
a4 Sir Isaac Newton

JH
dream of his youth, ((ini|ilct'(i his xreal epic, and

sent it forth on ii~ voy.i^c of immortality. l!ut

the achievement ot Newton was still more tran-

scendent perhaps tin most sublime ever per-

mitted to mortal ; he iiad done more than any

mere man towards the siienlitic undcrslandinj;

and explanation of the world.

The work in which Newtoi unfolded his simple

bf' sublime system was expounded In I..itin in

/V .!/•'/« Corporum, and fmallv appeared in 1687

.>s the truly epoch-

makinj; I'hilo-

iopliiii Xatimt/ii

Priititpiit Miithf-

iruiluii- To New-

ton wc owe like-

wise discoveries

liv which the

scienc:e of optics

was -o entirely

. hani,cil that he

ni.iy xory justly

he- Iciined its

fc'indcr. !le w,is

the lust 10 con-

I c'ic c .iiid denion-

•-UMlc- iln- cli\ isi-

liiliiy of liiiht inio

r:i\^ "f sc-\en dif-

feienl rolciurs, and

po^sessinj; dif-

ferent deforces of

refranj4i!)ility. His

thirty years' opti-

. .il inc'csii^ations

were set forth in

I7c)4 '0 ( ^ptii < cf

.1 /'',.!/lu- ,'f III,-

K.i,,ulu>n^.lHjl .
-

tti'>i^, 'Vtii L\^louyy

of Lti^i:t. l-'ontro-

veisic's .ibiiut the

priority of New-

ton's discovery cjf

fluxions and Leib-

nitz's \independent discovery of the cliltcrcnti.il

calculus einbiltered iii.tny years of Nc-wion.- lite

He wrote not a little on cheniisii\. h.id siiidiecl

the ah liemists 1 .irc-fully, .mil m liis i-.ulier xc.u^

actually sought for the pliilosniincr s stniii- l.ikc

his illustrious c cintenipor il ic- llovlc, It.iirow. .ind

Locke, Newton devoted imn li .mention to thcoln-x

as well as to n.atur.il si umh c-. His Oh^cr-wttons

Hpi'ti the r<vplu:ifi ,./' /Ai/i Writ, p,ntiniiu!y

ft,- /''i..j.h,iii\ iif Ihinul ,itiJ tit,- ApiUillypse <>/

. JkIsii. was publislicil after his cli-.itli. .\inon^;

hib manuscripts were found many otlic r thc-olo;;!. .cl

pieces, mostly cm such suhjei t> as the IVophetu

Style, lile Host of He.ivcn. liic Ke^eialiuu, iiic

Temple of Solomon, the Sail' iciary, the Workinj.;

of the Mystery of Inic|iiity, and the Contest be-

tween the Host of Heaven .ind the Transgressors

I ihc Porlr

of the Covenant. Only one was issued .at once

—

that on I'hr Chronoloi^y of AtHuiit Kiiii^doms

Amcmhd, in which Newton suK«ested how astn

nomv ntinht be used to check .and ve'-ify lia'

Ionian and KKVptian chronology An llistoi.

Ai count of /:..! Xotohh- i'onuptionf of Siiipi .

I lohn, V. 7, and 1 Tun. ili, Ki' first ap|)eared in a

perfect forin in I)r Horsley's edition of his works

in 1771). N'ewtoi\ like all cmnpetent schol.irs then

and sin.o, rc-j;.irdecl the- 'Three Heavenly Witnesses'

as an interpola-

tion, .md held that

'("lod manifest in

the llesh ' should

lie (as Hon .ind

recent orthodox

scholars agree)

'who \.as mani-

fest' - thereby in

c urrinjj a charge-

ofl'nit.irian \iews.

That he was far

from being .en or-

thodox 'Trinitari.m

appears from .1

sort of creed or

confession printed

by Sir David
Urewster, one of

the ariiclos ol

which is ;
' 'To us

there is but one

(iod, the Kathei,

of whom are all

things, and one

Lord Jesus Christ,

liN whom are all

ihings. ,ind we by

bull. That is, we

.ue to worship the

K.ither alone as

(iod Almighty,
and Jesus alone

as (he Lord, the

Mes- di.theCreat

King, tlic- L.iii.li c)f (iod who was si.on, and hath

rcclcenic'd lis with Ills blood, and ni.ide us kings

• iiul priest^. .\nothiT is ;
' We nc-ed not pray to

L'hrist t.) intercede for us. If wc pray alight to

l!ie f'.ither. he will intercede for us.' Newton's

cics iilid .\rian conxic lions are visible also in the

strung ill "ill he cherished like the Deists, with

whom .IS a devout believer in revelation he had

little 11 common against the Nicene Counc il .and

Its meihcxls, his utter clivii-spec t for Athanasiiis (as

.1 liar, falsilier of eMclence, ,ind malignant enemy),

his proniuinced suspit Ion of every ste]) that led

to the acc-ept.iri. c of the ' homoonsion,' and his

>,..ci,, ""vVncthci Chri,; sent hi:. apo:i;ic5 ;o

pre.ci h met.iphvsics to the unlearned common
people and to ihc-it wi\i-sanc! children?' His un-

willingness th.ct Ills \jews on these points (thoujjh
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