
Was Critical For Allies on The Aisne Commissioners
Last Week; Joffre Hurried To Scene CutThem Down

i Whittle Climates In hours-long 
Private Session

nimin nr nminnii No Men to be Added to Police force ButRUINS Ol uHURuil Signal System to be Installed—Still in
i, - - - - - - - - - - - Session at 3 p. m. But Believed fig-

Buiiding. shaken By Earth- ures Would be Down to Last Year
quake, Collapses on 300 

or 400 People

ONLY fill TAKEN CUT ALIVE

German Assaults Made Things 
Serious But Danger 

Period Passed

In Spirited fighting, Allies Lose Ground 
But Regain it — Germans Blow up 
Trench But Soldiers Jump Into Excava­
tion and Hold it — Russian Reports 
favorable

AND PRIEST DIE IN

The dty commbetototo went without their luncheon today in a lait des­
perate effort to reduce the eby assessment to the level of 1914 and remained in 
private session from 11 o'clock up to the time of going to press. It is under­
stood they were signally successful in making a reduction to practically what 
it was last year and as a result, it is said, there will be absolutely no addi­
tion to the police force, no increase in the fire department, no repairs or im- 
provenants to the fetry and there wilt be a very marked curtailment In the 

Fewer Than 400 Saved Among public works department, The water surplus will he called upon to meet $5,-
000 of the water sewerage maintenance and other adjustments were made In 
smaller Items. ,

Commissioner McLcttsn, It is believed, will depend upon the appointment 
Wrecked and Priest and People of the new chjcf and the Introduction of the patrol system to effect some im­

provement fat police protection but will place the responsibility for any material 
weakness in the force on the citizens who demanded the reduction. The fire 
department estimates were allowed to remain the same as last year.

Commissioner Wigmore, it is understood, demurred at any cut In his sy­
ndics from GiojarDe-Marsi, fewer than propriation but finally yÙMed to the pressure exerted by Commissioner Mc- 
400 people were saved, out of 2,500 when J LelUn who, It was Mid, pointed out that the public could not complain of 
the earthquake came. In the church, weak pressure at hydrant, or delay in sewerage extension if the water re- 
there w€re between 800 and 400 people.
The priest and the entire congregation 
were Imprisoned under the ruins as the 
whole building collapsed. Only four wo­
men have since been taken out alive.

Collarmele, 8,000 feet up In the moun­
tains, is one of the towns from which 
many persona had emigrated to America.
Here 1,000 persons out of a population j would wipe out the increase of $77,000 decided upon at Friday's meeting. It 
of 1,500 were killed. The priest perished j appeared certain at three o'clock that there would be no increase outside the 
while conducting services at the altar; interest increase of $44,000 and every effort, It was said, was being made to 
and the worshippers, Chiefly women whittle this away. Legislation will be secured to make the amended assess- 
and children, died with Mm. The church mmt after January legal. ’
is in ruins, but two statues of saints are 
still standing uninjured.

London, Jan. 20—A despatch from 
Lausanne, Switzerland, to the Central 

' News states a slight earthquake occur­
red at Berne and Zurich last (light. The 
damage was trifling.

Paris, Jan. 20—Athens reports violent 
earthquakes on Monday in Zante and.
Cephalonla Islands In the Ionian group 
in the Mediterranean.

Belfort, France, Jan. 20 — A severe 
earthquake shook the houses In Belfort 
on Monday night.

Paris, Jan. 20—It became known today for the first time that 
the situation upon the Aisne was regarded as so critical as a result 
of the German assaults last week, that General Joffre, commander- 
in-chief of the allied armies, hastened there in person to direct op­
erations of the French troops.

Now, however, despite the massing of ^German reinforcements 
south and southwest of Laon, the French military authorities are 
confident that the inavders have shot their bolt north of Soissons, 
and that the next operations there will see the allies upon the offen­
sive in an effort to retake the ground they have lost.

