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—In addition to those called and ad-
mitted on Friday last and already pub-
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vecent British Columbia la
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<len and F. 8. Cunliffe.
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glven by the B, ¥, P. U. of Emmanuel
Baptist church on Monday evening, to
“celebrate the closing of the competition,
that has been in progress for some]
znonths past to secure -more members
for the soclety It took the form of an
imaginary race across the Atlantic by
the two large Iliners Lusitania an@
Mauretania; one-half the members re-
presenting each boat. Great success
attended each crew in its endeavors.
~The -sehoelroom, where the banquet
was held, was tastefully decorated in
red, white and blue; while a beautifully
desnzned grille effect in red and blue,
with clusters of flowers at intervals,
‘and with-two saii boats, graced the
banquet board. About a hundred guests
were pment
sister” Societies In the city. - The Can-
_navy .was represented by a few
friends from H. M. C. 8. Rainbow.
‘There was -a bounteous spread which
was mueh enjoyed.

~The toast list was opened by & toast
to the King, proposed by A. J. Johnson,
lesponded to by “God Save the King.”
The next toast-was “Our Country,” by
Mr. Smallwood of. the Rainbow All
responded by singing “The Maple
Leaf.”, Toast to the winning beat, the
Luslta.ma was. . proposed by A. C.
Blakemore,gcaptain of the Mauretania,
which was responded to by T. Knight,
first mate of the Lusitania. The next
toast was to Mauretania, by Miss An-

4 nie Stevenson, captain of Lusitania, re-

sponded .to by Miss Gladys Johnson,
Purser of: Mauretania.

The: first foast to, sister societies was
proposed by the president, Alfred John-
gon, and responded to by the delegates
ag follows: Centennial Methodist, Mr.
James Bay Methodist, Mr,
Sprinkling; st Paul's Presbyterian, Mr.
Scott; ‘First Presbyterian, Miss Gould;
First Baptist, Mr, Driver; Metropoli-
tan, Mr. Watson; Knox church, Mr.
MeCoy; Tabernacle Baptist, Mr. Turn-
Mr. Smith;
St Andtews Presbyterian, Mr. Maine.
A toast to the B. Y. P, U. of Em-
manuel church -was proposed- by Mr.
Smith and responded to by Roy 8.
Clements. The toast .of -Emmanuel
church was proposed by Wm. Marchant
and responded to by Rev. Wm. Steven-
son. The last toast was to  “‘Our
Mothers,” proposed by Robert Peters.
During the evening the time was
’pleasantly filled up by a.piano and cor-
net duet by Miss.Jean Howell and W.
Sheepwash _a.piano solo by . Miss
Scoweroft, a mandoMn solo by Mr. Ar-
row, a recitation by Mr. Jolliffé. and a
plano solo by Mr, Robefrts. A’ most en-
Joyable evening was closed by siaging
“Auld Lang Syne,”- all joining hands.

VICTORIAN NURSES.

{Prom Wednesday's Daily.) =
The regular monthly meeting of the
local branch of the Victorian Order of
Nurses was held in the city hall yester-
day afternoon, Mrs. Robertson, the
president, in’ the chair.

A letter was read from headquarters
in Ottawa regarding the . new charter
and also one from the Local Council of
Women, asking for delegates to the

to act on the council to be submitted.

Mrs. Graves moved, and Mrs. Jenkins
seconded, that the following resolution
be sent to the Liocal Council of Women:
“Whereas, the value of land is increas-
ing very rapidly and there will never be
a time when it can -be purchased
cheaper than at present, therefore, be it
resolved, that the Council of Women
use its influence to impress upon the
proper authority the necessity of se-

-|curing land for park and pleasure

ow at-

ices 9f the

‘—The ﬁr'jt of a series dramatic

Victoria Amateur Dramaiti

be held in| the dining room pf thd

noral hotiel\ on Friday eveping
The fo!lowlhg members of the ¢l
>ontribute:
Mrs. R: H. Pooley,
more, and | Mr.
Virs. Tennington Goddard,
tHallward, Rev. T. R.
Blakemore,

Miss Gladys

logues).

