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I '•"Mi}Thursday’s special meeting qf 

y council was prolific of much 
.g debate and at least four imr 

. velopments of the most vital 1; iterest 
the city of Victoria, as f< Hows: 

i-’irst—A declaration by Mayor " if orleÿ
is tq

A statement by Mayor Morley that in 
his opinion the mayor of the 'city is 
vested with supreme powers and that 
he purposes exercising those powers, 
and the further declaration from the 
water commissioner, James L. Ray- 
mur, that he (Mr. Raymur) knew it 
would be Idle to appoint any person to 

es L-lhis department who would not meet 
with the approbation of the mayor, 
were developments at last evening’s 
meeting of the city council, when the 

the majority of the aldermei| it is aldermen, dissenting from the ruling of 
to attempt to have employed in the mayor, passed over his head the 

department any person who is not following resolution moved by Aid. H. 
-,ma grata to the mayor. ; M. Fullerton:

Jr i i i rd—The aldermen resorting to the “That the following resolution passed 
■lient of appealing from the ruling at the meeting of the city council held 

, ii-„- chair and succeeding in pissing on the 9 th of February, 1911, be recon- 
, ins head the motion which [led to sidered, viz.: ‘Moved by Alderman W.

F. Fullerton and seconded by Aider- 
man Bishop, that -this recommendation 
(of the City Water Commissioner) be 
adopted and the matter left In the 
hands of the Water Commissioner and 
the City Engineer to send out such 
party to take the necessary levels and 
to report to the council as to the feasi
bility of such à route for conveying 
water from Sooke Lake by pipe line or 
otherwise into the city.’ ”

On the motion being presented the 
mayor said it was out of order for the 
reason that by a former resolution the 
water commissioner had been empow
ered to appoint an official and had 
done so. Dennis R. Harris, C. E., hav
ing accepted the position.

Aid. H. M. Fullerton—Did you let the 
water commissioner exercise his own 
unbiased judgment?

The mayor demurred at the question. 
Aid. H. M. Fullerton—I have asked 

you a question and I insist upon your 
answering It.

The mayor—This is what occurred. 
Mr. Raymur came to me and said that

As- *8- aftermath of the Incident m 
the coa#at*nce between the members of 
the cfcy wfeiékeft and the private bills 
committee of the legislature the other 
day on the Oak Bay water hill, when 
the mayor spoke of the city barrister 
as a man who “did not possess a prac
tical knowledge of waterworks mat
ters,“ the latter, W. J. Taylor, K. C.. 
has handed his resignation to the city 
council, the following letter having

T6P read at last night's special meet-
g of that body:
^©ear Sir,—It would be a good idea 

tolretaln another counsel to represent 
the city in the present difficulty with 
Oak Bay, one who has à ‘practical 
knowledge of waterworks matters’ as 
well as some knowledge of law. it Is 
hard enough to represent a divided 
authority, but worse to have Invidi
ous observations made publicy as a 
result of carrying out instructions. 
My Instruction from the mayor upon 
the first hearing was to make the 
suggestion that I did make to the 
private bills committee, namely, that 
Victoria would undertake to supply 
Oak Bay with any quantity of water 
it required, even if the city had to ob
tain1 the extra quantity from the Es
quimau Company. One of tile com
mittee misunderstood the suggestion 
to mean that the city would lay a 
pipé Independent of its present sys
tem and supply Oak Bay with Esqui
mau water through this pipe, 
was really nothing v said to warrant 
such a misunderstanding, and none of 
the oilier members of the committee 
did so misunderstand it, but on the 
contrary inferred that Victoria would 
convey such water through its present 
pipe system. A practical knowledge of 
waterworks matters (a matter pertain
ing to engineering rather than law) 
may be necesary in order intelligently 
tos.mojce such a suggestion, but my in 
structions were to make tjie offer. 
From the statement read by the chair
man of the committee on Tuesday it 
vas obvious that the members of the 
committee were considerably Irritate:! 
by the city’s action in- relation to its 
threat to shut off a supply of water 
from Oak Bayr To- allay friction I ex
plained that there had evidently been 
a misunderstanding and assumed re
sponsibility for creating the misunder
standing and endeavored to avoid its 
effect. The committee passed the In
cident and proceeded to consider the 
bill. To assume a responsibility which 
did not attach to me for the purpose 
of avoiding V°uhle for others, and 
then to have one of those responsible 
for the trouble Tub it in’ in the par
ticular public manner referred to, is not 
fair play. I cpuld not have replied be
fore the committee without creating 
further trouble there, and as you are 
awarc^the city’s position was perilous 
enough as matters stood.