Great importance is attached here to the French gains in the 
forest of la Pretre, north of Pont a Mousson. The French forces, 
lying southwest of Metz, have strongly entrenched their positions, 
and report the repulse of all German counter attacks. Artillery 
engagements are in progress in Upper Alsace, where hard snow 
storms and cold weather have interfered with infantry operations. 
FRENCH SUMMARY

* Paris, Jan. 20—(2.45 p. m.)—The French War Office this afternoon report­
ed as follows i—

"From the sea to the Somme, in the region of Nieuport, there was yester­
day à fairly spirited artillery engagement In the course of which the enemy 
endeavored in vain to destroy our bridge at the mouth of the Yier.

"In die meantime we were successful In demolishing a portion of Ms de­
fences at this point; also we were successful at the Union Farm near St 
Georges* where the enemy had strongly organized his positions.

“In the sector of Yptes and near Lens, there were, yesterday, artillery ex­
changes of varying intensity. There Was also a very violent bombardment of 
Slangy, near Anas, but It was not followed by an infantry attack.

“From the Somme to the Argonne, there has been nothing to rfcport, not 
has there been any activity in the sector of Soissons or in the ^cfatity of Gra­
mme or near Rhelma.

“In the region of Camp De Chalons, as well as to the north of Perthes and 
of Masslges, our artillery directed a veryeffective fire on the field works of the

Oituchio’s 2,500 Inhabitants— 
Another Church, in Collarmele,

Killed

Rome, Jan. 20—In Ortuchio, a few

serve as demanded was eaten up to keep down the taxes.
Com. Russell, ft was said, consented willingly to a reduction of $5,000 in 

the ferry estimates with the understanding there would be no repairs or Im­
provements on the floats this year.

Much of the time was spent on the board of works estimates, the items 
being taken up in detail and reductions made wherever possible.

The chamberlain was closeted with the commissioners and aa each cut was 
made the amount was jotted doiin with the object of reaching a total which

About three o’clock the commissioners adjourned for half an hour. It was 
said then that there were only about $11,000 still remaining on the increased es­
timates to be accounted for. Further consideration of the public works esti­
mate» will be taken up at the meeting this afternoon, and the hope was express­
ed that the whole Increases might he wiped off then. It was the intention of 
the commissioners to Bitot in council to sanction the reduction in the estimates 
this afternoon. ■ ^

If the commiariMM. allow any increase it will be in addition to the increase 
of $9,500 in the. county assessment.

The commissioners today decided to ask the school board to re-eonstder 
their estimate, and make a redaction in the total, which is practically the safe 
as last year.

, «

enemy.
“In the Argonne, In the forest of Legeuris, the enemy delivered a violent 

attack upon one of our trenches. Our troops, who for a moment gave way un­
der the shock, later recaptured In two counter attacks all their positions and 
maintained themselves therin. The first of these attacks gave us a greater part 
of these positions and the second completed the work.

“At St. Hubert the Germans blew up, by means of a mine, the north-eastern 
projection of our trenches. Our troops threw themselves into the excavations 
caused by these explosions and prevented the enemy from taking possession of 
them.” .

AUSTRALIA WILL 
DO HER PART WELL

More Apply For Places 
In The Mounted Rifles

Major Colin Mackintosh to be Paymaster 
—The Matter of Equipment—More 
Presentations to Soldiers

"To the northwest of Pont-A-Mousson, in the forest of Le Pretre we estab­
lished ourselves at a distance of 100 yards in front of the German trenches, 
captured by us the day before yesterday. At the end of the day (Tuesday) the 
enemy here delivered a counter attack but without success.

“In the vicinity of Thann there have been artillery engagements in which 
the advantage rested with us.”

No Limit to Number of Troops 
Commonwealth Will Send To 
Front V ,

The recruiting for the 6th Mounted 
Rifles, “B” Squadron, Major C. H. Mc­
Lean, O.C, was continued today, and 
several additional applications were re­
ceived. As it is believed that there will 
be little difficulty In securing men for 
this branch of the militia, more than 
100 having offered since yesterday. Al­
though not quite 150 are required for 
the squadron here, a careful selection is 
being made, and only the most desirable 
are being taken, consideration being 
given efficiency in mounted detail, physi­
cal condition, and moral and other es­
sentials. An instance of this is shown 
in the fact that out of ten men who ap­
plied this morning to Major McLlean, 
only three were accepted. There is no 
dearth of volunteers either from the city 
or the country.
Another Appointment

