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While there are many well-edu-
cated and extrexnely able blaek and
coloured men high up in the profes-
sions and industries, the majority of
the population are considerably be-
low the standard of civiiîzation pre-
vailing ini Canada, and here is where
the difficuity of out-and-out Confed-
eration at once presents iteif. Cana-
dians, it ie feit, would objeet to black
and coloured populations being ad-
mitted to Coufederatien on tenus of
oquality with themselves, and would
flot relish such men aittingz in the
Canadian Parliament and Voting on
questions eoncerning the government
of the Dominion. West Indians, on
thxe other hand, have indieated (or at
Ioast sonie of them have> that they
would flot 11ke eut-sud-eut Confedera-
tion beeause any representatives they
sent to Canada would ho lu a distinct
minority, and would slways be voted
down in any matter raising a ques-
tion hetween white snd coloured pepu-
lations.

Tlhere are other difficulties arisîng
froni the same source. The fonua of
govornmont varies in the West In-
dies. Seme have a liinited forni of
self -government. Others have not.
On the whole, the population is well
satisfied with the preseut form,ý of
goverrimeut. The British Goveru-
ment exercises a paterual attitude to-
wards the West Indies and tihe gov-
erning institutions are regarded with
great affection and loyslty by the peo-
pi e as a whole. British colonial ad-

mi;',~ration hais behind it long tra-
ditionrs which make for respect and
conteutment. It is te ho douhted whe-
ther a transference of allegianco f rom
Downing Street te Ottawa would be
regsrded with the sme contentment
and respect, evou if the British au-
thorities were agreesble te it.

Commercial union, whieh would
leave present administrative institu-
tions in the West Indies undiuturbed,
is therefo-re what many are advocat-
ing. Its lesding advocate, Mr. T.?P.
Macaulay, says: "Both sides have
evorything to gain aud notbing te loe
by it. But I bélieve politicai union

would be a great miatake, on
of ï the great distance of the
from, Canada and the mutuai
knowledge of eaeh other's ne<
would be unwise that either
attempt toenntrol the governi
the other. The idea that a Ct
federal election should turu
vote of the British West Indie.
be equally as rîdieulous as ti
trolling cf West Indian affai
Canadian majority."1

To this Mr. Harry Crowo, ti
ing expouent of confederati.
plies: "Uaving regard te the
latîon cf distance hreught ah
improved seaplane, steamina
cable services, I do not consic
objection of distance te ho it
ahle. As for net knowing each
needai, unless we gain a ýnoWlE
these, and have a mutual inta
each ether's welfare, net even
merdîai union would ho successi
te the objection of controliinI
other's governients, the West
should have control of their ow:
affaire through a systcm of proi
governments similar te thoîr p
administration, while the affa
which British America is inte
as a whole wouid naturslly h.
lu the Federal Goverument, My
cipal objection te a commercîi
as opposed toeconfederation, îi
ne Parliament could legisiate a
merciai treaty te stand for al
and even if it were possible the
ed States or some other country
make sucli overtures te the Wýe
dies as would result in a treat.j
would destroy any advantagea
migh t he in a purely commî
union."

The arrangement between the
cd States and Porto Rico, whie
heen put forward hy many as a i
for the consideration of Canao
dealing with the West Indioa, i
that was adoDted affpi. Qpa, "-