(Thws Leased Wire.)
St. Petersburg, Feb. 16.—Practical 

certainty that Russia will be involved 
in war with China within a few hours 
is seen here to-day in a publication by 
the newspaper Retch that the Russian 
government plans to occupy the Ill re
gion in Chinese Turkestan.

Conferences at the war ministry to
day, It Is believed, are over the treaty 
of-1881, whereby Russia evacuated Ili 
province, after an occupation of ten 
yearst. in .return for which China prom
ised Russlâ'Wtamercial concessions in 
HI; Mongolia and Manchuria.
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Russia
asserts that these rights have been3: •
gradually curtailed.

Russia’s intention is declared to be to 
first seize the tov/n of Kuldja. Its oc
cupation will be equivalent to a de
claration of war, but actual hostilities 
are considered as unlikely, for it is 
considered certain that China will 
yield. If China resists war is inevit
able.

Russia declares that China is hinder
ing Russian merchants in selling tea in 
Chinese territory and that China re
fuses to permit Russian consuls in 
many of her cities.

Formal Notice From Russia.
London, Feb. Ip.—Formal notice that 

Russia Intends to make a military 
demonstration against China to force 
compliance with the treaty of 1881 was 
sent to the British foreign office by the 
Russian government

It is understood that similar notes 
have been sent to other powers.
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TAFT S DISAVOWAL stronger In panada sven than at the 
heart of tW Empire, and it WiU take 
extremely, powerful coinmerctol inter
ests to destroy it.

Secreta5S'4e*peech at Chicago.
Chicago, Feb. 16.—It was generally 

predicted by. politicians, to-day that the 
Tr6-reciprocity and 
speeches of Secretary of State Knox 
land Jas. J. Hill, the railroad magnate, 
delivered at a banquet ghcem by the 
Chicago Association of Commerce last 
might, will do much toward quieting 
the fears of England that the sentiment 
of the American people favors the an
nexation of Canada.

Knox’s address Is looked upon as a 
direct reflection of the. feelings of 
President Taft on the two subjects. 
Knox strongly urged the passage of the 
reciprocity agreement with Canada.

Concerning talk of annexation, he 
said that while “migrations are pro
ceeding constantly and freely between 
the United States and Canada there is 
not the slightest probability that the 
close racial and moral union will in
volve any political change of-annexa
tion i* absorption.”

COn-
vited C. H- Topp had applied for the position, 

to I said to him : “Do you think it wise to

lere was

1<4 JPQIV.
- ATTACK ON RECIPROCITY, 9

appoint Topp ?” and x Mr.
answered “no.” That was all there 
about It. I may add, A1(L Fullerton, 
that you ought to learn the unwisdom 
of giving false reports to the papers. 
You have done so on numerous occas
ions lately. This only creates dissen
sions. I can tell you that the mayor 
never goes out of his way to dictate to 
the heads of departments. Don’t forget 
that the mayor under the act is given 
full responsibility. I am seized of that 
fact and I purpose exercising it.

Al<|. Fullerton—We have something 
to say as to final responsibility.

The mayor—-You're new to the board. 
It was decided by resolution last year 
that the departmental heads were not 
to be Interfered with.

Several aldermen—You are constant
ly doing It.

The mayor—^nd I have a right to.
Aid. Langley asked the mayor to put 

the motion.

I Standpatters Accused of' Attempting 
to Defeat Taft's Programme.OF UK'S TUXomyn, Macqall &■ 
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anti-annexation Washington, D. C, Feb. 16.—Tlie 
White House interprets Representative 
Bennett’s resolution submitted in the 
house to-day as a deliberate attack by 
the standpatters, under the leadership 
of Speaker Cannon, upon the Presi
dent’s reciprocity programme. Presi
dent Taft personally Is infuriated and 
his friends declare the standpatters 
have been double crossing the Presi
dent, and, while fearing to come out In 
the open, have been trying to defeat 
reciprocity by causing an international 
misunderstanding.

In presenting his resolution for ac
tion looking to Canadian annexation, 
Bennett says:

“The reciprocity puts wheat on the 
free list, but leaves the duty on flour. 
I represent a city district where we do 
not chew wheat, but we do consume 
flour. When the people learn the real 
terms of this agreement I predict that 
they will be much dissatisfied.

“I am a member of thé foreign affairs 
committee to which my resolution will 
be referred: It is Intended to have the 
committee consider it on Monday. I 
assumed from Clark’s speech that his 
followers will support the resolution."

