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mlvki), iind it i.s his uiidoubti'il rij;lit ti) ciill upon any pcr.soii
ho may choose to uiiilcrtakc tlir formation of a f;ov«rnmont.
In actual pra<'tic(', however, his choice is limited to the
leader of the party which has the confidence of the majority
in the House of Commons, or which, in all probaliility, will
hpve control after the general election. As soon as the new
prime minister accepts the responsibility of forming a
Cabinet, he proceeds to choose, either from the House of
Lord:! or the House of Commons, or from both, the men
whom he wishes to associate with himself in the Koverimient
of the country. The names, when lU'cided upon, are sub-
mitted to the sover<Msn, and, if approved by him, thi.' men
take the oath of office and assume control of their various
departments. .\s a general ndc>, each member of the
Cabinet presides over an important department of thi; public
service, although this is not necessarily the case. Neither
dof's it follow that because the head of a certain department
is a member of the Cabinet, his succes.sor will necessarily
also be a member of the (Cabinet. .Members of the Cabinet
who are members of the House of Commons, on taking
office, nmst at once go back to their constituencies for re-
election. If their cour.se in accepting an odice to which a
salary is attached is approved by the electors, they will
be returned; if not, they will be defeated and thus" com-
pelled to resign.

As the members of the Cabinet give their whole time to
their official duties, they are paid liberal salaries. Kach
Cabinet minister is responsible for his own department;
but any matter of general importance, such a.s taxation or
foreign relations, is discussed and decided upon by the
Cabinet as a whole, .\fter the Cabinet has once agreed upon
a certain course of action, each Cabinet minister is bound to
give it his loyal support, and if any minister has any serious
disagreement with his colleagues, he is in duty bound to
resign. The Cabinet must be a unit upon eveW question
of importance.

The prime minister and his Cabinet really govern the coun-
try. They decide upon what policy shall be followed
whether at home or abroad; they advise and are responsible


