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Lively Encounter at Last Even-
ing's Special Session -
. of Board

A statement by Mayor Morley that in

his ‘opinion the mayor of thecity is
vested with supreme powers and that
he purposes exercising those powers,
and the further declaration from -the
water commissioner, James L. Ray-
mur, that he  (Mr. Raymur) Z&knew ‘it
would be idle to appoint any’ person to
his department who would not meet
with the approbation of the mayor,
were develepments at last evening's
meeting of the city council, when the
aldermen, dissenting from the ruling of
the ‘mayor, passed over his head the
following resolution moved by Ald. H.
M. Fullerton:
“That the following resolution passed
at the meeting of the.city council held
on. the 9th of February, 1931, be recon-
sidered, viz.: ‘Moved by Alderman W.
F. Fullerton and seconded by Alder-
man Bishop, that this recommendation
{of the City Water Commissioner)  be
adopted and the matter left in the
hands of the Water Commissioner and
the City Engineer to send out such
party to take the necessary levels and
to report to the council as to the feasi-
bility of such a route for conveying
water from Sooke Lake by pipe line or
othérwise into the city’”

On the motion being presented the
mayor sald it was out of order for the
reason that by a former resolution the
water commissioner had been empow-
ered to appoint an official and had
done so. Dennis R. Harris, C. E,, hav-
ing accepted the position.

Ald. H. M. Fullerton—Did you let the
water commissioner exercise his own
unbiased judgment?

The mayor demurred at the gquestion.

Ald. H. M. Fullerton—I have asked
yvou a question and I insist upon your
answering it.

"The mayor—This is what oeccurred.
Mr, Raymur came to me and said that
C,; H. Topp had applied for the position,
{I said to.him: “Do you think it wise to
jappeint Topp?”  ~ and “Mr. " Ray
Hanswered “no” That was gll there wa
Habout it. I may-add, ;Ald. Fullerton,
itthat you ought to learn the unwisdom
llof giving false reports to the papers.
1¥ou have done so0 on mumerous occas-
ions lately. This only creates dissen-
ilsions.- I-can tell you that the mayer
never goes out of his way to dictate to
the heads of departments. Don’t forget
that the mayor under the act is given
full responsibility. I am seized of that
fact and I purpose exercising it.

Ald. Fullerton—We have something
to say as to final responsibility.

The mayor—You're new to the boa.rd
It was decided by resolution last year
that the departmental - heads were mnot
to be interfered with.

Several aldermen—You are constant-
ly doing it.

The mayor—And 1 have a. right to.

Ald. Langley asked the mayor to put
the motion.

The mayor refused on
that it was out of order.

Ald. Langley appealed from the rul-
ing of the chair. He did not propose
to be responsible to the people as their
representative if he was to have no
voice in the administration of the af-
fairs of the city. Particularly was it
important on the Sooke Lake scheme
that the aldermen should assume re-

the ground

work, in matters of policy at all evenis.
It would do no good, if blunders were
made, for the aldermen to go to the
people and say, “Oh, I had nothing to
do with it; we left it to the head of the
department.

Ald. Gleason contended that the mo-
tion was clearly out of order, as Mr.
Harris had entered upon his dutles
and the whole matter had been dis-
i posed of.

The motion, “Shall the chair be sus-
tained?” was then put and negatived
on the following division:

Ayes—Ald. Gleason—1.

Noes—Ald. H. M. Fullerton, Peden,
Ross, Bishop, Humber, Langley, Mores-
by and Okell—8.

Ald. Moresby then moved that ‘the
water commissioner and the engineer
be asked to get -applications from a
number of capable men to do the sur-
vey work and report back to the coun-
cil.

missioner what was the position in
connection with the matter of the ap-
pointment of Mr. Harris.

Mr. Raymur explained at some length
the circumstances leading up to his se-
lection, in doing so mentioning that he
had to!d Mr. Topp hé could not appoint
him, “as the mayor ‘would not sta.nd
for it.”

“Why?” asked several
once.

“Because he was connected with Gore
& McGregor's office, - and - the mayor
does not like that firm. Anyhow, there
is no use in appointing a ma.h whom
the mayor does not want.”

Ald. Moresby—Why, the mayor’s the
vhole thing!

The mayor—You don t realize the
mayor’'s responsibility.

