
1886, recommending the purchase of two 
lots of land in the Metchosen district, 
in the vicinity of Pedder bay, about 8 
or 9 miles from Victoria by water and 
15 or 16 by land. These two lots to
gether totalled 1,635 acres. Purchase of 
these lots was recommended, but the 
deputy superintendent general report
ed against their purchase until a sale 
had been made of the Esquimau and 
Songhees reserves, or until the consent 
of the Indians to sale had been obtain
ed. This report was concurred in by the 
then minister, Sir John A. Macdonald.

“The correspondence with reference 
to the removal of the Indians to the 
Metchosen district was continued up to 
August, 1888, but led to little further 
being done. In the meantime an offer 
wag__made-for, the Songhees reserve by 
Mr. R. Dunsmuir, acting for the Esqui
mau & Nanaimo Railway Company. 
The price offered by the company was 
$60,000 for the whole reserve, or $20,000 
for one half of it. Mr. Dunsmuir was 
authorized to negotiate with the In
dians for the sale of the reserve, but 
failed to secure their consent to its sale.

“Between the years 1887 and 1893 con
siderable correspondence took place be
tween the department, Mr. Dunsmuir 
and also the provincial government 
(Whose claim to a reversion to the lands 
had been advanced), with the result, 
however, that the settlement of this 
matter seemed to be abo.ut as far , off 
as ever. Several interviews had been 
held with the Indians, but they were 
not prepared to give their consent to 
sale.

“If was during the period above 
méntiôned that the request-of the city 
of Victoria to have the Indians re
moved and the reserve conveyed to the 
corporation upon certain Conditions 
fôrmed part of the correspondence in 
the negotiations for a settlement of 
this question.

“The Indian superintendent at Vic
toria was informed on 17th September, 
1891, that if the reserve were sold to 
the city none of the money derivable 
therefrom would be used for the Im
provement of Victoria harbor, as had 
been suggested, but all should be 
utilized for the benefit of the Indians.

Another Offer Made. -

•f can
Or instead of thatP. 0. BOX 683 tenant-Governor and the two so ap

pointed to choose a third, and, in the 
event of the two so appointed being 
unable to agree upon a third, some 
member of the Supreme court of Brit
ish Columbia to be the third commis
sioner. This was agreed to by the Do
minion government by an order in 
council passed on the 1st April, 1896, 
agreeing to thé proposition without 
prejudice to the claims of the Domin
ion government as - to all other re
serves in the province of British Co
lumbia, and that the title -of the lapd 
which may b2 occupied as a reserve for 
the Songhees Indians in lieu of their 
present reserve be conveyed in fee 
simple to the Dominion government 
as the trustee of the Indians. Mr. 
Peter O’Rielly, Indian reserve commis
sioner. was named as the commission
er for the Dominion.

“The principal difficulty of arriving 
at an agreement as to the points to 
be submitted arose from the objection 
of the provincial government to ac
cept a provision for compensating the 
Indians for the difference in value be
tween the present reserve and the new 
reserve which might "bè set apart for 
them. The provincial government in
timated in effect that, the new reserve 
should be taken as a fair equivalent 
for the old one. This proposition was 
not acceptable to the Dominion gov
ernment.
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serve,
band for a year. Action by them has 
been delayed on one excuse 
other, although Hon. Wm. Templeman 
has been steadily pressing for 
wer and it is still a case of “to-mor
row” with the Indians, 
statutes governing the relations of Can- 

its Indian wards it is abso
lutely necessary that they consent to 
surrender their title. They cannot be

“Section 39 says : ‘No release or sur
render of a reserve, or portion of a re
serve, held for the use of the Indians 
of any band, or of any individual In
dian, shall be valid or binding, except 
on the following conditions :--The re
lease or surrender shall be assented to 
by a majority of the male members of 
the band, of the full age of -21 years, 
at a meeting or council thereof sum
moned for that purpose, according to 
the rules of the band, and held in the 
presence of the superintendent-gen
eral or of an officer duly authorized to 
attend such council unless he habit
ually resides on or near and Is inter
ested in the reserve in question.’

