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re not "ready to defend ourselves" at all, not
to speak of defending ourselves "to the utmost."
In a state paper subtle prettiness of phrase does
not offset misteaching of the vital facts of na-
tional history.

In 1814 this nation was paybg for its folly in
having for fourteen years conducted its foreign
policy, and refused to prepare for defense against
possible foreign foes, in accordance with the views
of the ultrapadfidsts of that day. It behooves
us now, in the presence of a world war even vaster
and more terrible than the world war of the early
nineteenth centtuy, to beware of taking the advice
of the equally foolish pacificists of our own day.
To foUow their advice at the present time might
expose our democracy to far greater disaster than
was brought upon it by its disregard (rf Wash-
ington's maxim, and its failure to secure peace
by preparing against war, a hundred years ago.
In his message President Wilson has expressed

his laudable desire that this country, naturally
through its President, may act as mediator to
bring peace among the great European powers.
With this end in view he, in his message, deprecates
our taking any efficient steps to prepare means for
our own defense, lest such action might give a
wrong impression to the great warring powers.
Furthermore, in his overanxiety not to offend the
powerful who have done wrong, he scrupulously


