-

country
work to
ar but a
rhen we
 oppor-~
nt of re-
Ve must
xtent of
it times
ith and
yregsive

gh to a
wve this

Society
y have

ng the
Chris-
Reports
slation
 issued
during
by the-
om its
nd the
that it
0., and
is way
ogreas
lion of
ircula-

a pre-
iment.
ments'
on the
circu-
lisfac-
aking
of the
pecial
8 also

137

ITALY.

Your Committee feel that it is & subj
country in which some obstacles still exi
God, they should be able to report an increase in the issues of the past year, ag
well as a small addition to their staff of Colporteurs, The progress of the truth
in Italy is not, perhaps, so rapid as some would desire,
things must not be despised, and those who long for i
content to work on amidst much discouragement and

It is not always that hopes which at first have risen
speedily realized, or that the promise which a bright d

ect of much congratulation that in g
ist to the free circulation of the Word of

awn inspires is succeeded

desolation in itg train,
approaching harvest had filled with gladness.

ce are often objects which He,
has in view when we in our haste and heedlessnegs take but little notice of
them. Individuals as well ag nations have to be cagt again and again into the

farnace before they come forth ag gold. When any people have for a long time

been trodden down beneath the iron heel of spiritual despotism, can it be a

matter of astonishment if they bear in continual remembrance the tyranny to
which they have been subject, and if fear stil] occupies their minds lest the reign
of terror should again return? And when in addition to this we know that the
Italian mind is intensely agitated by questions of a Political aspect, as well as
those which relate to the development of their country’s material resources,—
when to the long indulged and pernicious habit of leaving the concerns of their

immortal souls in the hands of the priests, we add the indifference of all men by*
uature to spiritual things, and the op]

to fear and everything to hope. Their
nce, their privilege to helieve that God
above all that they can ask or think.

amounted to 28,267 copies, being 1,200
and though where guch large numbers

The issues during the past year have
in excess of those of the year preceding ;
are concerned, such an increase of circulation may not be considered a very
striking feature in our work, it yet proves that the good seed is being scattered
plenteously and perseveringly ; and gives hope that the gospel message is win-

ning its Way to the hearts and homes of many who have hitherto been strangers
to peace.

TURKEY.

It is much to be regretted that the Hat:
Turkey ig Supposed to have guaranteed t
freedom of worship, has been made depe
beneficial regults are concerned, upon
caprice of unenlightened priésts. By thj

ti Humayoom of 1856, by which
0 her people liberty of conscience and
ndent, so far as the attainment of any
the will of individual Pashas or the
is means your Colporteurs have been