Ald. Okell—Won't the people hold us

responsible ?

'he mayor—You read the a.ct.

Ald. Okell—Yes, I have read the act,
and section 11 méakes us responsible
squally with yvourseif.

aldernien - at

was then carried, and the

closed.
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sponsibility for the.carrying out of that

Ald. Gleason asked the ‘water com-|

COMMENTS OF THE
LONDON PRESS

Daily News Says Enemies of
Reciprocity Are Trying to
Scare Canada -

i o

(Special to-the Times)

London, Feb. 16.—President
fiat @isavowal of Champ Clark’sspeech
in - ‘congress predicting ‘the annexation

comes, 48 taken very differently by the
Liberal and Conservative ‘organs here
to-day. The Liberal spapers “support
Taft and deny that ‘Awmerica intends to

annex Canads. The Consgrvative pa-
pers declare that Taft's disavowaltdees
not refliect the true sentiment -of Amer-
ican “Statesmen.

The Globe says: “Naturally Taft re-
pudiated -Clark's statement referringto
reciprocity as the road ‘to annexation,
but this repudiation ecovers only the
president himself. The fact remains
“that the thought embodied in Tlavk's
annexation talk seems to be one prom-
inent ‘in the minds of other Americans.”

The Conservative papers ‘generally
warn Canada‘to beware of reciprocity
uniless she 'is -willing to be swallowed
by the Unjted ‘States.

The News says that enemies of reci-
procity in this country are trying to
scare Canadians into believing that an-
nexation is the inevitable correllary of
reciprocity “while it-really means that
the pretected iinterests.are hard up for
an argument. After President Taft's
repudiation in the matter they will per-
haps try to contro! their merves.

The Financial News says ‘that Can-
:ada -1s already congratulating herself
on  the-tremendous . free ~ advertising
which she has obtained as a result of
the reciprocity affair.

The Manchester Liberal Unionists
‘have passed a resolution deprecating
the  reciprocity agreement and declar-
ing it would inflict serious injury to
the trade of the mother country with
Canada, would upset the whole idea of
imperial trade partnership and  dis-
courage the hopes of a closer commer-
cial union and constitutes the deadli=
est’ blow yet directed at the integrity
of the British system.

Birmingham View. -

Birmingham, Feb. 16.—The Daily Post
thinks the Canadian = government is
anxious above all things not to arouse
suspicion of encouraging annexation
policy. Had the recipmcity agreement
fmplied ahnexation or even taken form
tof commercial treaty - it is extremely
‘doubtful if Cenadians could havebeen

Jevident ‘there is mervousness in .some
,~but ‘the imperial sentiment is|

The motion moved by Ald. Moresby -;ermu&edto assent, for it-izeyen now

Taft's

of Canada as a certainty if'reciprocity]

stronger in Qana.da gven than at the
heart of the Empire .and it will take

extremely Dpowerful coinmercia.l mter- 2

esty 'to del A
Secretag siﬁpeec'h at Chicago..

3 Chitags, Heb." 16—TIt was generaliy|
R | predicted by:politicians tesday that the

Fpro-reciprocity - and anti-anmexation
mpeeches of Secretary of State -Knox
mnd Jas. J. Hill, the raliread magnate;
delivered at a banquet givenr by the
Chicago Association of Commeree last
night, will do much toward quieting]
the fears of England that the sentimrent
of the American people favors' the-an-
nexation of Canada.

Knox’s address is looked upen:as «
direct reflection of the feelings: of
President Taft on the two subjects.
Knox strongly urged the passage of the
reciprocity agreement- with:- Canada.

Concerning talk of annexation, he
said that while “migrations are pro-
eeeding constantly and freelv between
the United States and Canada there is
not ‘the slightest probability that the
¢lose racial ‘and moral unien will in-
Tolye any political change of-annexa-
tion or dbsorntion.”

TAFT TAKES STEPS
TOSFACILITATE PASSAGE

Senators- Will Be Asked to Let
Agreement Have First
Place

Washington, D. C., Feb. 16.—Presi-
dént Taft to-day chese Senator Murray
Crane of Massachusetts as executive
‘whip for the senate and instructed him
to push the campaign for reciprocity
to the Hmit.

