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is sure. At a period which may be said to be near (for we are

speaking of the Hfe of a nation), the Anglo-Americans will alone

cover the immense space contained between the polar regions

and the tropics, extending from the coasts of the Atlantic to the

shores of the Pacific Ocean. The territory which will probably

be occupied by the Anglo-Americans at some future time, may
be computed to equal three-quarters of Europe in extent." The
climate of the Union is upon the whole preferable to that of

Europe, and its natural advantages are not less great; it is

therefore evident that its population will at some future time be

proportionate to our own. Europe, divided as it is between so

many different nations, and torn as it has been by incessant

wars and the barbarous manners of the Middle Ages, has not-

withstanding attained a population of 410 inhabitants to the

square league./* What cause can prevent the United States

from having as numerous a population in time ?

Many ages must elapse before the divers offsets of the Brit-

ish race in America cease to present the same homogeneous
characteristics: and the time cannot be foreseen at which a

permanent inequality of conditions will be established in the

New World. Whatever differences may arise, from peace or

from war, from freedom or oppression, from prosperity or want,

between the destinies of the different descendants of the great

Anglo-American family; they will at least preserve an analogous

social condition, and they will hold in common the customs and
the opinions to which that social condition has given birth.

In the Middle Ages, the tie of religion was sufficiently power-

ful to imbue all the different populations of Europe with the

same civilization. The British of the New World have a thou-

sand other reciprocal ties ; and they live at a time when the

tendency to equality is general amongst mankind. The Middle

Ages were a period when everything was broken up; when
each people, each province, each city, and each family, had a

strong tendency to maintain its distinct individuality. At the

present time an opposite tendency seems to prevail, and the

nations seem to be advancing to unity. Our means of intel-

o The United States already extend
over a territory equal to one-half of
Europe. The area of Europe is 500,000
square leagues, and its nonulntion 205.-

000,000 of inhabitants. (" Make Brun,"
liv. 114. vol. vi. p. 4.)

TThis computation is given in French
leagues, which were in use when the au-

thor wrote. Twenty years later, in 1850,
the superficial area of the United States
had been extended to 3,306,865 square
miles of territory, which is about the
area of Europe.]"
p See •' Malte Brun," liv. u6, vol. vi.

p. 92.


