
TRAVELS, ETC.

In Boston, in 1766, a book of 160 pages was pub
lished, entitled “ Account of the, Captivity of William 
Henr</ in 1765, and of lue residence among the 
Henncka Indians six years and seven months, till 
he made his escape from them," which may be an 
explanation of his introduction to the fur trade. Of 
this book no copy seems to be known. It cannot 
be traced in the catalogues of any of the great 
American or English libraries, and is not to be found 
in the bibliographies of Sabine, Rich, Field or Pill
ing. Of William Henry we only know that he 
was a trader with the Ohio Indians, and was made 
prisoner by the Senecas, and in the absence of his 
book have no means of tracing him, but the name is 
not a common one. At the time of William’s cap
tivity, Alexander was sixteen years old. It is not 
improbable that the first named was a near relative, 
perhaps uncle, and that Alexander had been by 
him introduced to the trade while very young, and 
that finding William did not return after four years 
absence, had ventured what goods he possessed in an 
expedition on his own account. The case is strength
ened, also, by the fact that Henry’s eldest son, born 
long alter in Montreal, was named William, and that 
about 1787 a nephew named Alexander Henry, Jr., 
joined him there, who afterward became himself a 
noteworthy North-Wester, and whose journals have 
recently been most copiously edited by the late Elliott 
Coues. But whatever had been his connection with 
trading, previous to his setting out, it is quite evident 
that he had not spent much time among the Indians 
from his own statement that “ a bark canoe was a 
vehicle to which I was altogether a stranger ” as well