Crane; ‘it is_ said, has been told to
approach other senators who have bills
pending and-aslke them to step aside

{with their-measures in order to let the

B Ireciprocity ‘bill: pass:

BRITISH EXPERTS URBE
PRECAUTIONARY: ACTION.

Viadivostock Quarantimed: Qw-
ing to Reportof Case
of Plague

London, Feb. 16.—British experts
fear. that the Pneumonic’ plague-epi=

demic which is sweeping: Manchuriat

will spread to the ©Occident: and to-
day advised immediate- zction;. te
check the disease: Thay feaw thatf
with the coming of spring-it-wilk. be: o
miracle if the disease-d¢oes not spread
to Siberia. Omee it gains a- footheld
there, the experts-say, it will rapidly
spread to European.portions of. the
Czar’'s realm, on account of Russia’s
primitive methods of quarantine and
sanitation, and doubt if it then can be
prevented from reaching Western Eu-
rope.
Vliadivostock Quarantined.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 16.—Vladivos-
toek is quarantined to-day foHowing
the reported  discovery of a case of
pneiimonic plague .there. . City traffic
to a large extent is with Manehuria;
where hundreds of plague vietims are
dying daily, and it is believed that the
digease has been communic'lted as a
result.

All business: relations .with Man-
churia have ceased. * Railway -trans-
portation between - “Viadivostock and
the plague district is”under medical
mpervision :

Viadivostock authOrihes are taking.
every precaution to prevent a-spread:

. to assure  Canadians

The president to-day is endeavoring
that Champ
Clark’s: annexatian: speech was unim-
portant; but the reported excited re-
pudiation: of the sentiment in Canada
and - England, i is .béHeved here,
makes the success of the Taft plan for
freer trade at least less probable than
it was:
A - Fool Resolution.

Washington, D. C.; Feb. 16. — Con-
gressman-Bénnett of New York, intro-
duced.in the House to-day a resolution
providing: that: President Taft be re-
Guested- to. epen-negotiations with the
British- government to secure the an-
nexation of Canada to the United
States. Bennett declared that he in-
troduced the resolution purely on his
own initiative, adding: *“The annexa-
tion ‘of Canada. must come some time,
and:might as well be now.”

“Bennett deelared that his resolution
was the natural outgrowth eof the re-
cmtceit.y agreement. and attempted to
‘explain- why he- favered annexation
-while: being- oppesed -to the Taft plan
I"for:  reciproeity:; Congressmen in gen-
“eral- belleve: the Bennett resolution is
designed simply to. make more difficulty
the passage of the reciprocity measure.

’1;“'0 BOYS DROWNED.

Long Beach, €al., Feb. 14.-On the rock
at a point of the beach from which two
of their schoolmates were washed by a
huge wave, a- detall of boys from -the
Long BReach High school will keep watch
until-the body of Robt. Long, one of the
victims. is found. Permission to maintain
the watch was grantéd by tae faculty to-
day.. ‘The body of Herbert Craig, the other
victim, was recovered ‘soon after he was
drowned. i

KING NICHOLAS ILL.

Cettinje, Feb. -18.=King Nicholas ot
Montenegro is reported to be in a serious
conaition te-day as the result of a burst-
‘ing bleed: vessel. - He has been- bleeding
from the ears .and ngse constantly since
igst -Monday and «tesday- he collapsed.
“Vienna:spesi¥sis-have been summoned to

of the disease in: that city

treat him. .

- {CHINESE Tzammav £

MEY EE GCCUPIED

-

Chma is Aﬁeged to.-Have V;o—
lated Terms.of the
Traaty

Leased Wire.)
8t.  Petersburg,  Feb. 16-—Practical
certainty that Russia will ‘be involved

1in" wer with China within a few hours
is seen here to-da.y ln ‘& publication by

the newspaper Re‘tch that the Russna.n

fgovernment p!x.ns to occupy the T re-

'gion in Chinese Turkestan.
Conferences at the war ministry to-
day, it is believed, are -over the treaty
of 1881, whereby Russia evacuated Ili
provinee, after an occupation . of ten

jvears, mmaun for which China prom-

ised Russia ebfamercial concessions in
i, Mongolia and Manchuiia. - Russia
asserts that these rights have heen
gradually curtailed:

Russia’s intention is dcclared to be to
first seize the town of Kuldja. Its oc-
cupation will be_ cquiv valent fo a de-
elaration of war, hut actual hostilities
are comsidered ,,_as' wmilikely, for it is
considered certsin- that China will
yield. - If China-resists war is inevit-
able. 5
Russia. declares that China is hinder-
'ing Russian merchants in selling tea in
Chinese territory and that
fases to permit Russian
many of her cities. 2

Formal Notice From Russia.

