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The Commercial certainly cnjoys a very much
rger circulation i the t « ity
of the vast_region lying between Lake Supecior
wd the Pucific Coast, than any other piper in Can-
ads, daily or weekly, By a”thorough system of
! “solicitation, carried out annually, this
yenal has been placed ugou the desks “of the
sajity of business men in the district designated
abose, including Northwest Ontario, the Provinces
of Manitoba and British Colmnbia, and the Terri-
raies of Assiniboia, Alberta and Saskatchew.an.
TocCommercial also reaches the leading wholesale,
issi facturingrand fi L h of

Fastern Canada,

WINNIPEG, JULY 26, 1897.

MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS.

Tho decislon of Judge ‘Cumberland,
s reported in The Commercial last
week, regarding the assosyment of
lands in rural municipalitics, appears
to have the elements of common sense
and justice. It has been the custom
fn many Mnanitoba municipnlities to
asess all lunds at 2 flat rate, re-
grdless of their actaual value. Thus
the owner of the poorest plece of
hand in the municlpality would be as-
meed ag muclt per acre as those who
teld the most valuable lands in the
dstrict. This made b great injustico
1 the Individual. In gnother way
the custom worked an fonjury to the
monlcipalities as a whole. Acoording
ta Maultoba law the assessment levy
=t not execced two cents on  the
Wiar. By adopting the level agsess-
=t priuciple, and placing the aver-
3ge volue of land at aligh rate, the
actaal levy could bo made to greatly
teed two cents on the dollar, at a
fair vaivation of all the lands of the
nulelpality. In tlis way the muni-
dmi authorities could get around
te law and levy arate wlich was
Wrdensome to the owners of land in
e district. The decision of Judge
Gemberland will have a tendency to

talitles, such as will in the ond prow;

Ltke benefit of the municipalitics
tengelves, . . (JER
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MINING SPECULATION.

It ls reported from British Columbia
that the secretary of one of the num-
erous minlulr companles las been are
rested, undor inutructions from the
provincial government. It is to e
hoped the brovinclal government will
take prompt actiop to severely pun-
Ish any fraudulent mining transac-
tlons. Considerable harm hias already
been done legitimate mining in Canada
by the extravagant speculative spirit
which has developed in British Colum-
bla. The great number of mining
companies formed, and thie enormous

capitalization or these com-~
panies, is out of all  pro-
portion to the aotual develop-

ment work done in the country. 4s
The Comwercial has several times
puinted out, the majority of these
companies were selling stocks simply
on mining claims or prospects, nnd not
on actual mines. It goes without say-
ing that a consldermble part of the
money invested in tlwese stocks will
never return anything to the invest-
ors. Stringent laws governing the
formation of thiese companies are nec-
essary, and promoters should be liable
to severe punishment for making
statements in prospectuses or other
literature which were not in accord-
ance with facts,

THE COAL MINERS’ STRIKE.

Prices of soft coal of nearly
evory deseription have advanced any-
where from 25 per cent. to 50 per
cent.. in tho United States, owing to
the strike, with progpects of go.ng
lupier.  The strike is amonr tho soft
coal miners and does not directly con-
cern the Pennsylvania anthracite
trade. but at tho ngme time, if the
siriko 4 prolonged, the foreing up of
pricey of soft coal will increase tho de-
mand for anthracite coal, and possibly
lend to & furtlher stiffening of the
price of the Iatter article. Anthracite
ccal is already costing considerably
higher than & year ago. the wholesale
quotations at Duluth being $5.85 por
toa, compared with $5.35 per ton &
year ago at this date. This means
higher prices for ¥Yenusylvania coal
next winter In Manitoba, even {f the
strike should not result in [forcing
prices up any further.

The strike of soft coal miners seems
to havo boen forced by unreasonable
competition among producers, which
ted to the cutting of prices to unprol-
itable rates. In order to keep up this
competition the wages of the miners
wero screwed down to the lowest pos-
giblo point, resuiting. as might be fx-
pected in a strike. Before the strike
Hocking coal was selling aslowas §2
per ton at Duluth, wholesale rates,
and at Buffalo at $1.55 to $1.65, in
car lots, for run of mines—that is,
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unserecned coal as It comes from the
mines. If ‘cousumers had boon pay-
ing u little more for coal and that
little going to the miners, it would
no doubt have been boster for all con~
corned. It Is uot a benefit to the
consumer at large to get goods be-
low reasonable prices, as it slmply
means that some other persons aro
suflering on account of suclt sale of
goouds at unfalr prices.

The situntion regawnding conl in the
United States shiould draw attention
in Western Canada tuv our own vast
coni resources. We have ample home
supplies of conl throughout the west,
and we have all qualities, from a low
grado lignite to a good anthracite.
Our coal measures are found in die-
tricts from the western bouundaries of
Manitoba to the tide waters of the
Pacific and on the islands off our Paci-
fic coast. While a considerable quan-
tity of United States coal is brought
to Winnipeg, the consumption of na-
tivo coal has been gradually increasing.
The long railway haul §s the greatest
barrier in the way of a larger con-
sumption of native coal. Our best
qualities of stove coal are found in
Western Alberta, which makes a long
railway haul necessary. Qwing to the
advantage of water transportation
on the great lakes, Pennsylvanla an-
thracite is laid down in Winnipeg at
a 1ess cost, as regards transportation,
than some of our western coals. The
Crow’s Nest agrecment did not pro-
vide for any reduction in coal frefght
rates, but a reduction in rates on coal
which would give the home market on-
tirely to the home producer, would be
of great ‘benefit to the country, LY
extending aun important ome indastry.
Of cours> if the frelght rates wera reo-
duced, it would be in order for the conl
proctucers to meet it by a reduetion in
tlay price of coal to a basis of a closer
margin than they are now working
on, The larger production of coal
would enablo the producers to scll on
n cieser margin thau formerdy, and the
rajilways would have more coal to
hancle. Could not the railway people
and western coal producers get to-
gether, and by making cuts all around
&0 arrange matters that imported coal
could beo practically shut out of the
west ? R

THE HORSE TRADE.

The ralsing of horses Is a lino which
might be followed profitably+«in Mani-
toba tc a much greater extent than
it Is. The country is a long xway
{rem sclf-sustaining in tho matter of
the supply of lorses. Tarloads of
lworses are continually being brought

- in from Eastern Canada, for sale in

Manitoba. Many lhundreds of eastern
horses liave been sold in Winnipeg this
scasont. Soveral carloads hiave been