Friends of Major Colin Mackintosh 
well known In St. John where he was in 
business for a time, will be interested to 
know that he has been appointed pay­
master in the mounted unit. He has 
been a member of the 28th Dragoons 
since its organization. His appointment 
will be popularly received.
New Equipment

The matter of equipment is proving of 
Interest to the member* of the militia 
going on foreign service, in that recent 
intimations in despatches have been that 
the Oliver, which is in general use in 
Canada, was giving way to the Webb 
which has been the equipment in the 
English service. There has always been 
an open controversy among soldiers as 
to the superiority of the equipments. 
No matter what decision is arrived at it 
is the belief of competent military au­
thorities that no change will be made in 
what has been issued to the second con­
tingent mobilized here, the 26th having

been equipped with the Oliver but that 
if a change is made it will take place 
uppn their going to the other side.
Routine Drill

So far as the Army Service Corps are 
concerned, being a mounted unit, they 
are not concerned in this question of 
equipment. Regarding their other equip­
ment as to horses, lorries, etc., no fur­
ther word has been received, and they 
have been occupying their time with 
routine drill In the absence of the es­
sentials for carrying out |their complete 
curriculum, physical training has form­
ed a large share of their programme thus 
far apd the men are showing the results 
in a hardening of form and an Improve­
ment in physical condition. Sports of 
various kinds are being encouraged.
Friendly Rival*

The same is tree with regard to the 
26th Battalion between whom and the 
No. 5 Co. C. A. S. C, a friendly rivalry 
has sprung,up as to supremacy with the 
puck and stick, and this may possibly 
be developed still further in tug-o’-war 
matches.
Presentations

Friends of Charles Richardson gave 
him a pleasant surprise last night at his 
home in Union street when they assem­
bled in his honor and during the even­
ing presented to him a valuable wrist 
watch. Included in those present were 
fellow members of the 26th. All present 
enjoyed themselves in games and music.

At the home of Mrs. M. J. Flewelling, 
Belleview avenue, last night friends of 
Private E. M- Morrell, of the 26th pre­
sented to him a wrist watch. Best 
wishes were bestowed upon him in 
behalf of those present by Chas. Gallop, 
who made the presentation, following 
which a jolly time was had.

Melbourne, Australia, Jan. 20 (via 
London, 12.84 p. m.)—The seat of the 
commonwealth government has been 
transferred from Melbourne to Sydney.

Minister of Defense Pierce has de­
clared that there is no limit to the num­
ber. of troops the Australian common­
wealth will send to the front.

A German lieutenant has been arrest­
ed at Cloncurry on a charge of espion­
age. Plans of wireless plants and maps 
of various parts of Australia were found 
in his possession.

London, Jan. 20—The high commis­
sioner of Australia in London, Sir 
George H. Reid, says he is unable to 
throw any light on the moving of the 
capital, unless it be connected with the 
question of defense. Sydney is the main 
centre of the naval and military forces 
of the commonwealth.

RUSSIAN REPORT FAVORABLE
Petrogead, Jan. 20—An official communication by the general staff of the 

Ruslan army says:—
“During January 17 and 18, on the right bank of the lower Vistula, upon 

the front running from the river to the railroad from Warsaw to Mlawa, a 
portion of our troops, having come in. close contact with the enemy, had a 
series of collisions of secondary importance.

“Fighting of a more grave character, though having the nature of separate 
actions, took place In the village of Konopti, where the heavy artillery with 
which tiie enemy bombarded us was silenced by the fire of our batteries and 
near Bodsanow and Bonjonia, opposite which the enemy occupied well organ­
ized defensive positions. Heavy fighting also occurred near Dobrezyn, where an 
offensive attempt of the Germans was blocked and the enemy was driven back, 
sustaining grave losses, •

“During the day of January 17, the enemy bombarded, from his positions 
on the west hank of the Vistula, our lines near Wytzogrod, but our tire, direct- 
td upon his front and flank, silenced the German artillery.

“On January 18, the Germans violently cannonaded the village of Vitko- 
vitze, and the entrenchments occupied by us on the left bank of the Bzura, 

“There Is no material change on the other fronts.”
AUSTRIA CALLS OUT ALL LANSTURM -

Geneva, via Paris, Jan. 20—Despatches from Budapest state that the gov­
ernor of Cracow has ordered women, children and men unfit for military set- 
rice to leave the city and suburbs within forty-eight hours. The men over mil­
itary age, but who are still active, have been formed into a civic guard. The 
banks have been transferred to Vienna, Provisions of all kinds, it is said, are 
icarce in Cracow.