London, ¥eb. 16.—Formal notice that
Russia intends to make a military
demonstration against China to force
compliance with the treaty of 1881 was

sent to the British foreign office by the
Russian government.

It is understood that gimilar notes
haye been: sent to other powors.

China
consuls- In

re~

o B A

- ATTAC’I{ oN R“’CIP'ROCITY
7§’tandpatters Accused of Attempting
to Defeat Taft's Programme.

Washington, D. U5~ Féb. 18.—The
White House interprets Representative
Bennett’s resolution submitted in the
house to-day as a deliberate attack by
the standpatters, under the leadership
of Speaker Cannon, upon  the Presi-
dent’s reciprocity programmnie. - Presi-
dent Taft personally is infuriated and
his friends declare the standpatters
have been double crossing the Presi-
dent, and, while fearing to come out in
the open, -have -been trying to defeat
reciprocity by causing an international
misunderstanding.

In presenting his resolution for aec-
tion looking to Canadian annexation,
Bennett says:

“The reciprocity puts wheat on the
free list, but leaves the duty on fiour.
I represent a cily district whers we do
not chew wheat, but we do consume
flour. When the people learn the real
terms of this agreement I predict that
they will be much dissatisfled.

“I am a member of the foreign affairs
committee to which my resolution will
be referred: It is intended to have the
committee consider it on Monday. I
assumed from Clark’s speech that his
followers will support the resolution.”

Bennett also Introduced an auxiliary
resolution asking the President for in-
formation regarding the present situa-
tton concerning annexaticn mnegotiatios
now progressing or contemplated tend-
ing to the union of the twc countries. °

Commenting or: Bennett’s resolution,
Champ Clark sald this afterncon: “If
Bennett introduced the resoiution it is
his kettle of fish, not mine.”

Clark refused to make any
comment.

Representative McCall, President
Taft’s right hand man in pushing the
reciprocity bill in the House, said: “If

further

to defeat the bill in the House.
T am not reflecting upon his motive in
introducing the resolution, it might
tend to produce the same results by af-
fecting - the Canadian parliament
against reciprocity. Personally, I ¢o
not take the resolution sericusiy.”

The exact text of Bennecit's resolu-
tion follows:

‘“Resolved, by the Houqe of Repre-
sentatives, the Senate concwrring, that
the president be requesied to enter
upon and prosecute from time to tlm
such negotiations with the British gov-
ernment as he deems expedient for the
annexation of the Dominion of Can-
ada to the United States.”

The resolution was referred  to ”‘P
foreign affairs committee.

ANXIETY ABOUT CANADA.

British Unionists . Harping < on
other Phase of Recipracity.

London, Feb.-16.=In the House of
Commons to-day H. Pike Pease,
Unionist, asked the foreign "secretary
whether his attention had been -called
to Premdent Taft's statement of the
conclusion of an arrangement where:
by ‘freight rates between Canada and
the United States would be consides-
ably modified. In reply Sir Ed\iard
Grey said: ‘‘The whole subject {8 un-
der careful consideration of the Eov-
erpment. I am net in a posmon te

make any statement o

e

Should Be ‘‘Practieal
Waterwprks ’}Mam”

#ween the members of
~and the private bills

day ‘on’ the Oak Bay water bill, when
the mayor speke of the city barrister
as a mau who “did not possess.a prac-
Ttical knowledge of waterworks ~mat-
ters,” the latter, W. J. Tayior, K. C,
has handed his resignation to the city
counicil, {he ~ following lettér having
beam read 4t Iast night’s mpecial mest-
that- body‘ ;

ear s_tr—It would be a good -idea
tov eta.tn another counsél to represent
the city in the ‘present difficulty with
Oa&» Bay, o6ne who has *a ‘practical