“And in section ,40 it is declared that 
no release or surrender of any reserve 
or portion of a reserve shall be valid 
or made to anyone other than His 
Majesty. There is only one way to get 
Indians off a reserve and that is by a 
majority vote to surrender it to the 
government.

/ or an-
3
»! an ans- "If they will not there is only one 

other alternative, and we may as well 
face It. now as later; that Is, amend 
the Indian act.”

The audience was quick to see the 
Implication of the minister’s words and 
applauded vigorously.

“No Indian has ever been forced off 
his reserve in Canada or compelled to 
leave it. So you see that to amend the 
Indian act with a view to-using force 
shall I say will create a pretty dlfllcult 
position. There is no other reserve that 
is situated within a city as this is, al
though Vancouver has a case just out
side its limits which is pretty bad. A 
reserve in the centre of a city is a nui
sance and a menace—a menace to white 
people, a menace to the prosperity of 
Victoria, a menace to the Indians 
themselves.

“I believe power should be taken, by 
the government; power given to it, un
der the Indian act, to deal with this 
or any other special case that may 
arise In Canada. (Applause.) 
anxiety for a definite answer from 
the Indians, even a refusal, was so 
that at last session I could have in-, 
duced the government to consent to 
an amendment but the constant pro
crastination, the disposition to leave 
till to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to
morrow, which is the record of this 
whole Songhees question, prevented 
that."

"I say here and now—and I wànt to 
speak guardedly and without suspicion 
of a threat, that if a reasonable offer 
of fifty per cent of whatever the re
serve may bring, paid to the Indians, 
will not induce them to surrender the 
reserve then the Indian act must Be 
amended and the Songhees compelled, 
in the interests of themselves and of 
the city of Victoria, to occupy another 
reserve. (Applause).

"There is the story of the Songhees 
reserve as I know it. These files of 
correspondence I have here would tire 
any one to read, and I have arrived 
at the stage when I do not propose to 
have very much more delay. (Hear, 
hear). To some extent we can sym
pathize with the standpoint of the In
dians, who do not want to leave their 
home, and there are some whom re
moval from the present location might 
deprive of remunerative positions. But 
the question must be settled, and set
tled soon.

"What I have read you will inform 
the people of Victoria with respect to 
the reserve and should impress them 
that so far as I am concerned I have 
done all that was possible. (Applause). 
I am not very sanguine as to the ac - 
ceptance of our offer by the band, but 
they must take whatever action they 
intend to take very shortly. I have 
told you all this so that the people 
will not Uiink, as the Colonist sug
gests, that I have been negligent of 
the interests of Victoria. There is no 
politics in this except insofar as the 
Colonist tries to place upon my should
ers the blame for the failure, up to 
the present, of all negotiations.

“I am exceedingly, desirous of set
tling this matter and I hope you will 
give me an opportunity of settling It. 
("We will"). I can accomplish it, I 
am sure, for pertinacity and stlck-It- 
out and never-say-die are features of 

I believe that ulti
mately, and in tne nor far distant fu
ture, the Songhees reserve question 
will be settled satisfactorily and in 
the interests of the people of Victoria.” 
(Cheers).

Under the
hibit at the New West-

ada to

Offer is Amended.
“At this meeting the Indians declined 

to express an opinion upon the merits 
of the proposition, but intimated their 
intention of talking it over amongst 
themselves and meeting Mr. Pedley one 
week later, when they would communi
cate their views. He met the Indians 
on the 13th of October, a large major
ity of the voting members of the band 
being present.

