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POLITICAL LAWYERS.

Two qualities necossary to success in the practice of the
Lue are puisneo anlinlastey.  Withous these the pos
sessor of the greatost intellect cannot accomplish much in
our profession.

The facultics to be used more than any other are the re-
flective faculties. The profession of the law is emphatically
a profession of thought. A man to be thoughtful, that is
to exercise his reflective faculties and in so doing cultivate
them, must be as much as possible removed from the ex-
citement of the world. The more quiet and secluded
be is, the more likely heis on knotty points of law to
reach correct conclusions ; of course we do not underrate
2 knowledge of the world as an essential qualification of an
advocate, or of any professional man who in the path of
duty is led to mix himself up with the affairs of the world.
But we desire to prove that there is a certain line of con
duct suited to each profession, and that a departure from
that line of conduct unfits the man to discharge his duties
with success to himself, or advantage to thuse who may
find it advisable to consult him. And we desire to prove
that the pursuit of politics by one of our profession is a
departure from the path of duty, and makes a Lawyer less
a Lawyer.

The Lawyer who leaves his office where the pablic

Bas

self and to the public. He is unjust to himself because
bis equanimity is disturbed, and it is with difficulty
that he can again ¢ scttle down to business.” IHe is un-
just to tho public, and more particulurly to that portion of
it which constitutes his clients, because they have reason to
oxpect that when he is wanted for business he is to be
found in his office, and not heard of through the columns
of party newspapers, Each such swerving from the path
of professional duty, is destructive of the lawyer’s reputa-
tion as a lawyer. He becomes more and moro tired with
the monotony of his office—which before was to him a solace
and a pleasare.  He is, though to all appearance assiduous
to his duties, painfully expectant of some fresh political
breeze to fin his hankering after political fame. Though
corporeally present in the office, he is mentally absent.—
Business becomes a bure, and clients become bores. Of
this the effect is certain and natoral—clients one by one
begin to drop away.

Another view of the subject is this, the lawyerlike the
judge, should not be ofany political party. He, to besuo
cessful in his practice, ought not to enlist under the ban-
ner of any creed or party. So sure as he does, he makes
encmies. The very men who while he addresses them in
the bar-room in the most finished style of stump oratory,
though for the time they applaud him, learn afterwards to
disrespect him. Famialiarity breeds contempt. The veil
which protects self-respect and dignity being removed, the
opposite qualities aro invoked. In brief, the lawyer who
is a political hack, destroys his professional usefulness.—
On the contrary, the lawyer who in patienco and calm dig-
nity pursues his path of professional duty, is respected and
patronized. In him confidence is reposed. In him every
man of what crced or pirty socver finds a respository and
an oracle. Iike Justice, be is blind to every creed and
party. Like Justice, his purity is unalloyed with the dross
of worldly scum. This we submit is as near perfection as
Lumanity can attain. How few attain it? Qur readers
can answer the question for themselves. We do not in-
tend to have it understood, that a lawyer who follows po-
litics is at oll times and always his own enemy. But we wish
it to be understood that a lawyer must be either one thing
or the other—a lawyer or a politician. Withont doubt,
the law is a high road to political honors and to fame. Not
merely the highest offices in the land—judgeships, but other
offices equally high without the pale of the profession, are
within grasp of the poltical lawyer. If his object be to
attuin these, let him with all his might throw himself into
the political arena. Let bim tear himself from his office
and never afterwards look back to it. If he do this with a




