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the Colonial Ministers of the Crown, to the Legislature of New-
foundland, The Constitution it enjoys confers legislative power
on the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Counecil and Assembly, to ‘‘make laws for the publis
peace, welfare and good government of the said Colony.’”” And
under similar grants of legisiutive powers to Canada, and its
several provinces, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council,
as the flnal Court of Appeal, has held that these legislatures
‘‘are not in any sense, the agents, or delewates of the Imperisl
Parliament, but have, and were intended to have, plenary
powers of legislation as large, and of the same nature as those
of the Imperial Parliament itself.’” They have therefore, the
powers and aitrihutes of national sovereignty in determining for
what eauses, or wrongful acts, life, liberty, or property, shall
be forfeited, and what ecivil and political rights shall be en-
joyed, by the British subjects within the Colony; and what
wrongs shall be prohibited and punished;* subject to the limit-
atione that their Legislative Acts shall not be repugnant to any
Imperial Act extending to the Colony,® or to Imperial policy
affecting fore.gn nations.

Finally, the treaty privileges to American Fishermen to
purchase certain supplies in colonial bays and harbours, con-
tainsg express restrictions—the negative words ‘‘and for ne other
purpose whatever,”’ make imperative® the treaty prohibition
against all other purchasing or trading; and therefore the pur-
chase of ‘‘bait,”” and whatever is lawfully within the treaty pro-
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MMr. Justice Story thua defined the politieal status of the British
Coloniea: *“The Colonial Legislatures, with the restrictions necessarily
arising from their dependoney on Great Britain, were rovereign within the
limits of their respective territories; possessing the general powers of gov-
ernn.ent and rights of sovereignty, subject to the realm of England, but stil}
exercising within their own ferritorial limits the general powers of legis-
lation and taxation.”
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