well 88 some knowledge of law. "It is
hard ‘enough to represent a divided
authority, but worse to have invidi-
ous observations made " publicy -as‘a
result of carrying out - instructions.
My dnstruction from the mayor-upon
the firgt hearing was to make  the
suggestion that I did’ make to the
private bills committee, mamely, that
Victoria ~ would undertake to supply
Oaks Bay with any guantity of water

piiired, even if the efty had to ob-
tain® the extra quantity from the IZs-
quimalt . Company. One of the cvom-
mittee misunderstocd the suggestion
to mean:-that the city would lay u
pipé independent of its present sys-
tem and supply Oak Bay with Esqui-
mait water through this pipe. There
was really nothing. said to ‘warrant
suchy a2 misunderstanding, and none of
the ‘other members of the committee
did. sp misunderstand it, but on the
contrary inferred that Victoria would
convey such water through {ts preseut
pipe system. A practical knowledge of
waterworks matters (a matter pertain-
ing to ‘engineering rather than law)
may ba necesary in order intelligently
tmmuf(e sueh a suggestion, but my in-
struetions were to. make <the offer:
F'rom the statement read by the chair-
man of the.committee on Tucsday it
way obviolis that the members-of tha
cominittee were conelrferably ifritated
by thé city’'s action in. relation to fits
threat ‘to shut off a supply of water
from Oak Bay: To allay friction I ex-
plained that there had evidently been
a misunderstandingand assumed re-
sponsibility for creatiug the misunder-
standing and endeavored to avold its
effect. The committee passed the in-
cident and proceeded to consider the
bill. To assume & responsibility which
did not attach to me for the purpose
of avoiding tHroukle for others, and

for the irouble ‘rub it in’ in tha pa:-
ticular public manner referred to, is not
fair play. I could not have replied. be-
fore the committee without creating
further trouble there, and as you ar=:
aware the clty’s position wag perilous
encugh as matters stood.
“W. J. TAYILOR.”

The mayor, on the leiter having been
read, said the whole thing grew out of
a misunderstanding. Mr. Taylor had
made a suggestion to the committes on
behaif of the city in reference to tie
pipe linc which he: knew would not be
in the interests of the city, end be (the
mayor) had, then sailg: “Excase me,
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Taylor Is making a
suggestion which only a practical
waterworks man should make.” The
whole thing wag perfectly plain. [t was
the result of a misunderstanding.

Ald. Moresby moved that Mr. Taylor
be asked to reconsider his decision to
resigh. He wegs amazed, however, tbat
the mayor, in the face of Mr, Tayio
statement that ithe city was in a perii-
ous position could have the hardihood
to say that the case could have heen

must be remembered that Bennett tried l headed statement.
While | wisting my remarks around.

Arn- £

fip ‘he> brain.

won for the city if the alder
not interlered
The Mayor--I made no suci

You are

raig-
A Iways

Ald. Moresby--I am prepared to an
swer to the citizens for my actlons.

The Mayor—You may have tc Go 3n
sooner than vou expeect. The people are
gotting tired of ihe balderdash.

Ald. Moresby’s motion that Mr. 'Tag-
lor he asked to reconsider his resigaa-
tlor carried “unanimousiy,

ACCIDENTAL DEATH.
(Special to the imes.)

Toronto, Feb. 18.-—Shortly aiter re-
turning from a theatre party last night
Miss Haze: Nicholls. secend  daulhter
of yredeérick Nicholls of 13 domewood
avenue, the well-knowr business man,
wazg accidentally shot acd k uls\d in her

Soedroom.

Miss Nicsholls, wlo wasg 25 years oid,
ad tetire@ to her rnom. Shortiv af-
fervards a pistol shot was heard by
hor brother. Ha rushed into tha ~oom
and found his sister dead with a bnlist
It appears in taking somse
anparst from a drawer 8 small revolver
ch she lkept there wés accldentally

digcharged:

SEMATVIR WOOR IMPROVIAS

Ottawa, Fecb. 16.--Thae
Senator Wood ig sald t= be somewhat
improved this moruing and ing phygi-
cian has hopes sf his rzcovery, It ia
not -cxpected that ha will hs oble to ba
moved for at least a fouitulight,

condition  of

§uggests That His Successor

: 'of ‘the _incident av

c ¥
commftfee of the legislature the other

knowledge of waterworks matters’ as -

then to have one of_ those resper.sible -
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