—Judge |Lampman
judgment, lin the Count
Wednesday in

T{ickes

No costs wi
e to_reco
in installin
house. Defendant claimed
negligence lon the part of
heater smgked and’ damaged
rishings and- walls of her|!
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Canton, | April 5.—In c|
afficial action of .the Chihe
ment in closing the gambpling
sions, in Canton, 25,000 Chinese
the streets yestgrday -{The
sambling flens_were the .larges
Orfent, |and  thousands| of
changed  hands da;lyh v83ve‘§a.x
concessions also were revoked. |-

b will
Bal-
4t 8.30.
b will

0. an attraetive programme:

1 consisted of two ladies,
r-4Stanley avénue,
{ Fort” street.

ground purposes at the earliest possible
time.”

Miss Kennedy submitted her month-
ly report as follows: -Number of new.
cases, 5; number of night cases, 2: |
number -of visits paid, 50; paying pa-
tients, 7; non-paying patiehts. ; cas-
ual visits, 25; medical cases, 1; surgi-
cal cases, 1/

The home committee tor the month
Mrs. Graves,
and Mrs. Whittier,

BRITISH VESSELS FOR COAL.™

Uncle Sam has chartered another fleet
for foreign tramps to bring coal for the
navy to the Pacific coast. The British
steamship Tamboton is now out thirty-
four days from Baltimore, and the oth-
ers, seven.of them, have all been char-
tered for early loading. They will all
arrive on the coast about the same
time.. Cf nine *big steamships charter-
ed by the government to bring coal
from the Atlantic side to this coast,
only one, the Massachusetts of the
American-Hawaiian line, flies the Am-
erican ‘flag. This engagement of for-
eign ships not only deprives domestic
ships of the protection of the coastwise
shipping law to this extent, but every
foreign tramp brought here by the gov-
ernment -becomes an active competitor
of American ships for off-shoré car-
goes. These tramps can afford to carry
freight at rates that would mean a
loss to an American ship. The ship-
pers can regard  the chartering of
s{tramps by the government with equa-
nimity, but the shipowners hope that
Unele Sam will soon see his way clear
to burn of!l on his warships instead of
eastern coal

One. year's sweepings ' of = the British
mint yields over $5,000 in gold and silver.:
Fourteen per cent. of tne area of Lon-
don is free. from.buildings, while Berlin

conces- | has 19 per cent. tree space and Paris 4
paraded | per cent.

Canton
L in the
dolh.rl dustry from its’ hitherto despigsed guano
foteign palm trees, which ylald a lumber that is

Hondum !s developing a vahzable in-

thter than’ cork. ,
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. ‘Theré was a most enjoyable banqueét

including delegates fromy.

annual meeting, and names for officers|:

| Forty-FJve Per Ceai for 'fhree*

Mon"ths of Year Gve’fﬂ—the
Same Peﬁod in I‘MO
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crease In the tramway traffic -for the first
three months of the year as-compared
with January, February -and March of
last year. The figures demonstrate an. in-
creased .population . i.n Victoria and the
growth of the residential’ districts. 7%he
comparative statement for . the: three
months of this year and the correspond-
ing months a year ago are axsm;ollows %

January
February

NUCH ACTIVITY AT
WEST COAST POINTS|

Tees Returns to Port Bnngmg
Word That Big Spring
Rush is Expected

After a fine trip from Clayoquot-and
other west coast points, the C..P. R.
steamer Tees, Capt.. Gillam, returned
to the inner harbor Wednesday, bring-
ing very little freight and about “sixty
passengers. .. The ..vessel experienced
nothing but summer weather through-
out the passage.and,mad€ fast nme as
a result.

The Tees:brought word. that the six
whalers which ‘are operating off . the
west coast of the island are meeting
with good success for this time of the
year, but that the catches are not extra
large.” At Sechart yesterday three
whales were towed in-by the whalers,
while at Kynquot the nymber of mam-
malg taken- ig° not in excess of this.
The stations &nd whalers are; however,
preparing for the big seasen which is
coming, and wil be ready to handle
any amount of the whales.

