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This is an honest book—the production of a

plain, strj ight-forward, veracious traveller

—

and that is saying a great deal. If Captain

Back be not known to the reading world as

an author, his name, at least, is familiar to

all who have "ken any interest in the north-

ern expeditions of Franklin and Richardson,

of whose perilous adventures he was the con-

stant sharer and unflinching companion. In

the course of these enterprizcs he distinguish-

ed himself on two occasions, the object being

that of extending the geography of the sea-

coast of the Arctic regions of North-Ameri-
ca, and of confirming the accounts given by
Hearne and Mackenzie, the first travellers

who had reached these shores ; and at the

same time to endeavor to ascertain the con-

tinuity or otherwise of a water-communica-
tion between Behring's Strait and Hudson's

Bay. There is nothing perhaps on record

more truly affecting than the simple and un-

adorned tale told by Sir John Franklin of the

almost unparalleled sufferings which he ..nd

his companions were doomed to undergo
from the fatigue of travelling hundreds of

miles amidst frost and snow-storms, without

shelter, without fire, and without food ; so

nearly at one time reduced to a state of ab.

solute starvation, as to be driven to the last

resource of devouring their own shoes and
leather gun-cases, rendered somewhat per-

haps more palutabic by the addition of a mi-

serably bitter lichen which they jtickcd off

the rocks. We advert to these adventures

now to show that Captain Back, in volunta-

rily undertaking the one hen) reci, ded, was
fully aware of tlio dangers, the privations,

and the hardships which it was all but cor-

tiiin it would be his lot again to suffer. It

was with such a prospect before his eyes,

that on hearing, when in Italy, in the year
1832, that the fate of Ross nnd his compan-
ions still remained uncertain, he hastened

to England, with the intention of offering his

services to government to conduct an expe-

dition in search of ihem. Ho arrived here

at the moment when such an cxpeuition was
in preparation ; and it is almost unnecessary

to add that the volunteer services of Captain

(then Commander) Back were joyfully ac-

cepted.
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