"After considerable discussion he 
amended his original offer, agreeing to 
pay $10,000 in cash upon surrender be
ing given, $15,000 in cash a week or ten 
days afterwards, $5,000 on settlement on 
a new reserve; to pay the cost of re
moval, provide a new reserve and set 
aside a fund of $10,000 to be spent for 
the purchase of implements, boats, 
tools, horses, cattle, etc.,. for use in the 
business of the applicants Upon requisi
tion to and certificate by the agent or 
superintendent, and to pay semi-an
nually interest on balance remaining 
to the credit of the band, and further 
agreeing ■ that if any member entitled 
to share in the distribution wished to 
remain in the city his share could be 
used as he saw fit in providing himself 
with a new home, and he would still 
retain his interest in the band property.

"When Mr. Pedley made this amend
ed offer to the band there were some 
at least who appeared to be willing to 
accept, but the majority were unwill
ing, and the chief intimated that the 
band did not wish to sell and would not 
accept any offer. He met the Indians 
again on the 20th October at their re
quest and heard from them what they 

prepared to accept as settlement 
of this question. They intimated they 
were willing to take $1,000 per family on 
a fasis of 42 families and a reserve at 
Cadboro Bay. This proposition meant 
an additional cash payment of $2,000 

his previous offer, and to this he 
agreed, the money to be distributed as 
indicated before, with the Exception 
that the extra $2,000 was to be paid on 
removing to a new reserve.

“Mr. Pedley took the chief and two 
others to see a property adjoining the 
Hudson’s Bay Co. land at Cadboro Bay 
and the chief to see a property at Por- 

Neither would be accept-

evlcted.
If the Songhees remain Inactive or 

refuse to accept the government’s of- 
altematlve is the

MOTHER'S {EE 
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1er the ultimate 
amending of the Indian Act so as to 
give the government power to act In 
this or similar cases as the best lnter- 
erts of Indians and whites demand 
should be done here.

Such, in brief, is the position of the 
famous Songhees Reserve question, as 

list evening by the Minister 
in Victoria West,
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section of the capital which is 
situationthat

most nearly touched by a 
which affects the entire city. Speak- 
Ing In Semple’s hall to a large and 
deeply attentive audience, Mr. Temple- 
man went Into the history bf the re
serve, the law governing the matter, 
the attitude of the Indians towards 
the offers made them, and his 
persistent efforts to effect a 

ent. . .
A great pârt of What he said 

which

Early History of Reserve,
“I do not think many people know 

the history of the Songhees. Some. of 
the old residents of Victoria will be 
familiar with the early history oj the 
reserve. The Songhees tribe, I believe, 
when the Hudson’s Bay Company came 
here forty years ago, occupied the 
whole of the southern portion of the 
Island, all Saanich peninsula.^pd prob
ably to the east and west of where 
Victoria stands. Their village 
Cadboro Bay. They were brought in by 
Sir James Douglas and put on the re
serve, where they now are. Some time 
in 1850 they entered into an agreement 
with Douglas, representing the 
pany, by which they transferred to the 
company all that portion of this coun
try, other than what is now the reserve, 
forever for a small consideration. In 
their agreement is this clause:

“ ‘The condition of our understand
ing of this sale is this, that our vil
lage sites and enclosed fields are to be 
kept for our own use, for the use of 
our children, and for those who may 
follow, after us; and the land shall be 
properly surveyed hereafter. It is un
derstood, however, that the land itself, 
with these small exceptions, becomes 
the entire property of the white people 
for ever; it is also understood that we 
are at liberty to hunt over the unoc
cupied lands, and to carry on our fish
eries as formerly. We have received, as 
payment, fifty-two pounds tfen shillings 
sterling.’

“Now the land that was excluded 
and that was not transferred, is what 
is now known and occupied as the 
Songhees reserve. You will see by this 
that as a matter of fact the Songhees 
were never given the reserve ; they had 
it. As I want you to appreciate the 
efforts that have been made, the diffi
culties met with, I desire to give you 
briefly a review of the many efforts 
made to induce them to remove, as 
summarized from the records of the In
dian department. This agreement was 
made in 1850.

