
PORT ROYAL 7
forty unhappy wretches in their despair, after ravening 
like wolves, and fighting and slaying each other, when other 
sustenance was gone, snared the wild cattle and ate the 
flesh raw, clothed their bodies in the hides, and out of the 
wreckage on the shore fashioned themselves a shelter from 
the terrible winter. Meanwhile, La Roche had been flung 
by a powerful rival into prison, and it was some time before 
he could get the ear of the Court to explain the plight of the 
men on Sable Island. At last a ship went out to take them 
home, and the twelve wild-eyed survivors, clad in shaggy 
hides, and with matted hair and beards, were got on board 
and carried back to France, where the King saw and set 
them free. A few years later another French noble, Pierre 
du Cast, the Sieur de Monts, the founder of Acadia, 
procured from the monarch a monopoly of North American 
trade, set forth in two ships filled with cavaliers and convicts, 
to people the territory named in his grant. This was 
Acadia, of no very definite limits, but comprising the 
entire north-eastern portion of the Continent. With 
de Monts sailed Champlain and a Picardy nobleman, the 
Baron de Poutrincourt ; and, after sighting Cape la Hêve 
(near Lunenburg), and entering Port Rossignol, the party 
skirted the Acadian coasts (losing a sheep overboard in 
another harbour, which de Monts promptly named Port 
Mouton), explored the Bay of Fundy, and finally landed 
and spent the winter on a small island at the mouth of the 
St. Croix River. When spring came, de Monts abandoned 
this settlement for a far better site, on the shores of a 
beautiful harbour on the eastern side of the Bay of Fundy, 
which they christened Port Royal.