The Austrian War Office has issued an order, calling up all of the landsturm 
n«n, up to and including those aged sixty. The order applies throughout the 
Austrian empire.
ADVANCE BY RUSSIANS SOON?

London, Jan. 20—The Times correspondent with the Russian armiei writes 
rom Warsaw that there is very little change in the position of the opposing 
irmies west of the Vistula and that he is disinclined to believe reports of an 
m pending German retirement. 1

It is certain, however, that the German fire has slackened on their front 
luring the last ten days, and the same is true of the impetuosity of their st­
acks. There is always a possibility, too, that pressure on the German flanks 
m the Vistula may cause withdrawal from this front. Rumors are again cur­
ent here regarding a pending Russian advance.

COURT MARTIAL FOR 
FOUR IN FREDERICTON

Fredericton, N. B, Jan. 20—Four 
members of the field batteries, under ar­
rest fer disorderly conduct, are being 
held for district court martial.

About twenty horses have been pur­
chased here for use of the field batter­
ies and turned over to the troops. The 
buyers are to leave this evening for 
Woodstock.

,i Phellx and 
Pherdfnand WEATHER

BULLETIN> INWt* \T* /

) THE FUNDScar™ case inIssued by author­
ity of the Depart­
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Sto- 
part, director of 
meterological ser­

ti
THE CIRCUIT COURTDUTCH PATROL BOAT 

SUNK BY A MINE HARD TIME TOWING 
CAMINO TO HALIFAX

Mayor Prink this morning acknow­
ledged the following contributions to the 
Belgian relief fund:

Moncton Division, A. O. H, per Hugh 
F. Hamilton, $57.50; Soldiers’ Aid Soci­
ety, Riverside, Albert Co., $11; River­
side Union S. S-, $5 and 
Markham, $1, per Hon. A. R. McClelan; 
Upper Maugerville Baptist church, per 
J. Ainsworth, $10; Bairdsville. Vic. Co., 
S. S., per F. A. Baird, $5; Mrs. Nichols, 
Westfield, $2; Mrs. John Weston, Jar- 
dineville, per Mary Cameron, $5; Centre 
Napan Women’s Institute, per Mrs. Len- 
na Mackeon, $44.25 ; Men’s Bible Class, 
Newcastle Ridge, per W. B. Evans, $10; 
High School Alumnae, per Jessie F. 
Lawson, pres., $100.

■i •
The case of the King vs. Judson Dry- 

den came up for trial in the circuit court 
this morning before Mr. Justice Barrÿ 
and jury. The defendant was charged 
with assaulting Dennis Keleher on No­
vember 25 on the west side of the harbor. 
The complainant, Commissioner Wig- 
more, and a man named Doddy gave 
evidence for the crown and Dry den tes­
tified in his own behalf. F. R. Taylor, 
K. C., addressed the jury for the de­
fendant, and Attorney-General Baxter 

Following the

The Hague, Jan. 20—The Dutch naval 
patrol boat, the Toitan, while searching 
for mines off Nicuw Sluis, struck a mine 
ind disappeared. One officer and four 

were lost and only fragments of

vice.
Synopsis—The pressure is now lowest 

over the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and an 
area of high pressure, with a pronounced 
cold wave, is spreading into Ontario 
from the northward. Light snowfalls 
have occurred in Ontario and Quebec, 
and heavy rains in the maritime prov­
inces.

Rev. J. H.
heir corpses were recovered. A large 
lumber of fresh floating mines are re­
ported from all coast places.

Halifax, N. S., Jan. 20—The task of 
towing the disabled Belgian relief ship 
Camino to Halifax is proving a difficult 
one for the governmnt steamer Lady 
Laurier and the Kanawha. The marine 
department today received word that 
the hawsers attached to the Camino had 
parted. The Lady Laurier and the Kan­
awha, however, stood by the Camino ail 
night, and another attempt was made 
tills morning to bring the ship to port

Jut This is Turkish Report
Constantinople, Jan. 20—Announce- 

nent is made here that during a night 
ittack on the English forts located on 
lie Shat El Arab River, in Arabia, the 
:nemy was taken by surprise and lost 
i00 in killed and wounded.

