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.:NCIIENT PERSIAN POEMý,.*

'fhl '' Rubaiyat of Omnar layyaun
lias created quite a1 literary, or almlost
religionis, cuit of its owul. It lias led to
the formation of clubs and socicties, and
cailled for edîtion aftcr eclition of bis
writiug-s. Few authors have biad so
nîany transiators or sucli enthusiastic
students. The iarvel of it is that Omuar,
the tent-illaker-for slncb was bis desig-
iaýtioni-ývlo lived at Kliorasaii, iii Persia,
two hundred years before Dante, wvrote
only a few hutndred line.;, fewer even than
the poeL f. ray. Sucli wîere Omnar'.s iathe-
nliatical abilitios that lie iwas onle of the
astronoîners eînployed to reforni the Por-
sian calen(lar. lie also %vrote a treatise
of tlgebrIt.

His first European transiator wvas Dr.
Thomas Hyde, who, early in the seven-
teentli century, wrote a Latin version of
the Rubaiyat. Otlier transiators in Eng-
lisli, Frenchi and Gerian followed. lIt
wvas Edward Fitzgerald, the friend of

,Teiiiysoîî, wbo lias inscribed to lîlîui the
fine dedication of bis Tiresias, that first
Miade the Rubaiyat l)opular in Eughisl.
He wrote two or three translations of
these Orienfid poemns. But so fiat did
bis first version fali tîjat lis publishiers
sold nearly the whiole at a penny ecdi.
Two ycars ago a single copy of this
neagre littie pamiphlet sold for £6 6s.
Trie fanious illustrations of the Ru-baiyzit,
by Elihu \'edder, did unucli to popularize
is wvritings. The volume under review

is tiecimost coniplete and carefuliy edited
edition wvhiclî lias appeared.

The toile of the Rtulbaiyait reinids one
sonietimies of the liglit irony of Horace,
soînetiînes of the sadder strain of Lucre-
tius, and somnetiitues of the deeper ques-
tionings of the BIook of Job, 0kï sombre
noralizing of Ecclesiastes. The gyreat
themes of his pocems are wvine, the rose,
the igl(itinale-thie shîortiiess and the
cinptiniess of life and the iiothingness of
deatb. Speciniens oif tic unelancholy

Rubaiyat of Oiiiar Ehyan. tig-
lisli, Freileh ai G Ieriinani Tranlslations Coin.
parativeiv Arraii'ed- ini Aceordancee withi
the '1'cxC of Edward Fitzger-aldI's Versioll
with Furthier Selectiois, Notes, Bibli-

og aplad other 'Material, Collccted atid
Edited by Nathian 1Haskiin Dole. ]3ostonl
.Josel lKîuiglit Comnpany. Toronto: Winî.
lBriggs. '2 vols. 1>j). 7U7. Price, cloth,~%> Haif Levant, $7.00.

pensiveness of bis style inay be seen in
the following examniples.

I soiletiînies thilik tîtat îlever blows so red
'j'lie rose ILS iere soille ioried Ca sac bled

Thiat every liyaciiith thie garci wvears
Dropt in lber lap froi Soule o-nce Iovely Ilead.

For 1 reiniemnber stoppi ng by the way
To Nwati a potter thuînllping ]lis vet edaY

Atod %vith its alI.obliterated tougue
It înrnrd nlbrot ier, gentiy,

The Orie;iudl fataiim of tic pooL is
cxpressed iii the followingr

Aiid tliat iuverted bowl w-e eall die skw,
Wbieîeoindel. erawlinig, COOP'd %re live alld

(lie,
Lift iuot your hiaifds to it for lbelp-for it

As inuipotentiy volls as you or I.

sindi Ho that of His owvn free failcy unlade
The vessel, in an after.rage destroy?

Professor Cowell, one of the ablest
erities of tic Rubaiyat, writes tîjus: IlThis
littie volume of tetrasticis occupies its
own nichie lu Persian literature. For
terseness of expression and vigour of
thlouglit ive knowv of no epigra>ns like
tierm, even iii the (orck antluology
whie for passionato earnestness and con-
centrated sadness tluere is nothing equal
to thenu, except Lucretius. The Epi-
curean views wic peivade thein but
add a (leeper gloomn ro the mielanelîoly ;
ive know that the gaiety is unrcal, and
thie poet's sînile is but a risits sroi
of despair.

"lAil tbings whisper in luis car of
chang-e and decay. The sad refrain
rings over in luis lîe.triingr; everywvhere in
tie %vorld lie reads the record of the
inscription whici Solomion, iii Eastern
story, gave for a signet ring, %vlen one
asked him for a niotto w'hichi would suit
alike l)rospOrity and adversity,-'l'Tbis
also shail pass away 1''

Tbe preparation of this edition lias
evidently becuî a labour of love to tlîe
author. Re gives Fitzgrerald's two
editions with comparative -versions in
Englisi, Frenci and Germian, by seven
other writers, with copious explanatory
notes. Fine ctchings of Fitzgerald and
Von Bodenstcdt, a Germaîn translator,
are given. The titie page lu colours is
vcI'y 1quaint.