That the towns on the west coast wﬂl
experience one. of the .greatest sum-

island, is ' the confident  expression “of
the passengers who arrived..on__ the
Tees. On- every -hand -proof of this is
to'be found. The many farming centres
which -attracted so many people from
various .parts of .the -world .last year
promige to: draw:still larger numbers
this spring. Residents ate-Alberni-are
expecting a big rush ‘to that" eeritre]
shortly, and the other towns:are amici-
pating the same.

On Friday night the Tees will sail
agafn for the west coast, going as far
norih as- Holberg. -She. will take many
passengers and considerable freight.

SWEPT BY .FIRE.
Constantinople, April 5.—Kadioki, a
suburb of Constantinople, was swept
hy fire to-day. One hundred houses and

shops were destroyed. The loss is es-
timated at $500,000.

QUARTERLY SAILINGS
T0 ARGENTINE PORTS

Java Asiatic -Company An-
nounces-New Service From
'Frisco and Sotind

San  Francisco. April 5.-~The Ja.va
Asiatic Co.;, managed’ by Flood B‘ms
of this city, has announéed quarterly
steamlnga of large stemmers from. San.
Franecisco .and Puget Sound for Mon{e-

first of the new llne will be_the British
steamship Strathbeg, which will léave]
here. agout June 10. She will ‘be +fol-.
Iowed by other vessels in August and
November.

In merchandise the rate per- fort)’
cubic fcot will be $10 to Montevideo.
$12 to Buenos Ayres, and $17 to Ros-
arfo. . In lumber, the rate per thousand
pounds. will bhe $15 to Montevideo and
Buenos Ayres and $25 to Rosario. At
present all’ Pacifie. freight to - these
ports must go east by way of Panama,
and thence south by Atlanti:z steamers
entailing a commission of almest pro-
hibitive rates.

Consequently, the new line shounld be
of considerable benefit to Pacific Coast
shippers. Mr, Dowling, agent. of Dod-
well & Co., at this port, states that his
firm will act as San Franeisco agents
for the barge Carondale, which is ¢n
route here from Tacoma with 2,000 tons
of Carbon Hill coal. The barge will load
cement for Portland, and be towed
back by the tug Tatoosh.

M. Talbot, manager of the Alaska
Pacific Steaship Co., arﬂved here yes-
terday. He will leave soon for Coron-
ado. The company’s liner, M." A. Puant,
is expected to-day, having reported hy
wireless a stormy_passgge.

DOES NOT FAVOR RECIPROCITY.

Frederickton, N. B., April 5—By a
strict ‘party: vote endorsement of “the
proposed reciprocity .agreement’  be-

legiglature early.to-day.
The vote,
o’clock this morning, was made on

British preferential rate to 50

The Vote was 15 to 20,

/There has been a forty-five per cent. in- |-

16 horsema.nship.
:{ Pooley, Cox, °

“Ificers from the Rainbow and the mili-

| events the spectators will be entertain-
ed with miusic from the Fifth Reégiment i

mers_ever known in that section of the:

vides, Buenos- Ayreg .and :{osarto The’

' Ward * park.

tween Canada and the United States|of Victoria; J. I. Henderson, of Vie-
was refused - by the New. Bnmswlck toria;

which - was ‘taken- at. - 2| Beary,. H,~ Jones, v
resolution -offered .by. C.: W. ‘Robertson,| Seeking work-at. the C.-N: R. ‘camps;

the -“opposition - leader, --which -endorsed 011"
reciprocity and favored an increase M

The’ symkhana to be held-at the Bx-
hibition grounds on Samrda?mm
is not going to be, by any means,

absolutely local affair. Keén.interest is.
being takeén in it by equestrians in
Vancouver, Duncan and other parts of,
the province. This. being the . case
those who attend; and the Hunt club
wants everyone who can te’ do so; will
be: treated to.a display of ﬂrst class

The following are some of thoﬁe who'
have entered: . Mrs.. ngley, Mrs.
Thomas, Mrs: Buci;ram, ~the . Miszes
Davies -and . Bodwell;
Messts. _Martin. Thomas, Lueas, Pren-
tice ‘jr; Donncon, Major Bennett and
Mt. Sweeney, Vancouver; ‘the naval of-

tary.officers from the barracks. The
full ‘list will comprise, .- besides these,
mmzy “enthusiastic horsemen: trom the
uurroundfng Island afstricts.’ -

