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WINNIPEG, SEPTEMBER ?5, 1893.

The Bxperimental Farms,

Peof. Saunders, chief of the experimcatal
farm department, Ottawa, was io Winnip g
recently returning from making his anoual tour
of inspection through Munitoba snd the Ter-
ritories and British Columnbia. Asked by a re-
porter for o general account of his obsorvations
he +poke as tollows: .

During my journey west I visited the ex-
perimental farms, begivning at Biandon. The
crops on

THE BRANDULN FARM.

are goed, although not so heavy as they would
have been but for the very hot weather which
prevailed from the 5th to the 12th of August
aund iipened much of the grain prematurely.
As far as the threshing has been completed the
crop of wheat at Brandon has run fiom 20 to
28 bushels per acre: barley from 42 to 62
bushels ; oats, from G6 to 80 bushels, These
figures cover the resulteof a number of varieties
in each case, which have been threshed.

The crop in the Brandon district will sverage
considerably less thuu that on the experimental
farm, for tha reason thut the mabsgement is
nos 80 good gentzally smong farmers a» on the
exporimental farms, We have a large propor-
tion of fallow lsnds than mcst of the farmers
of Manitoba ; aud both at Bracdon and Iudian
Head the importance of sumwer fallowing has
been impressed upon us very strongly this year,
the crop averaging much heavier on land so
prepared.

ON THE INDIAN HEAD FARM.

the grain will average heavier in weight and
the crop is somewhat larger. The crop of wheat
at Indian Head, as far as the threshing is com:
pleted, has ranged 30 to 31 bushels per acre;
of barley, 37 to 35 bushcls; of oats, 75 to 77
bushels.

Masy of tho best farmers in the district
north of Indian Head have better crops of
wheat than thote on the experimental farm,
for the reason that their land is heavier and
equally well prepared. Scveral of those who
have thresbed have had forty bushels; othess
in the neighborhood of thirty bushele. This,

however, only applies to land which has been
sumtner-fallowed, Oo spring and fall plowing
the crops will not average much more thaa half
theso figures, and the average crop, putting the
good and tho ioferior togethoer in tho Indian
Head distriot, will, I think, bo about twonty-
five bushols per acre. This is probably a low
estimate, Some judges thero put it at thirty
busghels.

The root crop at both farms will be light on
accountlof continued dry weather, Potatoes
aro of excellent quality, but medium in size and
only medium in regard to weight of crop.

The cora crop at Brandon will run about 10
tons to the acro; that on the Indian Head
farm very much lighter; the weight in this
caso has not been ascertained.

The good crops of this diatrict extend abuut
as far as Balgonie where they bagin to be
lighter.

The crops a few miles south of the line of the
C.P.R., are as a rule, uviformly lighter than
those on the north. . 1 visited also

THYE EDMONTON DISTRICT.

I found tho grain crops there very good, and
was very much pleased with the country. This
was my first visit to the section. Ifounda
great change in tho general appearance of the
Iand after reaching Olds, about 60 miles north
of Calgary. From this onward the growth
became stronger and the ccuntry more diversi-
fied with woods, shruba and streams of water.

The district north of the Ked D-er is re-
markably well watered by lakes and streams:
and the growth of the grassand pea vine is sur-
prisingly long. The whole of this fertile tract,
extenaing from Olds to Athabasca Lauding,
must eventunlly furnish homes for a large popu-
lation ; and whenever mixed farming is carried
on I feel eatisfied that it will prove remuner-
ative. The fertility of the soil and charactor
of the growth shows that the diatrict is emi.
neutly fitted for stock raising and dairy work.
During the four days I remamed at Edmonton
I drove 128 miles through the country and
visited nearly all the principal setilements in
the district. "On exuminiug the wheat carefully
I found the heads very plump and well tilted ;
this also applies to bariey und oats. As the
crop hus rluce been harvested without frost,
there is no doubt the vuality of the grawn in
this district will be excellent.

THLOUGU BRITISH COLUMBIA,

the grain crops are. Lhu oats are not up to
the uverage ; dry weather for abous five or mix
weeks previous to my arriving there bau re-
sultea in ashort growth of straw uod the short.
entng of the heads, The wheat, howuver,
which was seed was very good sud plump , but
this crop is very hauted in tms province.
Butley appeared to bs plump zud geaerally
a goud crop.

