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in Legislation. The Sovereign, indeedf reHerved to himself

the exclusive right of proposing laws ; but these laws

were submitted to the assent of the people assembled in the

thirty Curice or Wards into which the City was divided.

It was not until the reign of Taiiq,uin the Proud, whose

tyranny and vices provoked the expulsion of the Kings,

that any attempt seems to have been made, of which at least

we have any knowledge,,to collect and arrange into some-

thing like Order, the Eoyal ordinances or enactments, and

such other laws as had obtained the sanction of Magisterial

decisions or had grown out of universal usage.

The compilation of PuflLius or Skxtus Papiriuh, in the

reign of Tarquin the Proud, is the earliest essay of the

kind we have on record ; but we have at this day a few

fragments only of the labours of this eminent lawyer, whose

Digest was denominated the Jus CiviHs Papirianum, =*

which has transmitted his name with honor to posterity.

The expulsion of Royalty seems to have been succeedevl

by a species of legal anarchy, the Lex Tribunitia, or tribu-

nitial law, having formally annulled at one fell stroke all

the Royal laws, and therefore subverted the authority of

the Papirian Code or Digest, leaving the Romans, during a

period of nearly 20 years, without any positive Rule for

their go ^remance, and compelling them to resort to the sole

moral force of such customs, as naturally resulted from the

complex relations arising out of a state of society.

• OiBBOX, (from whom I have frooly borrowed) in n learned cbajjtor on Roman

Juriiprudenoe, 8th Vol. of hii " Doeline and Fall of the Roman Empire," in a note

on page 5, seems to doubt the oxistonco of this code, and thinks that the Ju»

Papirianum of Qraniiis Flacoui, quoted in the Digest. (1. L., Tit. XVI, leg. 14-1,)

was not a oommontary, but au original work compiled in the time of C.«8ar. But wo

may fairly believe that the profound Paul, from ;vhom this law is borrowed, would

be exact in this respect, and would not use the positive language " Oraniut Flaecui

in libra dt Jure Papiriauo," wer« he not (quoting the oommentary.