Bennett also Introduced an auxiliary 
resolution asking the President for in
formation regarding the present situa
tion concerning annexation negotiatios 

progressing or contemplated tend
ing to the union of the two countries.

Commenting or; Bennett’s resolution. 
Champ Clark said this afternoon : “If 
Bennett introduced the resolution it Is 
his kettle of fish, not mine.”

Clark refused to make any further 
comment.

’uget

di■■nreciatioh. Thereafter
TAFT TAKES STEPS

TO FACILITATE PASSAGE
COMMENTS OF THE

LONDON PRESSlOUlll
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British Columbia.”
Mayor’s Statment.
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l!jThe
:

itX.issrs, Washington, D. C., Feb. 16.—Presi
dent Taft to-day chose Senator Murray 
Crane of Massachusetts as executive 
whip for the senate and instructed him 
to push the campaign for reciprocity 
to the limit.

Crane, it is said, has been told to 
approach other -senators who have- bills 
pending and ask them to step aside 
with their- measures in order to let the 
reciprocity bill pass.

The president to-day is endeavoring 
to assure Canadians that Champ 
Clark’s, annexation speech was unim- 
portant; but the reported excited re- 
pntiiatio» of the sentiment in Canada 
and England. K is believed here, 
makes the success of the Taft plan for 
freer trade at least less probable than 

1 it was.

(Special to-the Times.!
The mayor refused on the ground London, Feb. 16.—President Taft’s 

that it was out of order. fiat disavowal of Champ Clark’s speech
Aid. Lahgley appealed from the rul- . < ,, .. .,

ing of the chair. He did not propose h’ ******** predicting the annexation 
to be responsible to the people as their Canada as a certainty If reciprocity 
representative if he was to have no comes, is taken very differently by the 
voice in the administration of the af- Liberal and Conservative organs here 
fairs of the city. Particularly was it lo_day. The Liberal Tapers support 
important on the Sooke Lake scheme . . ,, , . . .„ . t ,
that the aldermen should assume re-’ T^t deny that Amertea intends to 
sponsibility for the carrying out of that aBnex Canada. "The Conservative pa- 
work, in matters of policy at ail events, pens declare that Taft's disavowal-dees 
It would do no good, if blunders were not reflect the true sentiment of Amer- 
made, for the aldermen to go to the han statesmen, 
people and say,_ “Oh, I had nothing to __ »
do with it: we left it to the head of the Tbe Globe says: "Naturally Taft re- 
department. pudiated Clark’s statement referring to

Aid. Gleason contended that the mo- reciprocity as the road to annexation,, 
tion was clearly out of order, as Mr. bnt 11,18 repudiation covers only the 
Harris had entered upon his duties President himself. Tire fact remains 
and the whole matter had been dis- "ibat the thought embodied in Chain’s 
posed of. annexation talk seems to be one prom-

The motion, “Shall the chair be sus- inent ln the minds of other Americans.” 
tained?" was then put and negatived Th« Conservative papers generally 
on the following division : warn Canada to beware of reciprocity

Ayes—Aid. Gleason—1. unless she is willing to be swallowed
Noes—Aid. H. M. Fullerton, Peden, by the United States.

Ross, Bishop, Humber, Langley, Mores- The News says that enemies of reci- 
by and Okell—8. procity In this country are trying to

Aid. Sloresby then moved that the scare Canadians into believing that an- 
water commissioner and the engineer nexation is the inevitable corrollary of 
be asked ta get -applications from a reciprocity while it really means that 
number of capable men to do the sur- the protected interests are hard up for 
vey work and report back to the coun- an argument. After President Taft’s

repudiation tn the matter they will per
haps try to control their nerves.

The Financial News says that Can
ada Is already congratulating herself 
on the - tremendous free advertising 
which she has obtained as a result of 
the reciprocity affair.

The Manchester Liberal Unionists 
have passed a resolution deprecating 
the reciprocity agreement and declar
ing it would Inflict serious injury to 
the trade of the mother country with 
Canada, would upset the whole Idea of 
imperial trade partnership and dis
courage the hopes of a closer commer
cial union and constitutes the deadli
est blow yet directed at the Integrity 
of the British system.

aterworks Co. from
1R ”W. J. TAYLOR.”