Efforts Made to Remove Indians.

My

Proposals By Dominion.
“Up to June. 1896, these propositions 

had been entirely to a Conservative 
government. In 1897 thé Hoh. Mr. 
Turner, then premier of British Co
lumbia, visited Ottawa,-,-abcl discussed 
With the Hon. Mr. Siftqq, then super
intendent general of. IhifJiap affairs, 
question of the removal of the Song
hees Indians. Following this discus
sion two proposals wete made by the 
Dominion government; the first of 
which is not relevant ?and the second 
that the local government should agree 
to the Dominion’s* proposal of dispos
ing of the whole reserve on the under
standing that the Dominion govern
ment should procure a new reserve, re
move the Indians thereto and rehabili
tate them, the proceeds of the sale of 
the present reserve less thé cost of a 
new reserve and the expense of re
habilitating them to be capitalized for 
the benefit - of the Songhees Indians.

“The provincial government declined 
to agree to the first proposal and- on 
the second proposal being submitted 
offered to agree to the, Dominion gov
ernment’s disposing of ohe-half of the 
present reserve, namely, 56 acres, on 
the condition of its procuring a new 
reserve and bearing the expense of the 
removal and rehabilitation of the In
dians, the provincial government to 
take the other half of the present re
serve unburdened. •

own
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a narcotic ; but they act 
bowels, thus reaving 
id preventing fits, coo- At

f was
was

the
Hews to ftie audience, 
gréatly impressed by the recital 
the facts and expressed its satisfac
tion with Mr. Templeman’s explana
tions. The records quoted showed that 
an efforts made, whether under the 
late or the present government, had 
been rendered abortive by the Indians 

steadfastly

was near
of
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havethemselves, who
to their homes and refused to
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duns
consider any propositions.

There is before the band noxy an of
fer the generosity of which the aud
ience last night expressed its sense of. 
which has been awaiting their action 
for a year or more, but no meeting has 
yet been held by the band to consider 
it. Repeated requests that a meeting 
be held Wave been met tv 1th charac
teristic Indian procrastination.

The alternatives, which will have 
to be considered if the band does not 
accept the offer or takes no action on 
it were placed before the meeting by- 
Mr. Templeman and met with their ap
proval. The dominant feeling of the 
electors present, as expressed by their 
comments afterwards, was that the 
city’s member has done more than any 
other man to bring about the result so 
much desired and that the blame for 
failure Is not to be laid at his door.

The chairman. Major A. W. Currie, 
voiced the feeling of the meeting when 
he said that after the recital they had 

I listened tp no one could accuse the 
minister of neglecting Victoria’s in-

"On the 26th August, 1891, It telegram 
received from the Vancouver Isl-was

and Land Investment Company offer
ing $350,000 for the reserve and to deed 
15 acres to the Esquimau & Nanaimo 
Railway Company. Following this of
fer a meeting of the Indians was held 
to consider the question of surrender 

terms as to desirable location,

a very handsome 
f We recently mounted 
Uber of very choice 
t in this style of set- 
l Their appearance 
Icharme admirers. We 

like you to see them.
’ric* $5 to *110

over

upon
buildings, etc,, and investment of bal
ance of funds for their benefit. This 
looks to me an extremely large sum 
and more than could be got to-day, 
and it seems to me it could not have 
been a bonafide offer then.

“In 1893 the superintendent reported 
he had interviewed the Indians several 
times, but that they declined to sur
render.

