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numerous beyond all powers of computation ; whilo the most
copious lanzuage has comparatively an insignificant number
of words. ‘Therefore almost every word has a great latitude of
meaning, to be determined, in cach case, by reference to the
subject it relates to, its connection with other words, and in
varous other ways.  So the life of no man is lung envugh for
the acquisition of a petfect hnowledie o any one lunguage ;
but persons approximute toward this object, in different degrees.
Two conzequences, therefore, are apparent: fimst, that no one
ever expressed but imperfectly the thonghts of his own mind
secondly, that no one ever apprehended but impeifectly the
expression of another.

Jurists and judges have done what they could to obviate this
difficulty in the language of law. The result is, that many
words and phrases have acquired a precise legal meaning,
more or less broad than the popular one; ora particular precise
meaning when used in one branch of jurisprudence, and another
branch.  Aund we shall find our progress through the later pages
of this work, made easy, if we here traverse, for a little space,
this technical field. We shall look as well into the common
as into the statutory criminal law; for we have already seen,
that words and phrases have usually the same signification in
both. Both wiiter and reader should alike tread cautiously
here; for in the midst of the general flexibility of human lan-
guage, it is a bold and dangerous thing to say of any word or
phrase, however technical, that such or such is its exact sense,
not more nor less, in every place where it may possibly be
foud. Neither shall we deem it wise, in this counection, to
go over the entire technical Janguage of the criminal law; for
much, and perhaps the greater part of it, is better explained as
we proceed with the main subject.  Some words and phrases,
too, which might seem to demand a particular explanation
here, are so madified by the matter to which they relate, and
by the other words of the statute in which they occur, that we
could not do them full justice without devoting to them more
space than we can spare ; while, on the other hand, it will be
a help to the practiticner to be referred to the cases, which he
may examine for himself.

‘We shall proceed to a consideration of the matter before us
in the following order: I. Those words and phrases which
denote the person acting; that is, violating the law. II. The
time and place, IIf. The thing done, and its nature and
quality. IV. The instrumentalitics employed, and the object
acted upon. V. The proceedings.

We can only make room for a couple of sections more from
the chapter as to—

WHAT 1S A SUFFICIENT CRIMINAL INTENT.—We now enter
upon a more direct consideration of the elementary common
law principles of our criminal jurisprudence. Let us here
remember, what was shown at large 1n our iutraductory chap-
ter, that law and punishment, in the broader, as well as nar-
rower, sense of these terms, are inseparable; that they are a
sort of atmosphere, penetrating and filling all human society,
without which it cannot exist; that the judicial tubunals take
cognizance of only a part of the law which really pervades the
commuaity, thoush the word, in lezal writings is commonl
used in the limited sense as referring to no more than suci
part; that one object of juridical investigations is to ascertain
where lies the boundary which separates this part from the
other; that when this part is separated it is itself suhdivided
into civil and criminal, the Jatte being the portion allotted to
us in these commentaries; and that, therefore, our present
labors, to a great desree, must be to distinguish, first, such
laws as courts administer from such as they do not; and,
secondly, such as belong to the criminal department from those
which belong to the civil.

Criminal lawrelates only to crime.  All crime exists, prima-
tily, in the mind. Neither in philosophical speculation, nor in

religious or moral sentiment, would any people in any age
alluw, that a man should be deemed guilty, unless his mind
wer 80, It is therefore a principle of our fegal system, as pro-
bably of every otlier, that the essence of an oflence is the
wronzful intent, without which it cannot exist.  We find this
doctrine Jaid down not only in the adjudged cases, but in
virious ancient manims, such as:— Actus non fucit reum
nisi mens sit ree 3 the act jtself does not make a man guilty
unless his intention were 50.”? ¢ Actus me invito fuctug, non
3l meus actus ; an act done by me, against my willﬁ not
my act;* and the like. In this patticular, crimial jurispru-
denco ditlers from civils

Wo would refer our readers to the advertisement of the work
of R. A. Harwisox, Esq., on the New Common Law Procedure
Act.

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE, &c.

COUNTY COURT JUDGES.