The mayor, on the letter having been 
read, said the whole thing grew out of 
a misunderstanding. Mr. Tay lor had 
made a suggestion to the committee or. 
behalf of the city in reference to the 
pipe line which ho knew would not be 
in the interests of the city, and he (the 
mayor) had, then said : “Excuse me, 
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Taylor Is making a 
suggestion which only a practical 
waterworks man should make.” The 
whole thing was perfectly plain. It was 
the result of a misunderstanding.

Aid. Moresby moved that Mr. Taylor 
be asked to reconsider his decision to
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resign. Ho was amazed, however, that 
the mayor, in the face of Mr. Taylor’s 
statement that the city was in a peril
ous position could have the hardihood 
to say that the case could have been 
won for the city if the aldermen had 
not interfered.

The Mayor—I made no such Its Id- 
headed statement. You are always

illis
A Fool Resolution. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 16. — Con- 
i/i j. j. i n ,r , _ gressman- Bennett of New York, intro-Vladl VO Stock (Juarantmed Ow- duced in the. Hou* to-day a resolution

ing to Report of Case 
of Plague

LI
re-

Dr. WH-lease,
the best rtjmedy McCall, President 

Taft’s right hand man In pushing the 
reciprocity bill in the House, said: 
must be remembered that Bennett tried 
to defeat the bill in the House. While j twisting my remarks around. 
I am not reflecting upon his motive in ’ 
introducing the resolution, It might 
tend to produce the same results by af
fecting the Canadian parliament 
against reciprocity. Personally. I do 
not take the resolution seriously."

The exact text of Bennett’s resolu-

Reprcsentative
ia. providing that. President Taft be re

quested to open negotiations with the 
British government to secure the an
nexation of Canada to the United 
States. Bennett declared that he In
troduced the resolution purely on his 
own initiative, adding: “The annexa
tion of Canada must come some time,

cure of an 
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Aid. Moresby—I am prepared to an 

swer to the citizens for my actions.
The Mayor—You may have to do so 

sooner than you expect. The people are 
getting tired of the balderdash.

AM. Moresby’s motion that Mr. Tay
lor be asked to reconsider his resigna
tion carried unanimously.

line, 
ex-

ofj $100,000 to lay down 
line of | no value, whate ver?

■btain back the right to sell 
■ a territory which was air aid y 

by solémn legislation.
ink any government would be Aid. Gleason asked the water com 
lo placel the city in such losi- imissioner what was the position In 
V. Bodwell, K.C., who was connection with the matter of the ap- 
Oak Fiay, made it clear that pointment of Mr. Harris.
•ring municipality would Mr. Raymur explained at some length 

[ hole expense of laying c own the circumstances leading up to his se- 
!il10- I lection, in doing so mentioning that he

had told Mr. Topp he could not appoint 
him, “as the mayor would not stand 
for It.”

London, Feb. 16.—British experts 
fear that the pneumonie plague- epi
demic which is sweeping 
will spread to the Occidents and. to
day advised immediate action, to

'ven a
and. might a» well be now."
"Bennett declared that his resolution 

was the natural outgrowth of the re-
. .__ ciprocity agreement and attempted to

check the disease. THay fear- that explain why he favored 
with the coming of spring-it win be, a

If4He cil. tion follows : -
“Resolved, by the House oi Repre

sentatives, the Senate concurring, that 
the president be requested to enter 
upon and prosecute from time to time 
such negotiations with the British gov"- 
emment as he deems expedient for the 
annexation of the Dominion of Can
ada to the United States.”

The resolution was referred to the 
foreign affairs committee.

annexation
-whUe being, opposed to the Taft plan 

miracie if the disease does m* misai fop reciprocity. Congressmen h» gen- 
Once it gains a foothold cral befiteve the Bennett resolution is

ACCIDENTAL DEATH.it first, but 
petite and it was 

my day’s work- 
he doctor on the 
t help me, and
told the for ihian

He told «4$ not 
some

to Siberia, 
there, the experts -say, It will rapidly 
spread to European portions of tho 
Czar's realm, on account of Russia’s 
primitive methods of quarantine and 
sanitation, and doubt if it then can be 
prevented from reaching Western Eu-

(Special to the .’lines.)designed simply to make more difficulty 
the passage of the reciprocity measure. Toronto, Feb. 16.—Shortly after re

turning'from a theatre party last night 
Miss Hazel Nicholls, second . daughter 
of Frederick Nicholls of 13 Homewood 
avenue, the well-known business man, 
Was accidentally shot and killed in he: 
bedroom.

