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tions, the crown retains its descendi-
ble quality, and becomes hereditary
in the prince to whom it is limited.

(7) King Egbert, King Canute,
and King Willizm I. have been fuc-
ceilively conftiruted the common
frocks, or anceftors, of this descent.

(8) At the revolution the conven-
tion of eftates, or reprefentative body
of the nation, declared, that the
misconduct of King Jame II. amoun-
ted to an abdication of the govern-
ment, and that the throne was there-
by wacant.

{9} In confequence of this vacan-
¢y, and from a regard to the ancient

line, the convention appointed the !

next Proreftant heirs of the blood
royal of King Charles I. to fill the
vacant throne, in the old order of
fucceflion ;. with a temporary excep-
tion, or preference, o the perfon of
King William ITI.

(10) On the impending failure ‘of
the Proteftant line of King Charles
L (whereby the throne might again
have become vacant)’ the king and
paliament extended the fettlement
of the crown to the Proteftant line
of King James L viz. to the Princefs
Sophia of Ifanover, and the heirs
of her body, being Proteftants : And
fhe is now the common ftock, from
whom the heirs of the crown muft
descend. '

Secr. IV, Of the kEing's royal family.

- (1) Tue king’s royal Sanmily con-
fifts, firlt, of the gueen s who is reg-
nant, confort, or dowager.

-~

(2) The qucén confort is a public-
perfon, and hath'many perfonal: pre-

rogatives. and -diftinét revenues.

(408
Wales, and the Princefs-royal, are
peculiarly regarded by the law. -

(4) The other princes of the blood"
i royal are only intitled to precedence.
' .
Sect. V. Of the councils belunging

A
io" the king.

(1) THE king’s councils are, 1. The
P parliament. 2. The great council of
: peers. 3. The judges, for matrers of
Jlaw. 4. The privy council.

(2) In privy-counfellors may be
confidered, 1. Their creation. 2.
Their qualifications. 8. Their duties.
4. Their powers. 5. Their privile-
ges, 6. Their diffolution.

SecT. VI Of the king's dutiés,
(1) TuE bing’s duties are to govern
his people according to law, to ex-
ccute judgmenc in’ mercy, -and to
maintain  the eftablithed .religion.
Thefe are his part of the original
contraét between himfelf "and the
people; founded in the nature of fo-
ciety, and exprefled in his oath at
the coronation. :

Sccr. VIL OF the king's prerogative.

(l) PreroGaTIVE is that {pecial
power and pre-eminence which. the

out of the ordinary -courfe of law,
in right of his regal dignity.

(2) Such prerogatives arc either
diredt, or incidental. 'The .incidentaly

fidered as they arife: We now treat
only of the diredz. ’ :
"(8) The direé? prerogatives:regard,
1. The king's: dignity, or royal- cha-
reCter ; 2. His awthority, or. regal
power; 8. His revenur, or royal in-
come. S :

.- (8).The Prince. and Princefs of

king hath above other perfons, and

arifing out of other matters, are con-