- The members of the Hunt club, vho
wm of coufse all enter, with‘any oth-
ers have been out at the grounds prac-

wéry attractive programme.
the ‘intervals between - the

_During
various

band, -which has been engaged. - Re-
freshments will be available and in fact
eyery‘thmg necessary - for thé spending
of'a most enjoyable attemocm

FB[HBALL SERIES.
MAY NEVER HNISH

Wards and Duncan~ May Put
-Off Coming Match-—Boys
Becoming Fired

From present mdicatlons it does
not .seem  as if the amateur | Island
League football. series. avould eyer.fin-
ish.: “The ° North > Wards: have .two
postponed. games to play, ‘che’ With
the Wests and another with the-‘Wan-.|
derers, and now . it is crumered “that |
thé ‘game scheduled: for’*the coming
Saturday between the ~‘Wards and
NDum:an will ‘not takes place.

" The reason of this is that the Diin-
can -manager, L. Finch, cannot per-
stiade -thé reguisite eleven' - men .- to)
come’ ‘down to V ictoria, which is very f
strange, indeed, dn vigw: Pt the. ql‘éa.t
lnterest the manager—sta.tad wae being
t&"ke Fh Tootbanl” By the DinZafhboys.
Mr.” FIAcH” commumczitelf *twith'*%he
Wards asking them how,,much they
‘would —take to come -~up—to Durncamn
and play and’ ‘when told R would ‘cost’
him $20 he said he would try and
get the team down.

It _is thought the amatcur léague
officials arg¢ beginning to -discover
that they have bitten off more than
they can chew. Summer football may-
be. all right in Ladysmith and Na-
naimo, but it certainly,does not make
a hit in ¥Victoria.and the:hoys are be-
ginning -to demur about turning . out
to "practice. The seasons are over-
lapping,too much, It is rather cur-
ious to .see football being played at
ane-end: of a field and bageball or la-
crosse at the other.

Another reason for ' the 'lack of in-
terest taken in the series {s that there
is not-enough competition. ‘It 'is ‘a
foregone, conclusion that “when the
Foresters or the Wards go up against
thgé"C‘drinthians or Duncan the form-:
er are going to win.
which -promise any . excitement are
the: Foresters, but these, the fans. say,
are too far between. - Howev er, when

be exc tement in plenty, as that ga.h\e
will, without -doubt, decide . which
team takes the championship.

““Three games . are on the list for
Saturday, but, as stated, it is likely
that “oYily “two Will-be played.. . The
fames arpe: WwWanderers.vs_ Wests and
Ceérinthians vs.- Foresterssrat ‘Beacon
Hil}; Wards. vs. Duncar at the North
§ The Treferees: @ke; - Te-
spectively, Mr. Wilson; W. Locke, and
A- Lockstey.

As “for the postponed games “one
will-probably be played on-Good Fri-
day and the others will have to stand
over until-the series has been finished
which will not be until some time in
May.

MORE NAMES LEARNED.
Three Laborers Known to Have Been
Aboard Sechelt ‘'When She

g Foundered.
With the elapsing of nearly. two
weeks since the disaster occurred,
the --names of .eighteen. passengers
who were aboard the steamer Se-
cheit when she met her" fate, haye
been - learned. ‘Tuesday the provin-
cial police was informed that F. Bow-
man, S. Petersen and Johm Neilson,
laborers, were on the:- vessel. They
were last seen at noon the day the
vessel safled and as they anaounced
that they would leave om the ship
and their luggage has been unclaimed
at -their room at_ the Stewart- hotel,
it is a certainty that they have .been
drowned.