.
I ■ 1clause passed as it was di 
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Long Beach, Cal., Feb. 24.—On the rock 

at a point of -the beach from which two 
of their schoolmates were washed by a 
huge wave, a detail of boys from the 
Long Beach High school will keep watch 
until the body of Robt. Long, one of the 
victims, is found. Permission to maintain 
the watch Was granted by tne faculty to
day. The body of Herbert Craig, the other 
victim, was recovered soon after he was

would get 
soon make 
he went to

“Why?" asked several aldermen at 
pnee.

“Because he was connected with Gore 
& McGregor’s office, and the mayor 
does not like that firm. Anyhow, there 
is no use in appointing a roah whom 
the mayor does not want.”

Aid. Moresby—Why, the mayor’s thé 
[whole thing!

The mayor—You don’t realize the 
mayor’s responsibility.

Aid. Okell—Won’t the people hold us 
responsible?

The mayor—You read the act
Aid. Okell—Yes, I have read the act 

and section 11 makes us responsible, 
quail y with yourself.
The motion moved by Aid. Moresby
as then carried, and the Incident 

losed.

tne rope.
Vtadivostock Quarantined.town 

o' Dr-
ANXIETY ABOUT CANADA. Miss Nicsholls. who was 25 years old,

British Unionists Harping on Ac- *? *?r fT"
terwards a pistol shot was heard by
her brother He rushed into the room x 
and found his sister dead with a bullet * 
in her brain. It appears in taking some 
épparoi from a drawer a small revolver 
which she kept there whs accidentally 
discharged

mnt would never pass such 
-usure. The proposed Jom- 

■ based on a binding agree- 
g a set term of years 
both Oak Bay and| the 

ue restrained from see ting 
illation. But—for. Boo well 

pointed out that Oak Bay 
ligreement. He (the ma for) 

ighly satisfied that Oak Bay 
■ •'!• sign such an agreemer t as 

tiisfaetjory to the city. Dak 
to being bound'd iwn 

- further legislation, 
plainly the whole intentio r. of 

'• "mrnt to get the Esq aimait 
vine liijies Into the territory 

(Conclude

■St. Petersburg, Feb. 16.—Vladivos- 
toek is quarantined to-day following 
the reported discovery of a case of 
pneumonic plague there. City traffic 
to a large extent is with Manehuria. 
where hundreds of plague victims are

Birmingham, Feb. 16,-The Daily Post W™ da^’ *-nd 11 ls believed that the downed, 
thinks the Canadian government is di8ease has been communicated as a 
anxious above aU things not to arouse result.
suspicion of encouraging annexation ^^“/have^ceas^d Railway trans- Cettinje. Feb. 16,-Klng Nicholas ot 
poUcy. Had the reciprocity agreement churia daV^ ^ ^ viidivr^oek and Montenegro is reported to be in a serious 
implied annexation or even taken form portat on between Vladitostock and conûlt!on to_day as tj£ re3ult ot a burst- 
of commercial treaty it is extremely the plague district is under medical ,nfç Meed veasel He bas be6n bieedlng 
doubtful if Cdnadians could havebeen supervision. w . from the ears and nqse constantly since
persuaded to assent, for it ia even now Vladivestock authorities are taking |a8t Monday and to-day he collapsed, 
evident there is nervousness in some every precaution to prevent a. spread Vienna epew%»sta have been summoned to

ôf the disease in that city

se boxes 
I had not aken 

when I began to 
I had useq flva 

id strong as 
i work with 
ay just add that 
the pill* I was so 
ghed 122 poifl»4»’ 
em I gaine 1 »
iy too much m 
i’ pink Filh an“ 
them to all run

s-
other Phase of Reciprocity.

Iever. London, Feb. 16.—In the ■ House of 
Commons to-day H. Pike Pease, 
Unionist, asked the foreign secretary 
whether his attention had been called 
to President Taft's statement of the 
conclusion of an arrangement where
by "freight rates between Canada and 
the United States would be consider
ably modified. In reply Sir Edward 
Grey said: “The whole subject Is un
der careful consideration qf the gov
ernment. I am not in a position to 
make any statement.”

arty/ !Birmingham View.

KING NICHOLAS ILL.

SENATOR WOOD IMPROVING. Ii
:Ottawa, Fob, 16.—The condition 

Senator Wood is said tc be somewhat 
improved this morning and his physi
cian has hopes of his recovery. It in 
not expected that he wii! be chin ;o be 
moved for at icaai a foi tnlgiit.

oiposed

lia througl 
mall at >0c a J: |

F treat him.• quarters, but the imperial sentiment ison page 4,1Co
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