Colder.
Maritime—Fresh southwesterly winds, 

mild and showery. Thursday, strong later for the crown, 
northwesterly winds and becoming much1 judge’s charge this afternoon the case 
colder. will go to the jury.

/

11tl 4

1

THE ENEMY’S AIR RAID
New York Herald Editorial Scores 

Germans For Attack on Undefend­
ed Places - Four Deaths Known to 
Have Been Caused by Bombs
New York, Jan. 20—Under the caption of “More slaughter ot 

innocents,” the Herald comments editorially on the German aerial 
redd of last night on the east coast of England, as follows :

“Is it the madness of despair, or just plain every-day madness 
that has prompted the Germans to select for attack vthe peaceful and 
undefended resorts of England’s east coast! First a squadron of 
Germain cruisers swooped down upon Hartlepool, Whitby and Scar­
borough to take their toll of death of non-combatants, women and 
children, and now it is an aerial attack upon Yarmouth, Sandring­
ham, Kings Lynn and Cromer.

“What can Germany hope to gain by these wanton attacks upon 
undefended places and this slaughter of innocents! Certainly not 
the good opinion of the peoples of neutral nations, for these know 
that the rules of civilized warfare call for notice of bombardment, 
even of places fortified and defended.”
THE STORY OF THE RAID

London, Jan. 20—German aircraft yesterday made the long threatened raid 
on England, and considerable damage besides some casualties In the towns re­
sulted. One effort was directed against the king’s residence at Sandringham, 
in Norfolk, but no damage was done and the royal family were not there at 
the time.

People were killed in Yarmouth and King's Lynn, while Cromer, Sherfng- 
faam and Becton were also visited. It is supposed the Germans flew across the 
North Sea from Cuxhaven.
MAN AND WOMAN 
KILLED IN YARMOUTH

Yarmouth, Jan. 20—Careful inquiries 
thus far go to show that public build­
ings and the railways escaped damage in 
last night’s aerial raid. The damage is 
almost wholly confined to private houses 
and shops.

So far as is now known, only two per­
sons, a a man and a woman, were killed 
here. Most of the inhabitants were in­
doors. Fragments of metal, supposed to 
have been thrown by the bombs, are be­
ing found in all directions. Another air­
craft appeared here soon after midnight 
but dropped no bombs.

The chief constable of Yarmouth, tell­
ing of the raid, said:—

“The people stood the raid very well,
About 400 special constables were caU- 
ed out and arrived with the utmost 
promptitude. All Red Cross and hos­
pital arrangements proved perfect. All 
lights were extinguished and public per­
formances at the theatres and music 
halls were abandoned. The people went 
home and the town was without light 
tiH morning.”

The first air raider passed along the 
sea front and dropped the first bomb 
into Norfolk Square Garden, close by 
the beach and the Brittania Pier. This 
did no damage. The raider then proceed­
ed in a northwesterly direction across 
town- and when near the centre dropped 
several bomba in the neighborhood of 
St. Peter’s road, the main thoroughfare 
leading to the parade grounds. It was 
there that the greatest damage was done, 
especially in the smashing of windows 
in houses and shops. The bombs, from 
all accounts, were dropped in rapid suc­
cession. ,

One bomb dropped near the fish mar­
ket, apparently with the intention of de­
stroying any ships anchored in the vicin-

■
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8J20 p. m.; Cromer, 8-80; Sherringhani, 
8.40; Hunstanton 10; Beacham 10.80; 
Dersingham, 10.40; and Kings Lynn 11.

Hunstanton, Jan. 20—The police deny 
that one of the raiding Zeppelins was 
brought down here. The last seen of the 
airship which dropped bombs on this 
place was as it was passing away to the 
northward over the sea.
ATTEMPT TO WRECK 
ROYAL RESIDENCE

Kings’ Lyn, Eng, Jan. 20—The streets 
of Kings Lynn are this morning virtual­
ly paved with glass, and souvenir hunt­
ers have been picking up pieces of 
bombs. '

An outstanding feature of the raid ap­
pears to have been the skill with which 
the German airmen, in the darkness, fol­
lowed their route and dropped bombs In 
the vicinity of King George’s house at 
Sandringham and Queen Mother Alex­
andra’s bungalow at Smettisham, as well 
as at the docks, waterworks and railroad 
station here, and at the Grima ton am­
munition depot.

