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the Empire, or the general orders of the State Icfs

liable to exception : Since that form of Govern-

ment, which does not in the firft place provide for

the fccurity of the public againft the enterprizes of

foreign powers, is certainly a mod defe£bi\ e infti-

tution : And yet this populous, this rich and ex-

tenfive country, fo pompouily celebrated for its re-

fined wifdom and policy, was conquered about an

age fince by an handful of Tnrtars ; and even noWj

by the cowardice of the inhabitants, and the want

of proper military regulations, it continues expofed

Hot only to the attempts of any potent State, but to

the ravages of every petty Invader. I haVe already

obferved, on occafion of the Commodore's difputes

with the Chinefe^ that the Ceniurion alone was an

overmatch for all the naval pov/er or that Empire :

This perhaps may appear an extiaordinr.iy pofition

;

but to render it unqueftionablc, there is cxhibi'.ed

in the forty-fecond plate the draught of two of the

veflels made ufe of by the Cbhicfe. The nif; of

thefe marked (A)- is a junk of about a hutuh-ed

and twenty tuns burthen, and v.^is what the C>;>

iurion hove down by •, thefe arc mr^ vSc^ •'•! the

great rivers, though they fometimes ferve for fmall

coafting voyages : The ether junk mprkcd (B) is

about two hundred and eighty tu :s burthen, and is

of the fame form with thofe in n 'hich they tra.^'e to

Cochincbina^ Manila^ Eaiavta and '^'•*>^r' though

fome of their trading vcffels arc of a nivdi larger

fize i its head, which is reprcfented at (C) is per-

fedly flat ; and when the veflel is deep l.idcn, the

fccond or third plank of this fiat furface is of'^-tlmes

tinder water. The malls', fiils, and rigging of

thefe velTels are ruder than their built -, lor their

maiis are made of trees, no otherwifc falhioncd

N n than.