Those who have been accaunted for
in the accident-aref J. W."Barns and
wife, of Sooke; George King Newton,

hur Morley, -
illiams, - T

; of; &mke-
Gestallo . Retc
Bowmau. =8
Petersen and John- ‘Nielson, taborere

4 James:

Hi V. James, ‘master; Hugh
p;fneer ‘Wm Devopbhlxe
gmm Barte‘tt, deekhands; Wm.

ticing every afternoon. The committee |
in ‘chdrge ‘of the affair have arranged a |

Thé only ‘games |-

‘those pIa) ed between the Wards andf:

1h.ey next meet on April 22, there wiil}:

3 Btm“ﬂrema_n, and & Chinese' cook.

Mohdasf afnd Rﬂ Detanrs
Afranged s

_h——

30 5t S 8 Fwa o

.

plan formed—some time ago of having
ladies -join’ “the ” Victoria 'Cricket: Club
wm be eerrled out. They will tiot, of
course;  play. cricket, -but-will, in- all
probability, have a pavilion~and teapis |
troquet lawn ‘constructed for them. =
i “A:_meoting of the three ladies . who.
originated the {dea, Mrs. Hepburn Gi1s
jespie; Miss Pooley and  Mrs, Beau-
chammp Tye, took place the other day,
and it was deeided.to send out post
cards to all who may be interested in
this Tindertaking asking them to at-
tend a meeting to be held: next Mon-
day, when all the-details of the scheme
wm be arranged.

LEAVES 0 SURVEY
- UNCHARTED- WATERS

Hydrographical. Stéamer Lil-|
looet Sails Tuesday for the
North ¢on Long Cruise

To eonfinue her weork 61’ surveying.

angd chartering northérn British Colum- ||

bia waters, the Domsnion-: hydrographi-
cal survey steamer Lillooet, Capt. Mus-
grave, will leave Esquimalt next Tues-
day,
gramme outline,: ene of the heaviest
season’s -work in - prospéet -that has
fallen upon her-since’ she entered the
serviee. -The~cruise will :occupy about
seven ‘months, #t being-anticipated that
ghe will Teturn 16 port tovsards _the |
middle of November.

"From Esquimalt she wm head ~for,
Grenvilte channel to complete the work
which was commenced there gome time
ago. When. she hag finished. this sec-
tion- of her assignmient she will pro-
ceed to’ Skidegate bar and Hecateé'
straits, where  the task of locating
dangerous reefs«will be taken -up.-After

that she will start surveying the haf- {

bors of the Queen’ Char!otte islands,
and iater take soundings at the west-
ern--entrance. to ‘Dixon. entrance.

This Torning the Lillooet ‘was floated
into.-the. dry dock to have her hal
Ecrapediangd painted priorito leaving en
her extemded. trip. During the winter
months _whieh “have been spent lying
atcanchor'at’ Esquimalt, - all-- outside
work abmre the ‘waterline has beén
painted and- her..interior ﬂttlngs reno-
vated and plated in sx'ﬂen}j Shiape
‘When floated- out she will' be in ﬁne
condition” for. her northern trip. ;

Owing to.the fact that H.M.S. Egeria
has beeniwithdraws: by 'the ‘Imperial
government Jfrom’ surveying the coast,
the Lillooet is now the only vessel em-
ployed. THhis is:the first season shé has
been - alone in the work. but as she is
one .of the best equipped steamers on
the ¢oast for the task. she will ur-
doubtedly aceemplish a great deal he-
fore returning.

e A G Bl it it

ANOTHER RATE WiR
ON-PAGIFIC -COAST

Alaska Pamfc Steamsmp An-
nounces. £t .From Seattle:
to San Francisco

Seattle; . Wash;: Apru 5,—Important
reductions i e’ Dagdengsr. ' fards’” on
the+ vesm “of  the  “Aldska Pacificy
Steamshlp Comp&n}. operatmg be--
tween i Seattle and Safi’ Fl‘&nclsco, will
becomg, effectlve . to-morrow, . An-

nouncemmt was' made yesterday that |’

with the ¥aking off ‘of the former sche-
dile therate from; Seattle to San Fran-
cisco on steamships Buckman Watson
and M. F: Plant would be-reduced from
$18 to:$15 first class. -

The regular steamer fare from Seat-
tle to San Francisco on the vessels of
the Alaska Pacific Co., is $20, and the
new fare s a reduction of $5. The sec-
ond class xwate. of $10 will remain un-
changed. . The cut in summer rates fol-
lows‘a reéduction announced a few days

-ago by the Pacific Coast Steamship Co.,

on the steamships Governor, President,
City of Puebla and Queen.

