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^' Congrtia^ t* it their usual in#diB> appointed a xommittee fioili

Aeir own bdiy^ to examine tbirn, ana^report thereon. The re-

|K>rt was brotttbt in the next day, (the twenty-fecond), was read.

And ucanimovlny agreed to^ eiitered on their journals, and publish-

od|br the iitformation of the country. Now this report must be

|ho l^^jc^on to whS^h the Abbe alludes, because Congreis gave

no other formal opinion on those bills and proi>6fitions : and on a

lttlid^e<])ient application from the British Commifiioners; dated the

87th of May, and received at York-Town^the 6th of June,

jpoilffrefs Immediately referred them for an answer to their printed

resolves of the 22dof April—Thus-much for the reje&ioi>of the

•flfers.
.

On the 2d of May, that is eleven days after the above rgeo

tionwas made, the treaty between the United States and £rance

arrived at York-Town ; and until this moment Congrefs had not

iiw lead notice oi' idea, that such a measure was fn any train of

execution. But left this declaration ot mine should pass only for

assertion, I shall support it by proof, -for it is material to the ^h^
lacter and principle of.the revolution to shew, that no condition

pf America, since the declaration o£independence, .however,bying
|nl' ^vere, ever operated to produce the rooft diftant idea of
jrieldii^. it up either by forde, distrefs, artifice, or persuasion.

And thiS'proof is the more necessary, because it was thesysteni

•f the British Miniftry at this time, as well as before and since,

to hold out to the European powers that America was unfixt in

^er resolutions^nd policy; hoping by this artifice to lessen her
reputation in Europe, and weaken the confidence which diose

^wers, or any of them, might be inclined to place in h^r.

.At^the time these matters were transi^cting, I was secretaiy to
^e foreign d^p^i^ent ofCongress. AH the politiqil letteiv ftom
die American Commissioners refted in my h^nds, and all that

JMre officially written went from my office; and so fyt from
Congrf»ss knowing any thing of the iignine the treaty, at the time

Jhey i^5t;i^ tjiie British offers, they hfifTnot received^ line of
)|^ormatip0 from their Coomiissioners at Paris on any subject

^

wnatever ibr.upwards of a twelvemonth. Probably the loss of
the poit of Philadelphia and the navigation of the Delaware, to-

father with the danj^er of th,e seas, covered at this time with
ritish^ciliizers, contributed to the disappointment.
,Qne pJKket, it is true, arrived at York-Town in January pre*

^fm!ing» #rhich was about three months before the arrival of ihe
ireaty ; out, ((range as it may appear, every letterlhad been t^en
4fXA, hetort it was put on board the vessel which brought it,from
^nc<^j 9nd blank white paper p\it in their ftead.

J
Ifavingthus fUted the time when the proposals from the Bri-

iiu3k Conimissioners were firft received, and likewise the time
^hen the treaty of aUiance arrived, and shewn that the rejection

mjfte former was eleven days prior to the arrival ofthe Uiter,
' " ot|t the leaft knowledge of such circumstance havi^ff t9-

or beii; nj^ut to tS^e place; the rejection, thei

muft