“On the 9th March, 1895, the deputy 
clerk of the executive council of Brit
ish Columbia forwarded an approved 
minute expressing the views of the 
government as to the best method of 
effecting a settlement of the ques
tion of the removal of the Songhees 
tribe from their reserve to a suitable 
locality, and, after stating claim of 
the provincial government to the re
version of the reserve, he intimated 
that the Songhees Indians would be 
willing to treat for removal to another 
location on the following basis, name
ly,—the obtaining of 946 acres, more or 
less, in the Metchosen district; pay
ment of three-fifths of the value of the 
improvements on the reserve after val
uation and removal In cash, the bal
ance to be used for the purchase and 
delivery of lumber cm the new reserve; 
that the funds at that time at the 
credit of the band should be utilized 
for the purchase of live stock, imple
ments. the erection of a school, etc. ; 
that in the case of several Indians who 
had shown themselves to be thrifty by 
steady labor at a trade In the city a 
suitable lot or more should be ob
tained for each of them in the neigh
borhood of Rock Bay, the Dominion 
government to pay the taxes, and that 
provision should be made for the re
moval of the Indian dead from the

“The Dominion government did not 
see its way clear to accept the pro
vincial government’s proposition and 
the negotiations In connection there
with ceased.

tage Inlet, 
ed by the Indians. Mr. Pedley applied 
to Chief Commissioner Chlpman, of the 
Hudson Bay Company, in regard to the 
Cadboro Bay land and was Informed 

not for sale and if it was it

CO,
IE

“In February, 1901, the Hon. James 
Dunsmuir, then premier of British Co
lumbia, submitted a proposition for the 
removal of the Indians, namely, that 
the government of the Dominion would 
surrender absolutely to the province 
two portions of the reserve, one con
sisting of 17^4 acres, and the other con
sisting of 25 acres, the remainder of 
the reserve to be sold. The money In 
the hands of the department, amount
ing to $9,820.20, and a further amount 
of $2,409, which should be paid in a 
short time for leasing privileges, to
gether with , the proceeds of that por
tion of the reserve to be sold, estimated 
to be worth from $100,000 to $125,000, to 
be utilized in removing and rehabili
tating the Indians upon a new reserve, 
such reserve to be furnished free of 
cost in return for the land to be re
ceived by them.

"The Dominion government would, 
under this arrangement, absolutely own 
the reserve, but if there were any sur
plus moneys after rehabilitating the 
Indians as proceeds of the old reserve 
the province would retain its reversion
ary right to such surplus.

Receives Assent of Minister.
“This proposition received the assent 

of the minister on the 7th June, 1901, 
and Mr. Dunsmuir was informed that 
the Indian superintendent had been 
asked to take the necessary steps to 
have the arrangement carried out if

it was
would be at something like $1,000 an 

I wrote;IR OF DISTINCTION
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•istics of our display of

Lord Strathcona 
he replied that the property

acre.
terests. and

had been otherwise disposed of. I think 
the Hudson Bay Co. was not prepared 
to sell their land, even for an Indian 
reserve. Since then, I believe, a large 
portion has been sold to real estate 
speculators at a high figure.

“While desirable to get the Indians 
off It would not be desirous to put 
them at Cadboro Bay, which is a beau
tiful suburb of Victoria, therefore it 
was not possible to carry out the pro
posal at that time and this close ap
proach to a settlement failed. This is 
the conclusion of the efforts made by 
Mr. Pedley to settle the Songhees 
question.

Not a Political Issue.
“The text I have taken for my re- 

imark's to-night Is: ‘What I know of the 
I Songhees reserve,’ ” said Mr. Temple
man, in opening. "It is not an issue 
In this campaign. It is not a political 
question at all, and should not be, but 
within the last year an attempt has 
been made to make it an issue. I need 
not name the papers that have in
dulged in such questionable and petty 
attacks on me for my many alleged 
shortcomings and neglect of Victoria, 
and particularly—which interests this 
western portion of the city—because the 
Songhees have not yet been removed 
from the reserve.

"It is not a political question and I 
am not going to make it one (hear, 

| bear), but I refuse to permit any Con
servative journal or politician to place 
on my shoulders responsibility I have 
no right to bear, to blame me and con
demn me for taking no interest when 
I have taken a great and a continuous 
interest and used all my efforts to ef
fect a settlement of this long-pending 
question.

