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• Lowe, drawing the bow, and darting the javelin.
He could patiently endure the want of food or of
Bleep; and his mind and body were alike capable of
the most laboriouo efforta. He possessed the genuine
courage that can despise not only dangers but in-
juries; and it was impossible either to corrupt, or
deceive, or intimidate the firm integrity of his soul."
When the Huns invaded Gaul, this skilled and

valiant commander flew to its reUef To his Eoman
army he added an army of the Visigoths of Southern
Gaul, under their King Theoderic, and marched to
the rescue of the land. But the gathering of this
army took precious time, during which the foe
wrought ruin upon the land. The siege of Orieans
had begun by the time ^tius was fairly ready to
begin his march.

In that seemingly doomed city all was terror -»

dismay. A speedy capture, a frightful massacre
a no less frightfiil enslavement to the savage Huns,
was the dread of the trembling inhabitants. They
had no saint to rescue them by his prayers. All
their hope lay in the arms of their feeble garrison
and the encouraging words of their bishop, in whose
heart alone courage seemed to keep alive.

Anianus was the name of this valiant and wise
churchman, whose counsels of hope alone sustained
the despairing citizens, whose diligence and earnest-
ness animated the garrison in its defence. The siege
was fierce, the defence obstinate, the army of relief
was known to be on its way, if they could but hold
out till it came. Anianus, counting the days and
hours with intense anxiety, kept a sentinel on the