HERVEY W. PRICE, E«quice, to be Judze of the County and Surrogate
Conrts in the County of Welland,—~{Gazetted 10th May, lssc.ly

SHERIFFS.
JOHN McEWAN. Ecquire. to be Shenfl of the County of Essex, in the
pluce of Willian 1), Baby. Esqure.—~{Gazetted 101k May, 1856.]
ROBERT HOBSON. Esquire, to be Shenl of the County of Welland.~
{Gazetted 101h May, 1356.)

CLERK OF THE PEACE. :

LORENZO D. RAYMOND, Esq., to be Clerk of the Peace for the County
of Welland, —{Gazetied 10ih May, 155%6.)

CLLRK OF THE COUNTY COURT.

NATHANIEL T. FINCH. lLi«quire, to be Clerk of the County Court for
the County of Wetland.—~[Gazetted 10th May, 1359.]

REGISTRAR OF SURRUGATE COURT.

DEXTER I'EVERADO. Esquire. to be Registrar of the Surrogate Court for
the County of Welland.—[Gazctied 10tk May, 1856.]

COROXNERS.

HORATIO \WILLSON, ROBERT YOUNG, JOHN RANNIE. JOUN
MOORE, HENRY ROLLS. M.0.. ZENAS FELL. HENRY KALAR,
WILLIAM A, BALD. GAVIN ROBERTSON., WILLIAM MELLANRY,
PETER GIBRON, JOHIN CRONYNAMLD.. ALEXANDER B. CHAPMAN,
and JOUN GRANT, Esquires, to be Coroners of the County of Welland.—
[Gazetted 171h May, 1856.}

ASSOCIATE CORONERS.

PETELR . CLARK. Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate Coroner for the
United Counties of Peterborough and Victoria.—[Gazetted 17th May, 1856.]

ROBLERT DOUGLAS. Equire. M.D., to he an Associate Coroner for the
Coumy of Haldimml.~{Gazcued 17th May, 1856.)

THOMAS EATON, WILLIAM SMITII, and ROBERT McGER, Esuires,
to lie Associate Coroners tor the United Counties of Lecds & Grenville.—[Ga~
zetted 17th May, 1856.)

JAMES RICHARDSON BRYANT. JOSEPH DAVIDSEON, GFORGE
SEXTON. PATRICK DALEY. JAMES SPROUL, JOHN !\lcNAl.LY'
qumor, TAOMAS MLRRILL, JEHIEL CLARKE, JOIIN COWDY, and
JAMES HARDING. Esquires. to he Asrociate Coronets forthe United Countties
of Frontenae, Lennox and Addington.—[Gazctted 23rd May, 1856, ]

ABRAHAM VAN VLECK PRUYN. M.D., SAMUEL SHELLY WAL.
BRILGE, RICHARD MORDEN, and LEWIS HUGDEN, Esquires, to be
{\g;w]‘inlc Coroners for the County of Prusce Edward.—[Gazetied 23rd May,

ORACE GROSS. JOHN B. YOUNG, PETER MACPHERSON, WIL.
1AM JAMES MeANLEY. JAMES ¢ HOWELL. JOUN_CIVITER,
WILLIAM EASTON. NEILSON INGERSOLI. THOMAS D). BOUCHER,
and SIMON DAVIDSON. Esquires to be A C 8 for the United
Counues of Northumberland and D —{Guzetted 31st May, 1656.]

GEORGE 8. HEROD, Esquire, 10 be an Associate Coroncer for the County
of Wellington'—{Gazetted 5th Jnne, 1556.]

NOTARIES PUBLIC,

AVILLIAM WILLIAVS, of ITanplon, Township of Datlington, Gentleman,
to be & Notary Pablic in U, C.—[Gazcttcd 17th May, 1856.)

ALLEY A. DOUGALL. of Belleville, Esquire, Barrister-at-law, to be a
Notary Pablic i U. C,~[Gazetted 23rd May, 1356.]

ARTHUR MACDONALD. of Cobourg, Geatleman, to be 8 Notary Publie in
U. C.—[Gazetted 315t May, 1836.]

JOIIN BREARENRIDGE GLASFORD, of Toronto, Esquire, Attorney-ate
Law, o be & Notury Publie in U. C.~{Guzetted Tth June, 1866.]