"I am here to give you some his
tory and perhaps some history you 
may not already possess. I know there 
is in the mind of the average Victorian 
a belief that by some means or other 
the Dominion or provincial govern
ments or the etty council can walk over 
to the reserve and put these Indians 
off it without as much as by-your- 
leave. There seems to be an impres
sion that the Indians have no rights 
the white men is bound to respect. Now 
T want to impress on the people of 
Victoria West and, through them, on 
the whole city the utter and absolute 
fallacy of that impression. I will give 
you a whole lot of hard facts, and 
every statement I give you and quota
tion from the large file of papers and 
correspondence I have with me will be 
absolutely accurate and true.

"I know this is a local question, af
fecting your civic interests. There Is

able Fall Suits 
Overcoats as“In 1859 efforts were made to remove 

these Indians from the reserve at Vic
toria, which by that time had grown 
into a town of considerable importance, 
the land included in the reserve having 
greatly increased in value, being much 
desired for building sites, and especially 
so on account of its frontage on the 
harbor.

“The legislative council of Vancouver 
Island presented an address to Sir 
James Douglas, then commissioned by 
the Imperial government as governor 
of the colony, Inquiring whether the 
government had power to remove the 
Indians from this reserve, and suggest
ed that if this could be done the land 
so heid under reservation should be 
sold and the proceeds devoted to the 
improvement of the town and harbor 
of Victoria.

“The reply of the governor w*as in 
the negative, and to the effect that, as 
a solemn engagement had been entered 
into by himself as the agent of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company on behalf of 
the crown, setting aside this reserve, 
especially for the use and benefit of the 
Indians, it would be unjust and im
politic to remove them summarily, but 
that he intended to lease portions of the 
reserve and apply the revenue obtain
able therefrom for the benefit of the 
trjbe.

“From 1859 down to the present time 
several attempts have been made to 
secure the removal of the Indians from 
the present reserve, with comparative
ly slight success.

IBole Agents for 
pe of Hobberlin Cloth 
proton & Douglas Cloth 
fs Royal Irish Poplin Tie* 
k Hats, Stetson Hats 
Jaeger’s Underwear 
[ht & Warner’s Under-

argetson's Flannel Shirt* 
Peabody Coat Shirts 

«faction is our guarantee

twenty-five others went

my character.

Made Earnest Effort. delay.
“As an earnest of the good faith of “There is one paragraph in a letter 

the government I may tell you that from Mr. Helmcken to me of April 6th 
Oct 17, 1906, an order-in-council was last which I think I may read with- 

passed authorizing the government to out any breech of confidence. He 
spend $100,000 to settle this question wrote : ‘No doubt, and I appreciate 
and that sum was at Mr. Pedley’s your position very much, you consid
ered it here while he was negotiating, er that already altogether too much 

“At this point I tried my hand, with time has been consumed in carrying 
about as much success as Mr. Pedley, these negotiations on, and that not 
and others who tried. I might here very much progress has been made in 
mention that at the time of his visit the matter, but I must again place be- 
and after many people criticized him fore you the position of the Indian and 
for not having enlisted the co-operation say, as I have said before, that great 
of local friends of the Indians, and It tact, good temper and patience must 
was particularly said he should have be exhibited to an unusual degree. On 

possible. obtained the influence of H. Dallas the one hand I feel quite confident
“It would appear that no sélection Helmcken. a Conservative and a friend that the Indians will not be averse to 

of a new reserve was ever made under of the Indians, through whom he would accepting your fresh terms; on the 
this arrangement, although the Indian have met with success. It was sug- other hand if you force them to assem-
superintendent and Mr. Dunsmuir made gested that I should enlist the good tie at a meeting called by the agent
several attempts in thiç connection. services of my friend, Mr. Helmcken, and present your ultimatum it will pro- 

