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lity of difTcntion, it has been thought right to rc-

prefs the Ardour arifing from a fatisfaftory con-

fcioufncl's of good intention, and to facrifite

in fome degree, even judifiablc opinions of pru-

dence to the poflible apprehenfions of otiicrs.

—

For, Gentlemen, I do intreat you to be well aware

that Timidity is not always prudence, nor ismild-

nefs at all times a virtue. There arr Occafions

which demand a fpiritcd aflertion of a freeman's

claims ; there are fiiuations where fafety is only

to be found in firmnefsand in fpirit. I know not

what the honeft paflion of indignation was given

us for, if it is not to be excited by continued mif-

reprefentation and by intolerable oppreflTion.

—

But general reafonings in favour of fpiritcd mea-

fures come from ajuHly fufpetled quarter when

urged by an anonymous writer, and I therefore

appeal from them to the undclufivc, intelligible

evidence of fatl. For more than a hundred

years, years made long by repeated perfecutions,

and by a perfevering refillance to our wifhes ; we

have requited good for evil, and have been the

moll indullrious as well as moft elfcetual friends

to a Conllitution, equal and impartial to all men

but to us. We have fubmittcd in filence, in a

Silence only broken by a few feeble requefls for

juftice ; but never interrupted by rcfentment on

thofe requells being refufed. You have ever been

loyal to your fovereigns, obedient to the laws, de-

voted to the conllitution : perhaps by being firm
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