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CURRENT TRADE CONDITIONS.

ONA'^RI
The imposition by- the United States

of a $2 duty on lumber bas put a tem-
porary check i shipmients of lumber
across the bordet, and ai the piesent lime
the market is an a very unsettled condi-
tion. Quotations have been wvithdrawn,
and ianufactureus are nov awaiting the
action of the Donnion goverunment with
respect to te export duty on saw' logs.
Upon tits will depend ta a large extent
the artangemenis whichi vdli be made for
the opetialions an the weoods next veilter,
and lumbermlen are therefore lookiug for
an early declaration from the governmient.
Many of the largest lumber firins will no
doubt take sieps ai once to caler for the
British trade, and the favor vith whch
Canaban goods haa e been received of late
in forciln markets aigurs well for their

success. The grate q iestion is the dis-
position of the lowet grades of lunber,
wshich il 1s anis a impossiblc to place

profitably an the liritsahr market ong to

the bihgh freiIt rates.
Reports rcceived la s weel from the

mils tell of a dehnintg mnar-et. Last
yeai 5 stock bas been well sold nul, but
considerable of ths season's cat is stilI

held at mail points. In lardwods the
chief cail as for clm, red oak and bass
iood. The Ottana nva ls are sawing
largely on deals for the Brtish market, to
fill contracts mide early in ie year

QUbRIEC ANI) NFw lUttNSa5 K.

ln sympathy with the derchne in the

price of spruce deails in tIe British mar-
ket, there s also a weakenmng on this

sut, and shippers do not exhibit the
anxicty to contract for gonds which

characterzed the trade carlier in the

S nOW accordet Caa n g; ,
hnle wvould probably has% e been the result
efore tiais tame, In any case, we tink
t nould bc a w:se pohîtç on the part of
hippers to confine shipn.ents as far as
Possible to goods already contracted fi.

Waney pine is firm in the Quebec narket,
and prîces have ad. anced about one cent
per cubiL foot, as show n in the quotations
,i'aen on the fourth page. leavy ship-
mienîs ha% e been made troi St. john, N.
B., to Great Britain and the United
States, and light cargoes to France and
South America. Quotations of spruce
deals ai city mils are about sio.

Lunber shipping from ritish Colum-
bia to foteign ports is not as active as
carhier in the season. Shipments to
Manitoba and the castern provinces con-
tinue fair, but complaint is sti heard of,
the low prices ruling. Red cedar shingles
are experiencing quite a boom, and manu-
facturers base cleared out their leavy
stocks %% hich have been carriedfor some
tine past. Prices are hardening, anti ai
adance is looked for ait an early date.

In .tmntoba the lumber tnade ,s steadily

improving. Milis are taxed io their ut-
most capacity ta fill orders, and crop
prospects give promise of a year of sùc.
cessful business

The nisdsuinmer quietude lias become
sonewhat pîonoamiced an the lumber trade
of thIe Eastern States, its influence being,
particulaily noiîceable iu the pne cargàô
trade. In the west there is a rising.
demand, c.cated by the continued ad-
vance in the prie of i heai, and lumber
nen consider the outlook for a good fail

trade someawhat promaang. In the Lake
superor and Machagan district the fcature
of the trade is the strengih with which
piece stuff is held. There as hikely to be
a shortage ofthis stock, ari an advance
in pnice wsel followe. 1 he dr) stock inthe
casterin markets has passed out of the
hands of wholesalers, and the new cut has

not been purchased with any liberality.
Consumeis are content to mnove slowly
with present supplies until fall, when it is
believed there w'l be a rush for stocking
up. Anticipating this, a few wholesale