“In addition to this the Indian sup- and after conferences and correspond- bably turn out that they will give you 
erintendent laid the matter before the ence, he promised me all the assist- no answer at all, and thus the benefi- 
Indians and in 1904 reported that there ; an ce he could in inducing the Song- cial results of your patience will be- 
was little hope of obtaining their con- » hees to accept any reasonable and fair come lost and fruitless.’ 
sent and nothing further appears to j terms. During my visit here a year , “I wired Mr. Helmcken May 18th
have been done with this proposition, ago, I had a conference with the band that I must have an immediate answer

in Mr. Helmcken’s office, and discussed and that Chief Cooper should call a 
the terms offered by Mr. Pedley. They meeting of the band and advise Mr. 
said they wanted better terms than Vowell of it.
Mr. Pedley’s. I promised to consult my “On my return to the city I saw 
colleagues and on my return^p Ottawa Chief Cooper myself. I did not make 
I wrote, on Nov. 26, 1907, to Mr. much of him. I told him I wanted my <

A Chronic Interrupter.
For the third time within a week J, 

Staples was prominent as a questioner. 
He was very angry last night because 
he had been criticised in the Times re
port of the Spring Ridge meeting, 
angry with that meeting for having 
cried and sung him down, and angry 
with Hon. Mr. Templeman for net re
plying to a long and Involved question 
about the fall of the Quebec bridge. The 
moment the minister was called on last 
evening Mr. Staples Jumped up with 
his three-fold complaint, and in spife ] 
of the chairman his question, which he 
b,gan to put again, degenerated into a 
stump speech. There was no closing 
him off. He went,,on, sliding from the 
Quebec bridge to China, and back to 
the marine department. The audience 
began to get ctécidedly impatient, and, 
when Mr. Staples would not take good 
advice and let Mr. Templeman have a 
chance to answer, to make suggestions 
of forcible removal. The chairman 
eventually got him quiet.

Addressing himself to his interrupter 
before proceeding with his speech, Mr. 
Templeman saiçl:

“If my elderly and venerable friend, 
who appeared at Spring Ridge on Mon*
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feCA LAND DISTRICT. 
Frict OF CASSIAR.
Ue that Duncan Rankin, of 
occupation. Salvation Army 
hds to apply for permission to 
Le following described lands: 
t at a post planted on the 
rof the Skeena River, about 
north of the village of Audi

ted "D. Rankin’s southeast 
Ence 20 chains west, tnence -V 
H. thence 20 chains east, ther.ee 
he meandering^ of the river 
nt of commencement, 40 acres

present reserve.
“The provincial government was to 

bear the whole cost attendant on the 
removal of the said Indians with the 
exception of the taxes and to provide 
a new reserve in consideration of the 
release of the present Songhees re
serve to the province. This arrange
ment was not accepted.

Commission Suggested.

..I
DUNCAN RANKIN.

:ust 19th, 1908.

“On the 31st January, 1896, the Lieu
tenant Governor of British Columbia 
forwarded an approved report of a 
committee of his executive council em
bodying a resolution of the legislature 
of British Columbia requesting that 
the question of the Removal of the

it Sixth and East Seventh 
isterday. 
itsen, was 

and head, pinioned by 
A dozen men spent the 
rylng to extricate him from 
s position, while he watched 
conscious,

vas dug out of his perilous 
ter many hours of toil by A

A third, victim, 
burled up to-

Negotiations Resumed.Question Revived.
“In 1873 Indian Commissioner Powell

revived the question of removal and Songhees Indians should be referred to 
was instructecTto take up this matter, a special commission of three com- 
and was informed that the superintend- missloners, one to be appointed by the | 
ent general would be prepared to con- Dominion government, one by the Lieu- ment. As a result the deputy superin- Hèlmcken. I have here a large file of offer answered, yes or no, accepted or

“During the summer of 1906 I first 
came into the negotiations officially, 
when it seemed to me that there should 
be a renewed attempt to effect a settle-

(Continued on Page 6.)
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