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m THE ADVENTURES OF GERARD
oiir lee. Bcide*, there are three Engligh cruisers ik

th« island which may be upon us at any moment. It

for me, therefore, to guard the ship and for you to bri

off \^he Emperor."

I thrilled at the words.

"Give me your instructions !" I cried.

"I can only spare you one man, for already I o
hardly pull round the yards," said he. "One of t

boats has been lowered, and this man will row you asho
and await your return. The light which you sec is i

deed the light of Longwood. All who are in the hou
are your friends, and all may be depended upon to a
the Emperor's escape. There is a cordon of Engli.
sentries, but they are not very near to the house. Om
you have got as far as that you will convey our plai

to the Emperor, guide him down to the boat, and brin

him on board."

The Emperor himself could not have given his in

structions more shortly and clearly. There was not
moment to be lost. The boat with the seaman was wait

ing alongside. I stepped into it, and an instant after

ward we had pushed off. Our little boat danced ovei

the dark waters, but always shining before my eyes wa
the light of Longwood, the light of the Emperor, th(


