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God and duty. It xvas to hlm wlîat
going forward to the penitent
bcnch lias been to many Metliod-
ists, ivliat inmmersion bas been to
many ]3aptists, what taking the
tambourine and marcliiug in tlîc
street bas been to many a Salva-
lion Army lass ;-it w~as tue act iu
which lie laid down bis last linger-
ingo prejudice, satisfied absolutelv
the dlaim of lus owvn conscience
and entered into, peace witli God.
Beyond that, otiier Cxperiences
awvaited himi through wbiiclî lie
passed into a sublime faitlî in the
crucified Christ as " the Son of
God wlio loved hîm and gave Hini-
self tor hini." Out of lus faitlî joy
spraîgr, and the wvorldly gaiety of
bis early days wvas trausformed lu-
to an abiding " jov iii the I-olv
Gliost,"lu 3:i vh-Iichi 'was strikiuglv
fulfilled tlîat lofty promise of theè
Saviour, " The water that 1 shall
give hlmi shall be in hini a welI of
water springing up into everiastitig,
life." Just below Assisi there W'as
a little clîurclî, known as St.
Damian's, whlîi wvas falling into
rumnous decay. While praying
here Francis had a vision oftb-
Saviour lu luis Passion, so vivid
and absorbing tbat it moved bis
wbole being, sent hlm weepiîug, and(
cryîug out along the public gh
way, and so impressed bis heart
that lue could neyer after thiuk of
the Passion witluout an inclination
to burst into sobs and tears.

This ruined church lie feit hlmi-
self called to put iii repair. 111
pursuit of bis purpose lie selected

-quantity of rich stuifs from bi-,
father's wvareliouse, loaded themi on
a huorse, rode to a fair lu a distant
city and thiere disposed of botb
.goods and horse. Returning to
St. Daniauu's lie offered the moucv
received from the sale to the priest
of the cluurch, and begged permis-
sion to, stay wvith hlm and rebuildl
the edifice. More careful than the
couvert, the prieàt refused to aic-
cept the gift until it should he ap-

proved by the young nman's, fatîei-.
Francis on his side declined to
carry the purse any furthier and be-
tween thenu it -%vas, tlîrown on the
dusty %'iiidow ledge. There for
the tinue it was allowed to, stay,
ý%luile Francis domiciled himself
witli the lp00r anud humble priest

To giv'e up lus promrising son to
the Ciurchi, and especially in the
capacitý- of a meuil, wvas a sur-
rciuder Pietro I3ernardone xvould
îuot voluntarily niake. Pica, the
littIe niother, Erancis soon won to
bis own views, but the father wvas
obdurate. Whien persuasion failed
lie tried force upon bis son and
kept hlim for w ýeks bound and im-
prisoued. Released by luis mother,
Francis only returned to the littie
cliurcli where lus duty seemed to
lie.

The contest ended in a scene
wvhich bias kindled the inuagination
and f red the devotion of thou-
sands. Francis wvas arraigned be-
fore the bishop. Hi-s father pressed
for judgment. The decision wvas
given that being of mature agye
Francis wvas eutitled to choose bis
own mianner of life. but the pro-
perty lie possessed should be re-
stored to hus, father. The youn-
convert's resoluition wvas taken in-
stantly. Tbe fat purse from tbe
wýindowv ledge of St. Damian's had
been giveil up already. He now
retire(l for a moment, to returii
again ilaked, carrying, bis clothes
ani pin-se lu his biauds. Laying
evervthingr at- bis, father's feet, lun
the presence of the court, lue cried,

" Hear mie aud undcrstaud, un
to, this date I have called Pietro,
Be rnarclone father, lueuceforth 1
wvill sav in ail truth, ' Our Father
Shuo art lu hcaven,' in whiuo 1
bave put my bopes and my treas-
tire.-

.Tiere uvas,"I says bis biogra-
plier, '«a moment 'of artouisb'ed
silence. The bystanders, were
mnoved to tears. TÈhe bisbop drewv
the uuaked voune, man to bis breast