According to the police, the raiders 
circled twice over Kings Lynn, and 
dropped bombs in the neighborhood of 
the railroad station and the docks. 
Three missiles fell doge to the station 
and wrecked the sheds in which the 
royal railroad coaches were housed. One 
or more bombs were dropped along the 
waterfront among the docks, and dam­
age was inflicted on the hydraulic engine 
house. The dense darkness and the 
slight fog, which prevented effective pur­
suit or successful shooting at the raiders, 
also hindered them in their efforts to 
reach some of their apparent objectives 
and also to aim their bombs with the 
maximum of accuracy. Thus the visit 
to Sandringham, which King George and 
Queen Mary left yesterday morning, was 
not effective, although some bombs were 
dropped in the vicinity of the roysi re­
sidence.

The casual!ty list at Kings Lynn, so 
far as is known this morning, is two per­
sons killed and four injured. They all 
were in a group of houses in BeniineW

reqL which was wrecked by one bomb, 
The casualities at Yarmouth are two 
killed and one injured. There is still a 
difference of opinion here as to whether 
the German raiders came in Zeppelins 
or in aeroplanes.

ity.
Soldier’s Widow Killed

Kings Lynn, Jan. 20—The body of a 
woman, the widow of a soldier recently 
killed at the front, was recovered from 
her demolished home today. This makes 
the second death recorded here as a re­
sult of the aerial raid.

London, Jan. 20—The approximate 
time of the visit of the hostile airships 
to Norfolk is as follows: Yarmouth,

st

NOTHING DONE TODAY HAS RECEIVED 570 
PIS OF SOCKS FOR THEMCommittee Did Not Get Together 

to Deal With That Bill
When she announced that she would 

receive and forward socks for the use 
of soldiers in Egypt a few days ago* 
Miss Scammell of 118 Orange street, 
expected that she would have received 
between fifty and lOOjiairs^Ilerex- 
pectations were more than realized for 
donations sent to her home today 
totalled 570 pairs of warm, comfortable 
socks which will be sent away tomorrow 
for the use of the men in service. The 
socks are for the use of the men under 
Major Geoghegan, whose wife, a sister 
of Miss Scammell is now on her way 
to this dty.

Councillor Dean, chairman of the bills 
and by-laws committee of the muni­
cipal ' council, was unable to get the 
committee of the whole council together 
this morning for consideration of the 
remarkable valuators bill held up by the 
municipal council at yesterday’s meet­
ing.

County members left for their homes 
this morning in consequence and the 
meeting, at which the recorder and coun­
ty secretary must be present, will not 
be held until later in the week.

TEE THOUSAND KILLED 
BY BLUNDER Of BRESLAU

BMP» DAKIN OF
mm DIED EAST NIGHT

Digby, N. S., Jan. 20—Randolph Dakin 
London, Jan. 20—A Daily News de- died at his home here last night, aged 

spatch from Petrograd says that when i seventy-eight years. He leaves one son 
the cruiser Breslau, by error bombarded and three daughters. His wife, who 
a Turkish position at Liman in the died several years ago, was a native of 
Black Sea, 8,000 were killed. The Brea- St. John. The funeral will take place 
lau steamed off, unaware that she had at 2.30 oh Friday afternoon to the Epis- 
been slaughtering her allies. - copal Cemetery.

ORDERS AFFECTING MARRIAGE OF CANADIAN CONTINGENT MEN
Toronto, Jan. 20—All the Methodist 

ministers in Canada and Newfoundland 
have been forbidden to marry members 
of the Canadian contingent until they 
produce a written consent from the pros­
pective bride for them to go on active

sen-ice. They must also produce a 
written consent for the marriage, from 
their commanding officer. The order was 
issued yesterday by Rev. S. D. Chown.

Unobservance will bring the offending 
minister under the authority of the min­
isterial session in his conference.
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