‘F'he tru csop has been disappuinting. The
apple una pear ciops ure boin Light ; cnerries
have been » medium crop. The bLest results

- this year have beea oblatucy from plume, which

are tairty good in every district L visited, and
in gome ,ocaliticr guite heavy. Ou the experi-
mental tatm there uro some Very fine crops of
plums on trees hres yeaws planted.  The
orchards thers bave been very much «nlarged
durinyg tho past yent, sud the nuwver of vari-
etieg ot Irwb usow unaer test ts over 1,100,
These tests ure betwg eovricd on in the valluy
land, and asv the beyeh land upou the sides of
the mountaius, where 500 frutt trees are put at
heights ranging from 100 to 800 feetabove the
valiey lovel 5 these are duing remarkably well,
and have made a Very struny giowtn, Judging
frum the dates of putting in and the general
churacter of growth, it would appear that the
trees aud shrubs oo the higher laed bud earlier
and 1he fruit wilt piobably ripen earhier tuan
thonae in the valley, although sufficient oxperi-
ence hus not yet been hud to make this very
positive, There is 80 much land in British
Cutumbia of this churacter on the mountain
sides which is unfiv for general agricultural
work that the success of this experiment has
awakened much interest among: the fruit grow-
ors of the provingo,

Good progress bas been mado in tha forestry
work, especially in tha planting of hardwood
timbers. During last winter tho departmeut
of the interior transfoired to tho experimental
farm 800 acres of additional land for this special
work., During the spriug over 3,000 young
treos wero planted on tho hill sides, mainly
black walnut, ash, hickory, chorry and other
valuable hardwood timber trees of tho cast. As
tho forests of British Celumbia coutain very
little hardwood, the rosults of these tosts are
looked forward to with much intorest,

Hop growing is fast becoming an important
industry in that section, After visiting the
hop yards at Agassiz and in the neighborhood,
a journoy was made to the familiar hop district
of Washington state, especially those at Puyal.
lup, White River Vallsy aud Kent, whore o
vary large acreago is being devoted to this pur-

0se. Wo also visited the hop yards in the

rier districts of British Columbia, notably at
North Yakima, This scotion of country a fow
rears ago produced nothing but aago brush, but
y iveigation the land has been made to produce
largo crops of hops and fruit. The hops ia
both these localities are fine and the orops aro
heavy. Comparing thom with those seen at
Agasgiz and in the drier district of British Co-
lumbia and Spenc’'s Bridge, I am of opinion
that hops can be grown quite as fine in quality
aod as gond in every respect in corresponding
locations in British Columbia as they can in the
State of Washington. This opens up an excel-
lent field for the employmont of capital and
labor in that province.

At Speno's Bridge some very fine apples were
secured for the World’s Fair. Qae specimen in
particular, the largeat I had ever seen, weighed
twenty.five ounces, and was very handsome in
form and color. This will prcbably be, if not
the largest, at least one of the Inrgest apples on
oxhibition at thefair. I also remained

A DAY AT CALGARY

on the journey east, and visited the irrigation
works in progress there. Oa Mr. Bull’s farm,
which has been partially irrigated during the
past season, I found very fine crops of oats,
barley and wheat, maaifeatly much superior in
every respect to those growa in the ueighbor-
hood without irrigation. The straw was strong
and long, and the heads and grain fine and well
developed. Much iaterest has been awakoned
there on the subject of irrigation, and vwo large
ditches ave in process of coanstraction which it
is estimated will irrigate some thousands of
acres of land in the neighborhood of Calgary.

The forest trees at Brandon and Indian Head
farms, as well ug the general experimental work
in prosress in «1l departments, have made good
prowth, and alceady make these farms very at-
tractive sputs to visitors. A larger number have
visited the farms than ever before during the
pasteeison, nod & greac interest is beiog taken
1a the work going on there,

A.l the western furmers have made g-od
progress in all tha departmonts of experimeutal
work going on. The acerage in uative and
other hardy grasses has bren considerably in-
creased, and the practicabulity of growing these
for pasture snd provender will, 1t is beheved,
soon he satwfautorily demonstrated.

£'he crop of smail fruits, both at Brandonand
Indian Head, has been very good duriug the
past sesson, but notnuch progress has yet been
made with the apple trees under test, a large
number of them having been kilted by the past
scvere winter. The survivors are making
strong growth, snd we are seill hopeful that we
shall be able evintuddly to find some varities
which wil' .» aardy enough to prove ussful to
the cour.ry. :

The demand is greater thau the supply of
free seed graiv, which the board ‘of railroad
commissioners have undertaken to secure to

"the destitute farmers of the state of Kansas,

Only one county has thus far volunteered to
call a mass meeting for the purpose of procur-
iog the grain for free distribution. All the

.rest of the counties hcard from bave declined

on the ground that they were unable.



