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afraid of derogating from their nobility ; and care-

fully avoiding a fort of blot in their fcutcheon,

which they think would degrade them for ever.

It was thus that the unfortunate Charles the

Firft defended himfelfon the pra6t ice of the Stuart

who went before him, and of all the Tudors 3

his partizans mi^ht have gone to the Plants*

genets.—They might have found bad examples

enough, both abroad and at home, that could
have fliewn an antient and illuftrious defcent. But
there is a time, when men will not fuffer bad
things becaufe their anceftors have fuffered worfe.

There is a time, when the hoary head of invete-

rate abufe, will neither draw reverence nor obtain

protedfcion. If the noble Lord in the blue ribbon

pleads, *''' not guilty " to the charges brought againft

the prefent fyftem of public ceconomy, it is not

poflible to give a fair vcrdidt by which he will not

ftand acquitted. But pleading is not our prefent

bufinefs. His plea or his traverfe may be allow-

ed as an anfwer to a charge, when a charge is

made. But if he puts himfelf in the way to ob-
ftru6t reformation, then the faults of his office

inftantly become his own. Inllead of a public
officer in an abufive department, whofe province
is an objedt to be regulated, he becomes a cri-

minal who is to be punifhed. I do moft feri-

oufly put it to adminiftration, to confider the

wifdom of a timely reform. Early reformations

are amicable arrangements with a friend in power:
Late reformations are terms impofed upon a con-
quered enemy ; early reformations are made in

cool blood i late reformations are made under %
ftate of inflammation. In that ftate of things the

people behold in government nothing that is re-

fpedable. They fee the abufe, and they will fee

nothing elfc—They fall into the temper of a fu-

rious populace provoked at the diforder of a lioufe

of