The steamships Beaver : and Bear,
running between San PFrancisco and
Portland, have been offering rates to
passengers to come north to Portland
by that route and take train from that
city to Seattle almost as cheaply as to
come all the way by water. . This com-
petition was also sald to have influ-
enced the officials in the action taken:

LUMBER - ADVANCES.

Immense Requirements in Lohdon This
Year Ralse Prices.

Each week as the coronation draws
nearer lumber rises In price In’ Lon-
don:-owing to-the.enermous quantity
which will berrequired in- the erection
of ‘stands, etc. A small fiéet of stéam-
ers -ig leaving Riga angd other- Baitic]
ports madedgé their utmost t{a.mclty
with _ lumberin Dbeams, - boards T and
planks desﬂned sor ‘usé “in Jade
breakel‘g ﬂy at WO
Keep.the por ¢q-,-'i'l'§0 and o,
passage: for the nmamcra.
lember merchants I¥ ‘there and

the equntry-are rubbing théir hands in

_hgméxE ation>of the'godd time soming. !

_It fa now practically decided that. the|

" SHe "has," according to the pro-i.

apied Yesterday on the
-.%‘Recreatlon Greund

{Fpm WednESday 'S Da.ny)

e _passing of the Songhees from
thel:uold‘}mme was enacted yesterday
mma. all ‘the solemnity and dignity
tHat Buch an occasion inevitably in-
Spires. From the final act in the trans-
actien which Jeaves the reserve in the
ppssesaion of -the. provincial govern—
ment -the romanti¢ scene represented
by the elevated platéeau and known as
the recreation ground among the tribes-
amen was chosen; and there yesterday
afternoon Hon. Richard McBride, pre-
mmier of British Columblia; and several
uthers who have taken a prominent part
m the negotiations” met with Chief
|'Coopér and his people.

Though 'the ‘meeting was an oﬂicxa]
one in the most officia] sense of the
word sipce it demanded that the pay-
ments of the moneys for the reserve be
made‘ to the vacating tribesmen by the
mvemment it bore all the evidences
of formality. Each family head on
nearing his' name called responded like
bcﬁoolboys “at-a gala day and received
whatever was coming to them—and, as
everyone knows, the sum paid them
ifor. .compensation and improvements
was, consxderable Speeches were then
oeuvered by the leaders on both sides
©of .the paet, and after the ubiquitous
photographer had Tflashed the simple,
aunpretentious ceremony into historic
significance 'the memorable meeting
‘dispersed. 3

The party which accompanied the
premier cconsisted of Hon. W. R. Ross,
the minister of lands; H. D. Helmcken,
KC J. 8. H. Matson, W, E. Ditch-
bum and W. H:. Langley.

After the bank books on the Can-
adian*Bank of Commerce,. representing
$10,000 bonus with the award for im-
Préovements, had been handed to each
¢f_the tribe family heads, the premier
dell,vered a.short address in which he
Rummed up the negotiations which had
culmlnated in the transference of the
xeserve from the Indians to the govern-
ment.. In doing so he touched sympa-
hetically upon the sentimental rela-
‘tions that must exist between the re-
serve and the Indians, and expressed
the ‘view that they would find in their
riew home even greater beauties round
fwhich to_entwine their associations.
He_also commented upon the indus-
triows way in which they had improved
their- homes in the reserve, and. said
that faking all the facts of the case In-
to: conskleration it was no_wonder that
the negotiations had been somewhat
,rotracted He thoroughly appreciated
the manter ‘in- which  the members of
the tribe = had. ¢onducted.” themselves
dwring the -negotiations, and ‘he hoped
that the pleasant relations which had
been brought about as a result_would
be_cemented In the future. -In eonclu~
sion thé' premier tendered them a word
of ‘advice in regard to how they spénd
iheir mhoney. He  warned them that
they would be invited to start upon
all sorts of businesses, but he advised
Lthem to seé to it that every time théy
spent. a dollar they got full value for
it, - otherwise  their present .wealthy
condition would not be very lasting,

