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great expense and trouble, a foreign

professor had been imported.

Signs of preparation were every-

where visible. Vigorous houseclean-

ii p^ was in evidence. The profession-

al story-tellers, who took the place
of newspapers in these days, reaped
small fortunes in their halls. Some of

them opened booths on the streets and
regaled their auditors with strange

accounts of America and its people.

Already the Tojin-san's house and
household had been chosen for him,
from the Daimio's high officer and the
four samourai body-guard, who were
to protect him from any possible

Jo-i (foreign hater), down to his body-
servant.

An enormous old historical Shiro

(mansion), two hundred and seven
years old, was assigned as his resi-

dence, and was now undergoing cer-

tain remarkable changes. For heavy


