
ii PATRIOTISM OP COLORED AMERICANS.

The editor, after further remarks upon the proccsHion,

and adding of its colored members, " We reflected, that

beneath their dark bosoms were sheltered faithful hearts,

susceptible of the noblest impulses," thus alludes to the free

colored population of New Orleans :—
" As a class, they are peaceable, orderly, and respectable

people, and many of them own large amounts of property

among us. Their interests, their homes, and their aflFcctions

are here, and such strong ties are not easily broken by the

force of theoretical philanthropy, or imaginative sentimental-

ity. They have been true hitherto, and we will not do

them the injustice to doubt a continuance of their fidelity.

While they may bo certain that insubordination will be

promptly punished, deserving actions will always meet with

their due reward iu the esteem and gratitude of the commu-
nity." .

Yet, if five, oven of these veterans, should at any time be

seen talking together, they are liable to be arrested for con-

spiracy, according to the laws of Louisiana

!

Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in his spsech in Congress, on
the Imprisonment of Colored Seamen, September, 1850, bore

this testimony to the gallant conduct of the colored soldiers

at New Orleans:—
" I have an impression that, not, indeed, in these piping

times of peace, but in the time of war, when quite a boy, I

have seen black soldiers enlisted, who did faithful and excel-

lent service. But, however it may have been in the Northern
States, I can tell the Senator what happened in the Southern

States at this period. 1 believe that I shall be borne out iu

saying, that no regiments did better service, at New Orleans,

than did the black regiments, which were organized under
the direction of General Jackson himself, after a most glori-

ous appeal to the patriotism and honor of the people of color

of that region ; and which, after they came out of the war,

received the thanks of General Jackson, in a proclamation

which has been thought worthy of being inscribed on the

pages of history."

Chalmette Plains, the scene of the famous Battle of New
Orleans, arc five miles below that city, on the left bank of the

il!