Chief Cooper then addressed -his peo-
ple in their native tongue, after which
H. D. Hélmcken interpreted to the gov-
ernment -officials. The chief desired. to
state that ever since. the negotiations
hiad been:entered into he and his. peo-
ple had been treated with the straight-
forwardness of white men. There had
never been any suspicion of distrust
and now .the negotiations had reached
a: satisfactory conclusion for every-
body. "

Eacly: of the government party- then
addressed - the tribesmen - in turn -and
their remarks were listened to with
keen appreciation.

Premier McBride was made an honor-
dry “chief ‘of the- Songhees tribe.

YANCOUVER SHIPPING NEWS.

Vancouver; B C., April 5.—The - Am-

erican stéam schooner ‘Wasp arrived
this afternoon from - Eagle  Harbor
with a load of ties which will be taken
aboard the steamer Lonsdale for con-
veyance to Mexico.. The steamer  St.
Ronald, of the Canadian-Mexican line,
larrived: at Salina Cruz yesterday-after-
noonfrom Vancouver:
‘The Weir~ liner Mineric, ' Captain
Thompson, passed in at Cape Flattery
yesterday and to-day is at Comox tak-
ing on coal. She is looked for here to-
morrow to load a million feet of lum-
ber at Hastings Mill for ports in the
Antipodes-and she will also :take on
some geneéral cargo. She has been
loading at San Franeisco.

The British steamer Centurion, which
left Antwerp on April 3, 1s now at Glas-
gow taking on cargo for Vancouver and
other ports on the Pacific. The Cen-
turion is the first of the new line in-
augurated by the Harrison fleet, which
will give a direct monthly sailing be-
tween Europe and Vancouver. The
Centurion will pick-up cargo at Liver-
pool and Swansea before clearing and
she is expected to leave the Old Coun-
try about April 22.

The Harrison Iline has a fleet of
forty-five steamers and Prentice, Ser-
vice & Henderson, who are also inter-
ested in the line, have ten vessels.

TRIP UNCERTAIN,

New Westminster, B. C., April 5,—No
official intimation has been received
that the National lacrosse club cannot
secure dates from the N. L. U. for the
proposed visit of the Salmon Bellieés.
Manager Welch says that he still has
hopés-that the visit-can be arranged.
He basés his opinion on letters he has
received from prominent lacrosse men
fif the“east, who are all anxious that'
New. Westminster should take the trip.

Presf
fall§ through a-longer lacrosse schedule |
fo- the B. C.-L. A. will'now e in order,

4 while Secrétary Ryall is’ secretly glad

that the frip has come to nought, as-he
th ksi%lﬂnoﬁmeforthewxmﬁogo

ay just Prior to the opening: ot the
's;ren qus: season. - He would like to see
the. Salmon Bellies go jn the fall after
they have cinched the Minto cup.:

t Nelson thinks-if = the trip]|.

‘Many' ’Fags? and Freighters

Lay at Docks: Yesterday—
‘Lui_l- in .Season

G ow | —

ar From Wigdnesdays Daily.)

Vic;o:la‘s witerfront was yesterday
llned with a flotilla of small vessels
many ‘of whlch were - awaiting a Lal
and others vfmch has  just arrived
from Sound and Mainiend points with
cargoes.: At the present moment there
is"a sdgging fn the demand for small
freighters and tugs, and owners are
selzing this ‘opportunity of repairing,
cleaning and painting their vessels in
prep&mtion for the rush which is boun«
to follow within a very short space «
time,

Between the E. & N. bridge and ihe
G.. T. P. docks every foot of dovkage
space was taken up by small crafts.
Among the vessels which were lying at
the wharves were the tugs Petrel,
Owen, Dorothy, Nidge, Queen, Domin-
fon, Dailsy, Red Fur and Tussler; the
freighters, John L. Card, Belfast, Cas-
cade; Leebro.and Fidelgo, and the
steamers Newington and City of Nan-
aimo. The only vessels which arrived
yesterday afternoon were the Cascade
and Belfast, which brought cargoes of
asphalt, and the tug Red Fir, which
towed a boom ot logs to the upper har-
bor.

Shlpbuﬂders are now working as-
siduously on the tug Queen in strength-
ening her hull and making her bul-
warks higher. She has been laid up for
a short time.and when the work on |
is completed she will be one of t
smartest little vessels in the harbor.
The job.ef repairing the engines of the
tug Petrel, purchased by 'the Pacific
Northwest Fisheries Company, is pro-
gressing favorably but it will be some
time before she is ready for service.

The Petrel was constructed in 1899,
at New Whatcom, Wash. She is fifty-
three feet long, twelve feet in breadth,
six feet in depth and has a tonnage of
twenty-seven tomns. While not an ex-
tra large vessel, the Petrel is never-
theless very powerful and well adapted
for the work for which she was pur-
chased. -

MARINE NOTES

That activlty among seafaring men
is rapidly Increasing with the advance
of spring is evidenced by the report of
the United States shipping commission-
er for the district of Puget Sound for
the month of March. The report shows
a-substantial increase in the number
of men shipped, reshipped and dis-
charged -over the corresponding month
of last year as well as a large increase
over February,; 1911. - During March,
this year, 2,800 meu-shipped,.réshipped
or were discharged at Sound ports, an
increase of 118 compared with the pre-
ceding”‘March. During February, 1911,
2,045 men shipped, reshipped or were
discharged, giving March a favorable
balance of 764.

L] L ] -

Dredging on the north arm of -the
Fraser will be further delayed on ac-
count of the accident to the dredge
King Edward on Saturday which will
put -her out of. commission for six
weeks or more. The tug Firefly and the
King ‘Edward had both whistled for
the Lulu Island bridge, and through
some .. misunderstanding - both boats
started to go through the draw to-
gether. A collision resulted in which
both boats received considerable dam-
age. The suction pipe of the dredge
was - .broken,. her outrigger carried
away, :and other damage was done
THe boilers of the Firefly were shifted
and other inmjuries sustained.

- MAKE ANOTHER CUT.
Cancerng. 8¢ilk- Attempting to Drive In-
dependent Company From Seas

San :Francisco, April 5.—A sweeping
cut in sea freights from San Francisco
has been announced by the American-
‘Hawailan Steamship Company, which
aow offers to contract with local ship-
pers. at the rate of 30 cents per 100
pounds. This tariff, which means a re-
duction of 25 and 40 per cent. unde:
prevalling schedules, applies to cargoe:
from San Frarncisco to New York.

' In shioping circles it is declared that
this move represents a new line of at-
tack upén the-independent service in-
auc,urdted recently under the mar
mient of Bates & Chesebrough.

are many who hold that the big slasl
in rates is in the interests of the trans-
continental rallroads, which have deter
mined - to drive the independent

from the Sea.

The -30-cént charge is admittedly un-
remunerative. It is held that th ‘
tont is to seize the business now g0l
ta the independent boats, which hat
been salling from San Francisco W
full cargoes:.

Agents ~of the American-Hawai
company were busily engaged Satu
in.soliciting business from the shippeis
ef grain, dried fruits, canned fru 1
similap-articles. They not only ofl
‘the 30-cent rate, but expressed their
wilingness to enter into written con-
tracts to grant a continuance of the
rate over the summer.

Loeal merchants, who have come to
realize that an independent line means
a saving of approximately 35,000, 000 a
yearite San Francisco shippers, believe
no attack ‘will prove effective against
an ‘unfettered ocean service. Shippers
have expressed a de termination to \t Ay
vv!th the independent line with full ex-
pectationzthatthe situation now l“l at-
eming ‘cam be-successfully met

TR

oy
Dms AFTER LONG ILLNESS.
V&ncuuver = April 5.-~—On Monday
evening, at the residence of his son- in-
law,:J. HirMcGill; of 1492 Harwood St
E..Gregory, formerly a well known res-
jdent of Hamilton, Ontario, died aft;:
W
an iliness prolonged. Mr. Gregory
ptomingnt hx pohtlcs in Ontario years
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